
Farmers live on the land 
they work and recognize 
the value of protecting  
our soil, water and  
air resources. 
We believe it  
is important  
to balance our 
care for the environment 
with a commitment to  
providing food, fuel  
and fiber.
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CorntaLK

welcome to our annual 
report and Year in review 
publication. We’re excited  
to showcase how 
Minnesota farmers are 
caring for our natural 
resources by incorporating 
year-round conservation 
techniques (see sidebar 
stories on pages 3 - 17). 

Plus, we’ve added a  
special insert this year. it 
highlights the conservation 
stories of several proud 
Minnesota farm families.  
we invite you, too, to share 
your story at mncorn.org. 
speak up and be heard!

fpo



Dr. Adam Birr, MCGA Executive Director

Most Minnesota corn farmers will probably 
remember 2015 as the year of near-perfect 
weather, bountiful yields, and low prices. Here 
at the Minnesota Corn Growers association 
(MCGA) office, we’ll remember it as the year of 
strategic planning.

we began developing a new strategic plan 
in 2015. no, the new plan is not going to 

drastically overhaul our 
organization and change 
everything we’ve been 
doing over the years. we’re 
proud of Minnesota Corn’s 
accomplishments in the areas of 
research, promotion, policy and 
stewardship – and we plan to 
build on those successes.

instead of major change, we’re working to 
build a plan that helps us leverage all that we 
do well into building better connections with 
the non-farming public, policymakers and 
consumers. the reputation of corn farmers 
matters. we want to capitalize on opportunities 
to strengthen that reputation whenever we can.

as with any plan, there will be bumps along the 
way, but we’re committed to seeing it through. 
the perception of modern agriculture among 
consumers and the non-farming public is going 
to remain a major issue in the coming years. 

Helping corn farmers tell their own story is 
something we’ve always done at Minnesota 
Corn. we look forward to implementing our 
new strategic plan to enhance those efforts and 
introduce a consumer focus to everything that 
we do at Minnesota Corn.

Doug Albin, MCR&PC Chair

Most business experts say you should have an 
“elevator speech” ready at all times. an elevator 
speech is supposed to give a general overview 
of what your organization does in 30 seconds 
or less. the elevator speech is most often used 
at networking events or large group functions 
where you interact with many different types of 
people for short periods of time.

well, i have a hard time coming up with an 
elevator speech for the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council (MCR&PC). It’s 
impossible to cram everything that we do into 30 
seconds.

As you probably know, the MCR&PC is 
funded by Minnesota’s corn check-off. It is the 
responsibility of the MCR&PC to invest check-off 
funds as efficiently and effectively as possible 
to create opportunities for corn farmers and 
improve quality of life.

For example, check-off funds have helped install 
more than 120 flex-fuel pumps in Minnesota 
since the Fall of 2013. Check-off funds also 

support about $4 million in third-
party research efforts annually 
that help corn farmers boost 
yields, improve efficiency, and 
protect land, soil and water 
resources.

Thanks to the check-off, 
MCR&PC also invests in finding 

new uses for corn, opening new markets, 
connecting with non-farming consumers and 
adding value to every bushel of corn grown  
in Minnesota. 

continued on following page
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see, i think i’m already past my 30-second 
limit, and i’ve barely scratched the surface.

i know many of you reading this are 
corn farmers and contribute to the 
check-off. For that, I say thank you. Your 
commitment to the future of agriculture in 
Minnesota is important.

The MCR&PC is proud of everything we 
achieved in 2015, and we look forward to 
doing even more in 2016.

Noah Hultgren, MCGA President

with over 7,300 members, Minnesota 
Corn Growers association (MCGa) 
is one of the largest grassroots farm 
organizations in the entire 
country. As we kick off a 
new year, we’re going to 
need our large grassroots 
base to be even more 
active and engaged.

today’s corn farmers face 
challenges beyond Mother 
nature and stagnant crop prices. Because 
less than 1 percent of the U.s. population 
farms, fewer people than ever have a 
direct connection to agriculture. However, 
interest in where food comes from and 
how it’s raised has never been higher.

Farmers need to be there to answer 
consumers’ questions about food and 
farming. if they’re not, someone else will, 
and we might not agree with what he or 
she has to say.

while connecting with non-farming 
consumers is one of agriculture’s latest 
challenges, it’s also a tremendous 
opportunity. Farmers, especially Minnesota 
corn farmers, have an amazing story  
to tell.

we’re growing more food on less land 
while using fewer inputs like pesticides and 
herbicides. ethanol fuel made from corn 
is helping clean our air and boost rural 
communities. Progress is being made in 
helping corn farmers better protect water 
quality and improve soil fertility.

Yes, corn farmers will have plenty of new 
challenges to face in 2016 and beyond. 
But as farmers, we’re used to confronting 
and overcoming new challenges.

i know MCGa’s membership base is 
passionate about corn farming and 
agriculture. i look forward to helping 
our members channel that passion into 
grassroots action that helps farmers 
turn today’s new challenges into future 
opportunities.
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Some farmers 
are able to no-till 
their fields, which 
protects soil 
health and saves 
on fuel costs.
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Gov. Dayton announces buffer proposal
at a Dnr roundtable event in the twin Cities,  
Gov. Mark Dayton proposed a 
plan that would require 50-foot 
buffers along all Minnesota 
waterways. throughout the 
ensuing legislative session, 
MCGa worked to ensure  
buffer legislation remained 
flexible and helped farmers 
continue moving forward in 
protecting water quality.

MCGA shines on  
national stages
MCGa closed 2014 with a 
record 7,107 members. the 
316 new members who joined 
MCGa in 2014 represented 
the largest increase of any 
state in the nation. Dale Busch, 
watonwan County, was named  
a national top recruiter.

Farmer-funded research highlighted
MCGa’s new “research summary” publication 
highlights more than 50 completed research 
projects funded by Minnesota corn farmers. 
Projects focus on water quality, agronomy, fuels 
and emissions, and soil fertility. 

MN Ag EXPO a success
over 1,000 Minnesota corn and soybean 

farmers attended MN Ag EXPO 
2015 in Mankato. the two-day 
event featured a large trade 
show, educational sessions, 
MCGa’s annual meeting and an 
appearance by national Corn 
Growers association Ceo  
Chris novak. 

Crop Nutrient Management Conference
over 500 farmers and crop consultants 
attended the annual Minnesota Crop nutrient 
Management Conference co-sponsored 
by MCGa. the 
conference has 
grown every year 
and continues to 
build notoriety.

MCGA elects 
two new board 
members
Zach Fore, Mentor, and Dan Root, Hayfield, 
were elected to serve on the MCGa board of 

directors. root 
farms and 
works as an 
ag lender for 
Bremer Bank. 
Fore is a field 
agronomist 
for DuPont-
Pioneer.

Mages receives 
Golden Kernel award
retiring MCGa 
board member and 
Belgrade farmer John 
Mages received the 
Golden Kernel award 
at MN Ag EXPO 
2015. in a February 
interview reflecting on 
his time on the board, 
Mages said, “i really 
learned a lot right away and it’s been a very 
rewarding experience.”

continued on following page
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Governor  
Mark Dayton

Dale Busch was 
a national top 
recruiter in 2014.
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Dr. Bob Hoeft, right, at the MN Crop 
Nutrient Management Conference.

NCGA CEO  
Chris Novak spoke  
at MN Ag EXPO  
2015.

Dan RootZach Fore

Retiring MCGA board member 
John Mages, right, received the 
Golden Kernel award from then 
President Bruce Peterson.
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Podcast partnership
MCGa teamed with popular Minnesota twins 

podcast “Gleeman & the 
Geek” to give away a 
20-game twins season 
ticket package and 
promote ethanol. over 
2,500 people entered  
and generated more than  
500 ethanol posts on 
social media. 

Standing up to the Strib
MCGa board member and Chippewa County 
farmer Kirby Hettver penned a response to a 
negative editorial in the star tribune that labeled 
modern farming as “big ag” and dismissed the 
conservation efforts of farmers.

New research director
as part of its commitment to 
supporting innovative research 
with a focus on agriculture, 
environmental stewardship  
and biofuels, MCGa hired  
Dr. Paul Meints to serve as the 
organization’s research director. 

Buck honored  
at capitol
Past MCGA president 
and Goodhue 
farmer ryan Buck 
was honored by the 
Minnesota House 
Finance Committee 
with a special 

resolution. although Buck has been in a wheel 
chair since 2008, he’s continued farming and 
serving as a grower-leader with MCGa.

Corn farmers head to St. Paul
MCGa farmer-leaders made the trek to the 
state capitol in St. Paul to talk farming and 
biofuels policy 
with lawmakers 
and agency 
staff.

Ag Awareness 
Day
MCGa joined 
15 other farm 
and commodity 
groups to 
brave the cold 
weather and snow flurries and connect with 
students at the University of Minnesota for  
ag awareness Day.

Ethanol Cup returns

all drivers running on a fuel blend that included 
ethanol at Deer Creek speedway in spring 
Valley and Elko Speedway qualified to compete 
for this year’s ethanol Cup. the ethanol Cup 
was a special-points fund for racers set up by 
MCGa and local corn growers organizations.
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Partnering with a 
popular Twins podcast 
was a hit.

Dr. Paul Meints 
was hired as 
MCGA’s new 
research director 
in March.
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Past MCGA President 
Ryan Buck was 
honored at the state 
capitol.

Showing off products made from corn 
at Ag Awareness Day on the U of M 
campus.

The Ethanol Cup returned for a second season at Deer Creek 
Speedway and Elko Speedway.
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Enough farmer bashing
“when it comes to water quality, we’re 
all in this together,” wrote current MCGa 
President Noah Hultgren in response to 
another negative star tribune editorial  
on farming and conservation. “results  
will come from increased partnership,  
not a ratcheting up of rhetoric and  
finger-pointing.”

27th Supermileage Challenge
a total of 17 e85 cars competed in the 
supermileage 
Challenge 
at Brainerd 
international 
raceway. in 
all, 48 schools 
participated, with 
alden-Conger 
taking first place in 
the e85 class.

Buffer amendment passes
the Minnesota legislature passed a 
buffer amendment that, basically, called 
for the enforcement of existing laws 
with a timeline for adoption and fines for 
noncompliance. More details on the buffer 
law can be found in the policy section.
 
Duncanson was passionate about farming
the Minnesota farming community lost 
one of its biggest champions when Karl 

Duncanson, 57, died in a 
car accident. Duncanson 
was a third-generation 
farmer in Mapleton who 
served on the Minnesota 
Corn research & 
Promotion Council. 

Children’s 
Museum opens 
doors
with support 
from MCGa, 
the Children’s 
Museum of 
southern 
Minnesota 

opened its doors. so far, the facility 
has seen over 60,000 visitors. 
MCGa members receive  
a membership discount.

MCGA hits a home run
The new St. Paul Saints stadium 
opened to rave reviews. the 
stadium’s foul poles featured an 
original Minnesota Corn design 
with a corn cob and a baseball bat. 
Billboards and other 
signage outside the 
stadium promoted the 
use of homegrown 
ethanol.

MCR&PC elections
scott winslow, a 
fifth-generation 
farmer from Fountain, 
was elected to serve 
on the MCR&PC. 
Re-elected to the MCR&PC 
were Gerald tumbleson, 
sherburn (District 8); Myron 
“Mickey” Peterson, Sacred 

Heart (District 3, 5 and 6); and Doug 
Albin, Clarkfield (Districts 1, 2 and 4). Albin 
currently serves as chair of the MCR&PC.

continued on following page
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Hosanna Biffert and Amelia 
Welter from Stewartville 
decorated their Supermileage 
car like a corn cob.

Karl Duncanson 
served on the 
MCR&PC for 
two years.

Kids playing on a “farm field” at 
the new Children’s Museum of 
Southern Minnesota.

trim 
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trim 
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bleed 
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Minnesota 
Corn-designed 
foul poles were 
a hit at the new 
St. Paul Saints 

stadium.

Scott Winslow 
was elected to 
the MCR&PC in 
June. ch
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A wood chip 
bioreactor helps 
this farmer protect 
water quality 
by intercepting 
nutrients that run 
off the field before 
they enter a 
nearby waterway.  



Three new student Agvocates 
join MN Corn team
Katie Peterson, Gustavus 
adolphus College, sam 
Peterson, University 
of Minnesota, and tim 
rasmussen, north 
Dakota state 
University, were 
selected to serve 
as MCGa student 
agvocates for 
2015-16.

Taiwan trade team visits Minnesota
a U.s. Grains Council trade team 
of taiwanese swine producers and 
researchers visited tim waibel’s farm 
near Courtland. the group also stopped 
by Corn Plus Ethanol Cooperative in 
winnebago.

Supporting science and agriculture
twelve youth teams participated in the 
2015 4-H science of agriculture Challenge 
at the University of Minnesota. the 
challenge was an opportunity for youth 
teams to find solutions to real agriculture 
challenges in their own communities.

Finding CommonGround
a CommonGround workshop in Minnesota 
helped Minnesota farm women develop 
the skills and expertise to better connect 
with non-farm women on food and  
farming issues.

July

Pollinators get a garden
MCGA staff spent a warm July day 
planting a pollinator garden outside of 
its office in Shakopee. Ten species of 
pollinator-friendly wildflowers and prairie 
grass mixes were planted.

Albin elected MCR&PC chair
Doug albin, a corn, soybean, wheat and 
alfalfa farmer near Clarkfield in Yellow 
Medicine County, was elected to serve as 
chair of the MCR&PC. The 11-member 

council administers 
the efficient and 
effective investment 
of Minnesota’s corn 
check-off. 

Tasseldega Nights 
draw crowds
two ethanol-

powered “tasseldega nights”  
races – June 6 at 
elko speedway 
and July 11 at Deer 
Creek speedway 
near rochester – 
drew nearly 14,000 
people for two  
nights of free racing, 
family fun and 
ethanol information.

JULY
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MCGA farmer-leader Tim Waibel hosted a Taiwan trade team on his family farm near Courtland.

The winning 4-H Science of Agriculture team was  
from Meeker County.

Kicking off the “Tasseldega 
Nights” race at Deer Creek 
Speedway with the National 
Anthem and the American 
Ethanol Truck.

Katie  
Peterson

Tim  
Rasmussen

Sam  
Peterson

George Rehm, 
center, goes 
over data from a 
Discovery Farms 
site. Discovery 
Farms helps 
farmers capture 
real-world data 
on nutrients that 
leave their fields.
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Speaking out at Corn Congress
several MCGa grower-leaders 
spent the week of July 13 
talking national policy at Corn 
Congress and making Hill 
visits in washington, D.C. Key 
issues covered included the 
waters of the United states 
rule, the renewable Fuel 
standard, and GMo labeling.

What you need to know
over 300 farmers attended a 
series of six “What you need to know” district 
meetings hosted by MCGa. the meetings were 
an opportunity for MCGA staff, along with staff 
from partner organizations, to provide an update 
on Minnesota’s new buffer requirements and 
other legislative and policy items important to 
corn farming in Minnesota.

august

MCGA tent at Farmfest
the place to be  
sweet corn ice cream, 
a pollinator display and 
much more drew large 
crowds to MCGa’s tent 
at Farmfest. research 
funded by corn farmers 
and ethanol information 
were also on display.

Conservation in Action tour swings through MN
Four buses filled with national policymakers 
and conservation leaders rolled onto the 
Northfield family farm of then-MCGA President 
Bruce Peterson as part of the Conservation 
technology information Center’s (CtiC) 
Conservation in Action tour. Peterson’s farm 
was one of five stops on a tour of Southeastern 
Minnesota that highlighted the many 
conservation efforts of Minnesota farmers.

Racine farmer to serve  
on MCR&PC
Patty Geerdes, a farmer in 
racine, was appointed to serve 
on the MCR&PC. Geerdes 
is also a masters prepared 
registered nurse who has 
worked at the Mayo Clinic’s 
transplant center. she took 

over the family 
farm after her 
husband, David, 
died in 2011. 
Patty and David farmed 
together for over  
20 years.

aUGUst

continued on following page
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MCGA grower-leaders with Rep. Tim Walz in Washington, D.C.

A pollinator display was a new addition to this year’s 
MCGA Farmfest tent.

Minnesota farmers had a chance to showcase conservation efforts as part of the Conservation in  
Action tour.

Patty Geerdes was 
appointed to serve 
on the MCR&PC 
and has previous 
experience in the 
healthcare field.



SEPTEMBER

Farm families of the 
game
MCGa’s “Farm 
Family of the 
Game” promotion 
returned for another 
Gophers football 
season. During 
every Gophers 
home game, a 
conservation-minded 
farm family was honored on the field.

Mission to Mexico
MCGa board member Dan root joined Gov. 
Mark Dayton and others on a trade mission 
to Mexico to meet with agriculture, trade and 
manufacturing leaders.

More flex-fuel pumps coming
agriculture secretary tom Vilsack announced 
that a United states Department of agriculture 

(UsDa) grant will help 
Minnesota install up 
to 620 new flex-fuel 
pumps. the grant 
will be matched by 
a broad coalition 
that includes the 
MCR&PC.

Middle East/North Africa trade team visit
MCR&PC member Dwight Mork hosted a U.S. 
Grains Council trade team from the Middle east 
and north africa on his farm in Bellingham.  
By september, the Middle east and north 
africa regions had 
already purchased 
3.5 million metric 
tons of U.s. corn.

Celebrate Ag & 
Food Day
MCGa joined 
several other 
farm groups and 
agribusinesses for 
Celebrate ag & 
Food Day when 
the Gophers 
football team 
played Kent state. sweet corn ice cream  
was served during a pregame tailgate and 
mascot ted tassel was out and about with 
Gophers fans.

Taiwan trade team signs letter of intent
After visiting a farm in Blooming Prairie, a 
taiwan trade team signed a letter of intent to 
purchase a large amount of U.s. corn in  
2016-17.
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The Mike Peterson family was 
recognized as the MCGA Farm 
Family of the Game when the 
Gophers played Nebraska.

Dan Root, second from right, with other members of a 
Minnesota trade team in Mexico.

A USDA grant will help install 
up to 620 new flex-fuel pumps 
like this one in Minnesota.

Dwight Mork showed a Minnesota 
farm field to a member of a trade 
team from the Middle East and  
North Africa.

Then-MCGA President Bruce Peterson, second from left,  
first row, signed a letter of intent with Gov. Dayton and a 
trade delegation from Taiwan.
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HiGHLiGHts   
2015



oCtoBer

noVeMBer

DeCeMBer

Hultgren elected president
the MCGa state board of directors elected 
noah Hultgren as its new president for 

2015-16. Hultgren grows 
corn, soybeans, sugar 
beets, edible beans and 
canning vegetables on his 
family farm near raymond 
in Kandiyohi County. 
Hultgren is a fourth-
generation family farmer 
and was elected to the 
MCGa board in 2011. 

Boo! Corn Growers support ZooBoo
As part of its ongoing effort 
to reach out to an urban 
audience, MCGa supported 
this year’s ZooBoo event 
at Como Zoo in St. Paul. 
Maizey, a MCGa mascot, 
was one of many non-scary 
characters available for fun 
family photos. 

Conservation story map launched
a brand new interactive online story map 
helps Minnesota farmers show off their 
conservation efforts to non-farmers. By 
simply clicking a pin on a map, users 
can navigate a series of pictures and 

descriptions that showcase common 
conservation practices like buffers strips 
and grass waterways.

Coborn’s embraces ethanol
with funding support from a broad 
coalition that 
included MCR&PC, 
Coborn’s installed 
flex-fuel pumps 
at six locations in 
Minnesota. the 
family-owned 
grocery chain 
held a week-long 

promotion 
with ethanol fuel discounts to 
promote the new pumps. 

Talking ag water quality
MCGA Executive Director Dr. 
adam Birr participated in a panel 
that covered the issue of ag 

water quality during agriGrowth’s annual 
conference and meeting in Minneapolis.

Policy set at  
pre-resolutions
Grassroots 
leadership in 
action. that’s 
the best way 
to describe 
MCGa’s pre-
resolutions 
meeting, where 
policy priorities 
were discussed and set for the  
upcoming year.
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Noah Hultgren is 
the new MCGA 
president.

Want to help MCGA tell the conservation story of 
Minnesota farmers? Submit a photo to our new 
conservation story map.

MCGA supported this year’s 
ZooBoo event at Como Zoo  
in St. Paul.

Coborn’s promoted its 
new flex-fuel pumps with a 
week-long promotion in early 
November

Farmers received an update on 
federal legislative issues at MCGA’s 
pre-resolution meeting in December.
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Grass waterways 
help farmers 
protect water 
quality and 
significantly 
reduce soil 
erosion.
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at Minnesota Corn, we’re proud to help 
corn farmers speak in a unified voice 
on important issues that impact all of 
agriculture. Here are a few examples of 
how MCGa helped corn farmers stand up 
and speak out in 2015.

Editorial 
pages
when 
the star 
tribune 
editorial 
board 
labeled 
corn 

farmers as “big ag” and questioned 
their conservation efforts, our farmer-
leaders fired back.

Kirby Hettver published an op-ed on 
March 18 and noah Hultgren on May 
27 to highlight the conservation efforts 
of corn farmers, investments made by 
Minnesota Corn in the area of stewardship, 
and call for an end to damaging rhetoric 
used by the star tribune in the ag water 
quality discussion.

the op-eds received over 2,000 “likes” on 
social media and ranked near the top on 
the star tribune’s most-read story rankings 
for several days.

Don’t mess with  
the RFS
on June 25, Clarks 
Grove corn farmer 
Jerry Demmer 
represented Minnesota 
corn farmers at an 
environmental  
Protection Agency  
(EPA) hearing in 

Kansas City, Kan., on proposed cuts to 
the renewable Fuel standard (rFs). 

On July 27, MCGA sent a letter to EPA 
administrator Gina McCarthy about the 
agency’s proposed rFs cuts. “now is not 
the time to take america’s energy policy 
backward,” the letter said. “now is the 
time for EPA to preserve the RFS and keep 
american energy policy headed in the  
right direction.”

Telling a conservation story
another way to stand up and speak out is 
to proactively tell your own story. a series 
of conservation profiles published on 

MCGa’s MinnesotaCornerstone.com blog 
in august generated nearly 300,000 views 
on social media.

Dispelling  
ethanol myths
By now, we’ve heard 
all the myths out 
there about ethanol. if 
we don’t provide the 
facts about ethanol, 
those myths can 
become reality to a lot 
of people.

in July, MCGa responded to an online 
video that claimed ethanol ruined small 
engines. at MinnesotaCornerstone.com, 
fuels expert Hoon Ge corrected the 
ethanol misinformation in the video.  

11

Go to MinnesotaCornerstone.com for the latest news from MCGA.

Several op-eds in the Star Tribune 
stood up for corn farmers and their 
conservation efforts.

“E10 is unsafe for small 
engines like lawn mowers” 
is one of the many myths 
MCGA works to dispel.

MCGA made it clear to 
EPA that cutting ethanol in 
our fuel supply was a step 
backward for American 
energy policy.

STANDING UP AND 
SPEAKING OUT

This farmer’s 
Conservation 
Reserve Program 
(CRP) land makes 
a great home  
for beehives.

be
eh

ive
s 
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Ge also speaks to automotive classes at 
technical colleges throughout Minnesota about 

ethanol fuel in all types 
of engines.

Fighting for crop 
insurance
a last-minute 
budget deal 
in november 
included cuts 
that would 
have seriously 
hurt the federal 

crop insurance program. in a span of 
just 24 hours, hundreds of Minnesota 
corn farmers submitted comments to 
members of Congress through MCGa’s 
online system detailing how important 
crop insurance is to farmers and rural Minnesota.

Their voices were heard. A final budget deal was 
struck that pledged to restore the crop insurance 
cuts in a future bill.

Corn Views
a regular “Corn Views” column from the MCGa 
president is sent to every media outlet in 
Minnesota. topics in 2015 included the rFs, 
conservation and farmers standing up and 
speaking out. 

Ditch the rule
MCGa was one of 23 Minnesota farm and 
business organizations to sign a letter supporting 
a bipartisan bill that would have prevented  
EPA and Army Corps of Engineers from  
finalizing and 
adopting its 
proposed  
waters of the 
United states 
(wotUs) rule.

From D.C. to St. Paul
Whether it’s in Washington, D.C., or St. Paul, 
MCGa farmer-leaders make time to visit with 
representatives, senators and agency officials  
to talk about important food, farming and  
biofuels issues.

Voluntary GMO labeling
Late in 2015, MCGa senior 
Public Policy Director 
Anna Boroff spent time in 
washington, D.C., urging 
lawmakers to pass a 
voluntary, uniform, national 
labeling standard for foods 
made with GMos. “it’s 
time for the senate to pass 
reasonable legislation that 
gives farmers and consumers 

a consistent, 
transparent 
labeling standard,”  
Boroff said.
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MCGA continues to call on EPA to end  
its WOTUS rule.

Farmer-leaders visiting with legislators in St. Paul.

MCGA supports a federal GMO 
label that is voluntary and uniform 
across states.

When Congress tried to  
cut crop insurance, MCGA 
took action.

Anna Boroff
MCGA Senior  
Public Policy Director

STANDING UP 
anD  
SPEAKING OUT

n



state

The new buffer strip amendment dominated the 
spring legislative session. However, there were 
plenty of other items that impacted Minnesota’s 
corn farmers at both the state and federal level. 

For further details on how MCGa helped corn 
farmers make their voices heard on these 
issues, see the “standing up and speaking out” 
section of this “Year in review.”

Buffers
During the closing hours of the 
session, an amendment was passed 
that, essentially, called for the 
enforcement of existing buffer laws 
on a timeline for adoption. The buffer 
amendment included a $500 fine for 
noncompliance. By november of 2017, public 
shorelands must have an average of 50 feet of 
buffer and a minimum of 30 feet. By November 
of 2018, buffers of 16.5 feet must be installed 
on all public ditches. alternative practices  
are allowed. 

The next step in implementing the buffer law is 
the release of maps, prepared by the 
Department of natural resources, that detail 
which waterways require buffers. Phase one of 
the maps came out in December 2015.

The buffer debate was often emotional, 
with plenty of political rhetoric flying through 
the media. MCGa was at the table for all 
negotiations to make sure the voices of 
farmers were represented. While the final 
law is not perfect, it was a compromise that 
allows farmers to continue moving forward in 
addressing agriculture water quality. as with 
many other pieces of major legislation, MCGa 
will need to closely monitor implementation of 
the law. 

we are already working to ensure that private 
ditches are not included in the buffer law. 
We firmly believe that the agreement on and 
understanding of final buffer legislation never 
included private ditches. MCGa also will work 
to ensure agencies are held accountable,  
and address other implementation issues as 
they arise.

Research receives a boost
Funding for agriculture research, rapid 
response, and education received $13 million 
in fiscal years 2016-17 and $17 million in fiscal 
years 2018-19. all funding will go through the 
Minnesota Department of agriculture, which 
must consult with an advisory panel that 
includes MCGa before awarding funds.

Passing a bioeconomy bill
we worked hard to get a bioeconomy bill 
passed that will open new markets for corn 
farmers. For full details on the legislation,  
go to mncorn.org.
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MCGA is closely monitoring implementation of the new buffer law.

MCGA provides a voice for corn farmers at the  
state capitol.



FeDeraL

Streamlining irrigation permits 
Farmers applying for a groundwater permit 
no longer have to do their own inventory of 
existing wells in the area. Agencies (like the 
Minnesota Department of Health) already 
have this information. if there is a well 
interference claim, it must be dismissed if 
the well is sealed prior to investigating the 
complaint. 

No tax bill
Unfortunately, the governor and legislative 
leaders could not come together and 
pass a tax bill. This was very disappointing 
to farmers, since there were important 
agriculture property tax relief objectives 
contained in tax bills. MCGA continues 
to work hard on behalf of farmers when 
it comes to tax policies. Hopefully, these 
provisions are revisited when the legislature 
returns in 2016.

Citizen’s board and nuisance lawsuits
the legislature disbanded the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Citizen’s 
Board. However, through an executive 
order in early august, Gov. Dayton brought 
the board back in a different form. It is now 
known as the Governor’s Committee to 
Advise the MPCA.

a study on the impact of agriculture 
nuisance lawsuits is also due to the 
legislature by February of 2016.

Final RFS numbers
In the end, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) scaled back its original 
proposal to cut the renewable Fuel 
standard and reduce the amount of 
ethanol blended in our fuel supply. For 
2016, about 500 million fewer gallons of 
corn ethanol will be blended than 

Congress originally intended when passing 
the rFs in 2005 and amending in 2007.

Courts halt WOTUS
A bill that would have forced EPA and the 
army Corps of engineers to withdraw its 
proposed waters of the United states 
(wotUs) rule failed in the senate. 
However, even though wotUs went 
into effect in August, it’s currently halted 
nationwide by the U.s. Court of appeals.

GMO labeling
By a wide margin in July, the House 
passed a bill that would establish a 
voluntary, national labeling system for
foods that contain genetically modified 
organisms (GMos). the federal labeling 
system would take precedence over 
potential state-by-state labels, which are 
confusing to consumers and detrimental  
to farmers.

the senate has yet to take up the 
legislation. In October, MCGA staff 
participated in a washington, D.C.,  
fly-in to discuss the GMO labeling bill  
with legislators.

Stay up to date
For the latest policy news and  
updates from MCGa, go to 
MinnesotaCornerstone.com and follow  
@Anna_Boroff on Twitter.
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Providing a voice for corn farmers in Washington 
remains a priority for MCGA.

n

A vegetative 
buffer strip 
helps this farmer 
protect the river 
from nutrients 
that might run off 
his field during 
large rain events.



Minnesota corn farmers invest about  
$4 million annually in third-party research 
projects and initiatives. share that with a 
non-farmer, and a common response is, 
“what kind of research?”

Corn farmer-funded research helps 
farmers increase efficiency, protect water 
quality and find new uses for corn. It also 
strives to improve soil fertility, collect real-
world data and add value to every bushel 
of corn grown in Minnesota.

Corn farmers also support positions at 
the University of Minnesota that focus on 
nutrient management, agricultural drainage 
and water quality.

Center for 
Sustainable 
Polymers
MCGa is 
supporting efforts 
by the University 
of Minnesota’s 
Center for 
sustainable 
Polymers to 
use organic 
chemicals 
found in natural 
materials like 

corn stover to make plastics, foams, 
adhesives, coatings and other materials. 
in addition to research, the Center also 
works to educate future scientists and 
the general public about the science and 
technology of sustainability.

DDG for human consumption
Dr. Padu Krishnan at South Dakota State 
University is working on a project to 
develop food-grade distillers dried grains 
(DDG). DDG are a high-protein by-product

of the ethanol-making process most 
commonly 
used in 
livestock feed. 

Dr. Krishnan’s 
research is 
focusing on 
using DDG to 
replace a small 
portion of flour 
in human foods 
like cookies, 
flatbreads  
and snacks.

Welcome Dr. Paul Meints
In March, MCGA welcomed Dr. Paul 
Meints as its new research director. Meints 
grew up on a family corn, soybean, pork 
and beef farm in Chippewa County. He has 
a bachelor’s degree in agronomy and a 
master’s degree in plant breeding genetics 
from the University of 
Minnesota. Meints earned 
his Ph.D. at Oregon  
state University.

after working on the 
faculty at Mississippi state 
University from 1997-2004, 
Meints spent three years in 
Kenya, where he helped the east african 
nation improve its agricultural and plant-
breeding practices. when Meints returned 
to the United states, he remained at 
Mississippi state until accepting a position 
as research program manager at the 
Minnesota Soybean Research & Promotion 
Council, where he served until he joined 
the MCGA staff.
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Modern 
technology helps 
farmers apply 
fertilizer where 
and when it’s 
most needed, 
which protects 
nearby waterways 
from run-off.
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Dr. Krishnan and his team at South 
Dakota State are working on 
developing DDG for consumption 
in human foods like cookies and 
flatbreads.

MN corn farmers invest 
about $4 million annually in 
innovative research.

Dr. Paul Meints



Discovery Farms
now entering 
its seventh year, 
Discovery Farms 
Minnesota is a 
farmer-led water 
quality research and 
educational program. 
the purpose is to 
collect water quality 
information under 
real-world, on-farm 
conditions to help farmers make more informed 
management decisions.

Data is collected using edge-of-field monitoring 
equipment. By using science-based data 
collected on actual farms, Discovery Farms 
helps farmers better identify management 
practices that protect water quality and 
production. For more information and the latest 
data, go to discoveryfarmsmn.org.

Programs and events
it’s very important that farmers have easy 
access to the latest research and information 
that their investments help support. that’s why 

MCGa sponsors several events and programs 
throughout the year that connect top agriculture 
researchers with farmers.

Examples include 
the annual nutrient 
Management 
Conference, tillage 
field days, MN 
Ag EXPO and 
Farmfest. MCGa 
also has several 
publications on 
its website that 
provide details 

about research activities. You can view these 
publications on mncorn.org.

New in 2015
MCGa supports hundreds of ongoing 
research projects. For example, researchers 
at the University of Minnesota are working to 

document how 
different carbon 
management 
systems 
combined with 
several nitrogen, 
phosphorus and 
sulfer application 
rates impact the 
mineralization of 
plant nutrient and 
corn grain yields. 
also at the U of 
M, researchers 
are trying to better 
understand the 

genetic basis of corn grain yield and yield 
component traits. the goal of the project is 
to develop genetic resources for use in future 
research to develop higher yielding hybrids that 
are also more stable across environments.
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Farmers have an opportunity to network with top agriculture 
researchers and companies at events like MN Ag EXPO.

researCH
2015

MCGA’s research portfolio 
continues to benefit corn 
farmers.

Brian Herbst checks his edge-of-field Discovery Farms monitoring equipment.
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Whether it was fighting to preserve the 
renewable Fuel standard or working to 
bring more ethanol options to consumers, 
homegrown biofuels remained a top 
priority for MCGa in 2015.

620 new flex-fuel pumps
a broad coalition that includes the 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion 
Council is continuing to provide 

consumers with greater access to cleaner-
burning, homegrown ethanol. an $8 million 
UsDa grant will help the coalition install up 
to 620 new flex-fuel pumps at Minnesota 
stations in the near future.

Before the grant announcement, the 
coalition had already worked to install 120 
flex-fuel pumps at more than 40 stations 
in Minnesota. the pumps give consumers 
a choice by dispensing ethanol blends like 
e15, e30, e85 and regular unleaded.

What blend wall?
Critics of the renewable Fuel standard 
(RFS) and ethanol often cite the fictional 
“blend wall” when claiming that our fuel 
supply cannot support using more than  
10 percent ethanol. Here in Minnesota, 

we’ve already removed the so-called blend 
wall and proven that it’s a myth.

according to the energy information 
administration, ethanol makes up  
12.2 percent of Minnesota’s fuel supply, 
the most in the nation. we’re one of 22 
states that have broken down the blend 
wall. when you invest in infrastructure that 
meets consumer demand for cleaner-
burning, homegrown fuels like ethanol,  
the blend wall vanishes in a hurry.

Food AND Fuel
Do you get tired of people claiming ethanol 
steals food from people’s plates and puts it 
in our fuel tanks instead? every 56-pound 
bushel of corn is capable of providing  
2.8 gallons of ethanol fuel anD 18 pounds 
of distillers dried grains, a high protein 
livestock feed. that same bushel can also 
provide 13.5 pounds of gluten feed and 
1.5 pounds of corn oil.

Minnesota’s corn farmers produce enough 
corn to provide food and fuel. we do not 
need to choose one or the other.

Coulter promoted
MCGa promoted Mitch 
Coulter from research 
manager to marketing 
and biofuels director. 
Coulter led the effort to 
secure a UsDa grant 
to add up to 620 new 
flex-fuel pumps in Minnesota. Coulter 
also works closely with a broad coalition 
to expand flex-fuel infrastructure, and he 
helps oversee all biofuels-related research 
supported by MCGa.
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Participating in a flex-fuel promotional event 
at Coborn’s in Princeton.
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A butterfly enjoys 
a native wildflower 
on this farmer’s 
Conservation 
Reserve Program 
land.
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Minnesota  295

illinois 245

Michigan 240

iowa 213

indiana 178

U.s. total 3,006

e85 stations BY state

2015 15 million gallons*

2014 16.5 million gallons

2013 18.1 million gallons

2012 14.7 million gallons

2011 19.8 million gallons

Minnesota e85 saLes

2015 $1.88*

2014 $2.41

2013 $2.53

2012 $2.45

2011 $2.76

MINNESOTA E85 PRICES

2015 111

2014 49

2013 17

E15 PUMPS IN MINNESOTA BY YEAR

2015 2.4 million gallons*

2014 257,855 gallons

2013 42,648 gallons

Minnesota e15 saLes

*Based on october estimates.

Sources: MN Dept. of Commerce, 
american Lung association of Minnesota, 
Chooseethanol.com.



throughout this publication, you’ve read a 
lot about the importance of standing up and 
speaking out, telling your story or connecting 
with non-farming consumers.
 
MCGa works hard on farmers’ behalf to tell 
the amazing story of agriculture in Minnesota, 
but we need more grassroots help. today’s 
consumers want to hear directly from farmers. if 
farmers don’t tell their own story, someone else 
will and it might not be accurate.

 
Conservation 
Story Map
in october, 
MCGa 
launched 
its new 
Conservation 
story Map. 
the interactive, 
online map 
features 
nearly 200 

photos of common conservation efforts found 
on Minnesota farms. to learn more about each 
practice, users click on a green pin, or the 
photo itself located on a sidebar. it’s a quick 
and easy way for a non-farmer to learn a thing 
or two about the steps farmers take to protect 
land, soil and water resources.
 
Why a story map?
Negative publicity about the conservation efforts 
of farmers has been ratcheted up recently. it’s 
up to farmers to make sure the other side of 
the story is told – the side that includes the use 
of common conservation practices like grass 
waterways and buffers that might not make 
front-page news, but help protect water quality 
and soil fertility.
 
the map is an easy way for farmers to stand up 
and speak out about their conservation efforts. 

Yes, agriculture faces several challenges in the 
area of water quality and stewardship. But a lot 
of progress has been, and will continue to be, 
made. we believe that story also needs telling.
 
We need more photos
the map is posted online and visible for all to 
see. However, that doesn’t mean it’s complete. 
we need more photos. Many more photos. 
as many photos as we can get. we want that 
entire map of Minnesota dotted with green pins, 
each one broadcasting a conservation practice.
 
More details
Your name will not be 
used. anyone who 
submits a photo will 
remain completely 
anonymous. we 
are not looking for 
professional photos. 
a simple snap shot 
off of a cell phone 
will suffice. Have 
you noticed all of 
the conservation 
photos located 
throughout this 
publication? they’re 
all from farmers who 
submitted pictures for 
the map.  
 
Where can I view the map?
to see the map for yourself, go to mncorn.org 
and click the link near the top of the page. Be 
sure to share the map with your non-farming 
friends and on social media. Remember: We 
need more pictures. send your photos to 
aczech@mncorn.org.
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A screen shot of MCGA’s new online 
Conservation Story Map. To view the 
map, go to mncorn.org.

ConserVation  
STORY MAP

PHOTO 
sUBMission  
IS EASY:
 
n   Take a picture of any 
conservation practice 
on your farm.
n    Email it to  
aczech@mncorn.org.
n   Include a short 
description of the 
practice and the 
township where it’s 
located.

It’s really that simple.

n
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acres planted  8.2 m.

acres harvested 7.75 m.

*Yield 187 bushels/acre

*total production  1.45 billion bushels

acres planted  88.3 m.

acres harvested 80.6 m.

*average yield 169 bushels/acre

*total production  13.6 billion bushels

BY tHe nUMBers  
2015

2015 7,272**

2014 7,107

2013 6,703

2012 6,234

2011 6,087

Organized MCGA counties: 65 counties 
organized into 52 county associations

2015 MINNESOTA CORN PRODUCTION*

2015 NATIONAL CORN PRODUCTION*

research and stewardship  50%

Membership and Grower services  15% 

national and world  14%

Education and Promotion  10%

operations and administration  8%

advocacy  3%

MCGA MEMBERSHIP

2015 Corn CHeCK-oFF  
inVestMent aLLoCation

* based on UsDa november estimates
** estimated

Sources: NASS, MDA, MCGA

Hogs  54%

Dairy  20%

Poultry  16%

Beef Cattle  9%

other  1%

2015 Corn FeeD Use BY LiVestoCK
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