
The Petersons: Conservation while 
staying connected to non-farmers

Near Northfield, Mike and Kay Peterson, 
along with sons Shane and Blake, raise 
corn, soybeans and hogs on  

their almost 100-year-old  
third-generation family 

farm. And 
they do 
it using 
smart 

conservation practices. That includes 
zone-tilling,  
no-tilling and establishing several acres 
of pollinator habitat. 

“What we do isn’t 
extreme, but it 
makes sense 
for our farm,” 
Mike said. The 
Petersons also 

participate in USDA’s Conservation 
Stewardship Program. Recently, they 
began a new venture, in part, to interact 

The Schoenrocks: Protecting water  
and soil resources

Leon Schoenrock has been farming for 32 
years. Over that time, he’s worked to improve 
his conservation efforts and seen many of his 
fellow farmers do the same. 

“We’re always looking for ways to 
conserve our water and 
soil resources,” said 
Leon, who grows corn 
and soybeans with 
his family near New 
Richland. For Leon, that 
means following best 
management practices 
(BMPs) developed by the 

University of Minnesota for applying nitrogen 
fertilizer. Soil testing also helps him apply the 
proper amount of fertilizer and protect nearby 
water quality. Grass waterways are planted 
in highly erodible sections of his fields and 

conservation tillage is 
used to reduce erosion 
and 
maintain 
natural 
organic 
matter in 
the soil.
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sThe Blume Family: A long “can-do” 
conservation list 

Dana Blume is proud of his family farm 
near Elbow Lake, 
where he, wife 
Katy, and their 
four children grow 
corn, soybeans and 
sugar beets. The 
list of conservation 
practices Dana 
uses on his farm is long, but worth it. “My kids 
swim in nearby lakes. We drink the water,” 
Dana said. “We do as much as we can to 
protect our health and the health of people on 
down the line.” 

His “can-do” list includes 
setting aside land sections 
through USDA’s Conservation 
Reserve Program to increase 
natural areas; planting 
perennial vegetation along 
waterways for buffers; 

variable rate fertilizer application; managing 
drainage outlets and inlets to significantly 
reduce soil sediment and nutrients from 
entering waterways, and conservation tillage 
techniques.

“It’s important that we preserve this land and 
everything around it for the next generation.”
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The Larsons: Proud to call themselves 
“active environmentalists”

The Larson farm began operating in 1874 in 
Evansville, 
about 20 miles 
northwest of 
Alexandria. 
Today, Jeffrey 
Larson and his 
wife Karen are 
the sixth generation to farm the land, growing a 
rotation of corn and soybeans.

Longevity isn’t the only area where the Larsons 
are sustainability standouts. They’ve worked 
with the Natural Resource & Conservation 
Service to build and maintain about 50 
sediment control basins to prevent soil and 
fertilizer runoff. They also practice minimum 
tillage and take active steps to promote 
conservation efforts – theirs and  
other Minnesota farmers. Karen recently 

attended an AgChat seminar 
and spends time on social media 
talking about food and farming. 

“Those of us in agriculture are 
active environmentalists, as 
compared to environmental 

activists,” Jeffrey said. “We need to protect 
the land every single day because we want to 
leave it in better shape than when we started.”

The Nowaks: 6,000 feet of buffers 

On their family farm in Wells, Mark and Lea 
Nowak have over 6,000 feet of buffer strips 
along a large county 
drainage ditch which 
eventually winds to the 
Minnesota River. The buffers 
are 33 feet wide, twice as 
long as what the county 
recommended when they 
were installed in 2008.

Mark is a third-generation farmer who grows 
corn and soybeans. He also raised hogs for 
36 years on his farm in Faribault County. When 
Mark and Lea walk across the bridge that runs 

over the drainage ditch, 
they see the results 
of their conservation 
efforts firsthand.

“We look at the water 
and it’s so clear and 
clean,” Mark said. “It’s 
probably a lot cleaner 
than what people 
think, based on what 
they’re reading in the 
newspaper.”

The Biegler Farm: Saving soil fertility

Bryan Biegler is a third-
generation farmer 
from Lake Wilson in 
southwestern Minnesota. 
Just like Biegler’s father – 
who still helps on the farm 
when he can – Bryan has 
worked to protect the area’s 
natural resources by trying 
and using many of today’s 

common, on-farm conservation practices.

He had been thinking about switching to 
strip-tilling his corn and soybean for almost 
10 years before he finally tried it. He’s 
glad he did. There are still a few spots that 
get washed out during heavy rains (that’s 
inevitable), but more 
of his soil and fertilizer 
stays on his fields and 
out of nearby ditches and 
waterways.

In addition to strip-tilling, 
Biegler practices vertical 
tillage in some areas, cover crops (especially 
planting rye into corn), and buffer strips 
around a nearby creek. It’s worth the effort, 
especially for his children. “We feed what we 
grow to our kids with no concern.”

The Toquams: Conservation is tradition

The Toquam family’s history of on-farm 
conservation efforts started back in the 1930s, 
when Clifford Toquam planted a long line 
of arbor vitae trees to protect his fields from 
wind erosion. Today, Roger Toquam and his 
family are 
the fourth 
generation 
to carry 
on that 
farming and 
conservation 
tradition.

“There’s something bred in a farmer about 
knowing what’s the right thing to do,” Roger 
said. “It bothers us if we see soil erosion or 
runoff happening. It’s in our DNA.”

On his corn, soybean (sometimes vegetable) 
and hog farm near Blooming Prairie, Roger 
maintains a natural three-acre wildlife area, 
plants food plots for pheasants, worked 

with the county on a wetlands 
restoration project, and has 
practiced ridge-tilling to reduce 
soil erosion and runoff since 
1980. He also uses buffer strips 
and smart manure management 
to fertilize the soil.
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Every day, Minnesota corn farmers work 
hard to protect our land, soil and water 
resources. Some of these efforts are 
highly visible and receive publicity. Most 
do not. The following is a collection of 
stories about the everyday conservation 
efforts of corn farmers.  

You won’t see these farmers featured 
on the front pages of the newspaper, 
but their use of common conservation 
practices like grass waterways and 
buffer strips make a difference. Here  
are their stories. 

pr
ot

ec
tin

g 
ou

r r
es

ou
rc

es



The Larsons: Proud to call themselves 
“active environmentalists”

The Larson farm began operating in 1874 in 
Evansville, 
about 20 miles 
northwest of 
Alexandria. 
Today, Jeffrey 
Larson and his 
wife Karen are 
the sixth generation to farm the land, growing a 
rotation of corn and soybeans.

Longevity isn’t the only area where the Larsons 
are sustainability standouts. They’ve worked 
with the Natural Resource & Conservation 
Service to build and maintain about 50 
sediment control basins to prevent soil and 
fertilizer runoff. They also practice minimum 
tillage and take active steps to promote 
conservation efforts – theirs and  
other Minnesota farmers. Karen recently 

attended an AgChat seminar 
and spends time on social media 
talking about food and farming. 

“Those of us in agriculture are 
active environmentalists, as 
compared to environmental 

activists,” Jeffrey said. “We need to protect 
the land every single day because we want to 
leave it in better shape than when we started.”

The Nowaks: 6,000 feet of buffers 

On their family farm in Wells, Mark and Lea 
Nowak have over 6,000 feet of buffer strips 
along a large county 
drainage ditch which 
eventually winds to the 
Minnesota River. The buffers 
are 33 feet wide, twice as 
long as what the county 
recommended when they 
were installed in 2008.

Mark is a third-generation farmer who grows 
corn and soybeans. He also raised hogs for 
36 years on his farm in Faribault County. When 
Mark and Lea walk across the bridge that runs 

over the drainage ditch, 
they see the results 
of their conservation 
efforts firsthand.

“We look at the water 
and it’s so clear and 
clean,” Mark said. “It’s 
probably a lot cleaner 
than what people 
think, based on what 
they’re reading in the 
newspaper.”

The Biegler Farm: Saving soil fertility

Bryan Biegler is a third-
generation farmer 
from Lake Wilson in 
southwestern Minnesota. 
Just like Biegler’s father – 
who still helps on the farm 
when he can – Bryan has 
worked to protect the area’s 
natural resources by trying 
and using many of today’s 

common, on-farm conservation practices.

He had been thinking about switching to 
strip-tilling his corn and soybean for almost 
10 years before he finally tried it. He’s 
glad he did. There are still a few spots that 
get washed out during heavy rains (that’s 
inevitable), but more 
of his soil and fertilizer 
stays on his fields and 
out of nearby ditches and 
waterways.

In addition to strip-tilling, 
Biegler practices vertical 
tillage in some areas, cover crops (especially 
planting rye into corn), and buffer strips 
around a nearby creek. It’s worth the effort, 
especially for his children. “We feed what we 
grow to our kids with no concern.”

The Toquams: Conservation is tradition

The Toquam family’s history of on-farm 
conservation efforts started back in the 1930s, 
when Clifford Toquam planted a long line 
of arbor vitae trees to protect his fields from 
wind erosion. Today, Roger Toquam and his 
family are 
the fourth 
generation 
to carry 
on that 
farming and 
conservation 
tradition.

“There’s something bred in a farmer about 
knowing what’s the right thing to do,” Roger 
said. “It bothers us if we see soil erosion or 
runoff happening. It’s in our DNA.”

On his corn, soybean (sometimes vegetable) 
and hog farm near Blooming Prairie, Roger 
maintains a natural three-acre wildlife area, 
plants food plots for pheasants, worked 

with the county on a wetlands 
restoration project, and has 
practiced ridge-tilling to reduce 
soil erosion and runoff since 
1980. He also uses buffer strips 
and smart manure management 
to fertilize the soil.
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Every day, Minnesota corn farmers work 
hard to protect our land, soil and water 
resources. Some of these efforts are 
highly visible and receive publicity. Most 
do not. The following is a collection of 
stories about the everyday conservation 
efforts of corn farmers.  

You won’t see these farmers featured 
on the front pages of the newspaper, 
but their use of common conservation 
practices like grass waterways and 
buffer strips make a difference. Here  
are their stories. 
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The Larson farm began operating in 1874 in 
Evansville, 
about 20 miles 
northwest of 
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wife Karen are 
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fertilizer runoff. They also practice minimum 
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inevitable), but more 
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tillage in some areas, cover crops (especially 
planting rye into corn), and buffer strips 
around a nearby creek. It’s worth the effort, 
especially for his children. “We feed what we 
grow to our kids with no concern.”
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The Toquam family’s history of on-farm 
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to carry 
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“There’s something bred in a farmer about 
knowing what’s the right thing to do,” Roger 
said. “It bothers us if we see soil erosion or 
runoff happening. It’s in our DNA.”

On his corn, soybean (sometimes vegetable) 
and hog farm near Blooming Prairie, Roger 
maintains a natural three-acre wildlife area, 
plants food plots for pheasants, worked 
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restoration project, and has 
practiced ridge-tilling to reduce 
soil erosion and runoff since 
1980. He also uses buffer strips 
and smart manure management 
to fertilize the soil.

se
di

m
en

t c
on

tro
l b

as
in

bu
ffe

r s
tri

ps

co
ve

r c
ro

ps

wi
ld

life
 h

ab
ita

t

Every day, Minnesota corn farmers work 
hard to protect our land, soil and water 
resources. Some of these efforts are 
highly visible and receive publicity. Most 
do not. The following is a collection of 
stories about the everyday conservation 
efforts of corn farmers.  

You won’t see these farmers featured 
on the front pages of the newspaper, 
but their use of common conservation 
practices like grass waterways and 
buffer strips make a difference. Here  
are their stories. 
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than what people 
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grow to our kids with no concern.”
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Every day, Minnesota corn farmers work 
hard to protect our land, soil and water 
resources. Some of these efforts are 
highly visible and receive publicity. Most 
do not. The following is a collection of 
stories about the everyday conservation 
efforts of corn farmers.  

You won’t see these farmers featured 
on the front pages of the newspaper, 
but their use of common conservation 
practices like grass waterways and 
buffer strips make a difference. Here  
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leave it in better shape than when we started.”
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than what people 
think, based on what 
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worked to protect the area’s 
natural resources by trying 
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strip-tilling his corn and soybean for almost 
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glad he did. There are still a few spots that 
get washed out during heavy rains (that’s 
inevitable), but more 
of his soil and fertilizer 
stays on his fields and 
out of nearby ditches and 
waterways.

In addition to strip-tilling, 
Biegler practices vertical 
tillage in some areas, cover crops (especially 
planting rye into corn), and buffer strips 
around a nearby creek. It’s worth the effort, 
especially for his children. “We feed what we 
grow to our kids with no concern.”
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when Clifford Toquam planted a long line 
of arbor vitae trees to protect his fields from 
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family are 
the fourth 
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to carry 
on that 
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conservation 
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“There’s something bred in a farmer about 
knowing what’s the right thing to do,” Roger 
said. “It bothers us if we see soil erosion or 
runoff happening. It’s in our DNA.”

On his corn, soybean (sometimes vegetable) 
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maintains a natural three-acre wildlife area, 
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do not. The following is a collection of 
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on the front pages of the newspaper, 
but their use of common conservation 
practices like grass waterways and 
buffer strips make a difference. Here  
are their stories. 

pr
ot

ec
tin

g 
ou

r r
es

ou
rc

es



The Petersons: Conservation while 
staying connected to non-farmers

Near Northfield, Mike and Kay Peterson, 
along with sons Shane and Blake, raise 

corn, soybeans 
and hogs on  
their almost 
100-year-old  
third-generation 
family farm. 
And they do 
it using smart 
conservation 

practices. That includes zone-tilling,  
no-tilling and establishing several acres 
of pollinator habitat. 

“What we do isn’t extreme, but it makes 
sense for our farm,” Mike said. The 
Petersons also participate in USDA’s 
Conservation Stewardship Program. 
Recently, they began a 
new venture, in part, to 
interact with the local 
community – a farmer’s 
market selling stone 
ground wheat flour. 

“We really look forward 
to being out there. It’s important for 
farmers to do things like this to connect 
with non-farmers.”

The Schoenrocks: Protecting water  
and soil resources

Leon Schoenrock has been farming for 32 
years. Over that time, he’s worked to improve 
his conservation efforts and seen many of his 
fellow farmers do the same. 

“We’re always looking for ways to conserve 
our water and soil 
resources,” said 
Leon, who grows corn 
and soybeans with 
his family near New 
Richland. For Leon, that 
means following best 
management practices 
(BMPs) developed by the 

University of Minnesota for applying nitrogen 
fertilizer. Soil testing also helps him apply the 
proper amount of fertilizer and protect nearby 
water quality. Grass waterways are planted 
in highly erodible sections of his fields and 
conservation tillage is used to reduce erosion 
and maintain natural organic matter in the soil.

“We’re proud of the steps we 
take to protect the soil and 
water,” Leon said. “We’re also 
active in organizations that try 
to protect the river and other 
waterways.”
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sThe Blume Family: A long “can-do” 
conservation list 

Dana Blume is proud of his family farm 
near Elbow Lake, 
where he, wife 
Katy, and their 
four children grow 
corn, soybeans and 
sugar beets. The 
list of conservation 
practices Dana 
uses on his farm is long, but worth it. “My kids 
swim in nearby lakes. We drink the water,” 
Dana said. “We do as much as we can to 
protect our health and the health of people on 
down the line.” 

His “can-do” list includes 
setting aside land sections 
through USDA’s Conservation 
Reserve Program to increase 
natural areas; planting 
perennial vegetation along 
waterways for buffers; 

variable rate fertilizer application; managing 
drainage outlets and inlets to significantly 
reduce soil sediment and nutrients from 
entering waterways, and conservation tillage 
techniques.

“It’s important that we preserve this land and 
everything around it for the next generation.”
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The Petersons: Conservation while 
staying connected to non-farmers

Near Northfield, Mike and Kay Peterson, 
along with sons Shane and Blake, raise 

corn, soybeans 
and hogs on  
their almost 
100-year-old  
third-generation 
family farm. 
And they do 
it using smart 
conservation 

practices. That includes zone-tilling,  
no-tilling and establishing several acres 
of pollinator habitat. 

“What we do isn’t extreme, but it makes 
sense for our farm,” Mike said. The 
Petersons also participate in USDA’s 
Conservation Stewardship Program. 
Recently, they began a 
new venture, in part, to 
interact with the local 
community – a farmer’s 
market selling stone 
ground wheat flour. 

“We really look forward 
to being out there. It’s important for 
farmers to do things like this to connect 
with non-farmers.”

The Schoenrocks: Protecting water  
and soil resources

Leon Schoenrock has been farming for 32 
years. Over that time, he’s worked to improve 
his conservation efforts and seen many of his 
fellow farmers do the same. 

“We’re always looking for ways to conserve 
our water and soil 
resources,” said 
Leon, who grows corn 
and soybeans with 
his family near New 
Richland. For Leon, that 
means following best 
management practices 
(BMPs) developed by the 

University of Minnesota for applying nitrogen 
fertilizer. Soil testing also helps him apply the 
proper amount of fertilizer and protect nearby 
water quality. Grass waterways are planted 
in highly erodible sections of his fields and 
conservation tillage is used to reduce erosion 
and maintain natural organic matter in the soil.

“We’re proud of the steps we 
take to protect the soil and 
water,” Leon said. “We’re also 
active in organizations that try 
to protect the river and other 
waterways.”
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Dana Blume is proud of his family farm 
near Elbow Lake, 
where he, wife 
Katy, and their 
four children grow 
corn, soybeans and 
sugar beets. The 
list of conservation 
practices Dana 
uses on his farm is long, but worth it. “My kids 
swim in nearby lakes. We drink the water,” 
Dana said. “We do as much as we can to 
protect our health and the health of people on 
down the line.” 

His “can-do” list includes 
setting aside land sections 
through USDA’s Conservation 
Reserve Program to increase 
natural areas; planting 
perennial vegetation along 
waterways for buffers; 

variable rate fertilizer application; managing 
drainage outlets and inlets to significantly 
reduce soil sediment and nutrients from 
entering waterways, and conservation tillage 
techniques.

“It’s important that we preserve this land and 
everything around it for the next generation.”
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Near Northfield, Mike and Kay Peterson, 
along with sons Shane and Blake, raise 

corn, soybeans 
and hogs on  
their almost 
100-year-old  
third-generation 
family farm. 
And they do 
it using smart 
conservation 

practices. That includes zone-tilling,  
no-tilling and establishing several acres 
of pollinator habitat. 

“What we do isn’t extreme, but it makes 
sense for our farm,” Mike said. The 
Petersons also participate in USDA’s 
Conservation Stewardship Program. 
Recently, they began a 
new venture, in part, to 
interact with the local 
community – a farmer’s 
market selling stone 
ground wheat flour. 

“We really look forward 
to being out there. It’s important for 
farmers to do things like this to connect 
with non-farmers.”

The Schoenrocks: Protecting water  
and soil resources

Leon Schoenrock has been farming for 32 
years. Over that time, he’s worked to improve 
his conservation efforts and seen many of his 
fellow farmers do the same. 

“We’re always looking for ways to conserve 
our water and soil 
resources,” said 
Leon, who grows corn 
and soybeans with 
his family near New 
Richland. For Leon, that 
means following best 
management practices 
(BMPs) developed by the 

University of Minnesota for applying nitrogen 
fertilizer. Soil testing also helps him apply the 
proper amount of fertilizer and protect nearby 
water quality. Grass waterways are planted 
in highly erodible sections of his fields and 
conservation tillage is used to reduce erosion 
and maintain natural organic matter in the soil.

“We’re proud of the steps we 
take to protect the soil and 
water,” Leon said. “We’re also 
active in organizations that try 
to protect the river and other 
waterways.”
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conservation list 

Dana Blume is proud of his family farm 
near Elbow Lake, 
where he, wife 
Katy, and their 
four children grow 
corn, soybeans and 
sugar beets. The 
list of conservation 
practices Dana 
uses on his farm is long, but worth it. “My kids 
swim in nearby lakes. We drink the water,” 
Dana said. “We do as much as we can to 
protect our health and the health of people on 
down the line.” 

His “can-do” list includes 
setting aside land sections 
through USDA’s Conservation 
Reserve Program to increase 
natural areas; planting 
perennial vegetation along 
waterways for buffers; 

variable rate fertilizer application; managing 
drainage outlets and inlets to significantly 
reduce soil sediment and nutrients from 
entering waterways, and conservation tillage 
techniques.

“It’s important that we preserve this land and 
everything around it for the next generation.”
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and hogs on  
their almost 
100-year-old  
third-generation 
family farm. 
And they do 
it using smart 
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practices. That includes zone-tilling,  
no-tilling and establishing several acres 
of pollinator habitat. 

“What we do isn’t extreme, but it makes 
sense for our farm,” Mike said. The 
Petersons also participate in USDA’s 
Conservation Stewardship Program. 
Recently, they began a 
new venture, in part, to 
interact with the local 
community – a farmer’s 
market selling stone 
ground wheat flour. 

“We really look forward 
to being out there. It’s important for 
farmers to do things like this to connect 
with non-farmers.”

The Schoenrocks: Protecting water  
and soil resources

Leon Schoenrock has been farming for 32 
years. Over that time, he’s worked to improve 
his conservation efforts and seen many of his 
fellow farmers do the same. 

“We’re always looking for ways to conserve 
our water and soil 
resources,” said 
Leon, who grows corn 
and soybeans with 
his family near New 
Richland. For Leon, that 
means following best 
management practices 
(BMPs) developed by the 

University of Minnesota for applying nitrogen 
fertilizer. Soil testing also helps him apply the 
proper amount of fertilizer and protect nearby 
water quality. Grass waterways are planted 
in highly erodible sections of his fields and 
conservation tillage is used to reduce erosion 
and maintain natural organic matter in the soil.

“We’re proud of the steps we 
take to protect the soil and 
water,” Leon said. “We’re also 
active in organizations that try 
to protect the river and other 
waterways.”
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Dana Blume is proud of his family farm 
near Elbow Lake, 
where he, wife 
Katy, and their 
four children grow 
corn, soybeans and 
sugar beets. The 
list of conservation 
practices Dana 
uses on his farm is long, but worth it. “My kids 
swim in nearby lakes. We drink the water,” 
Dana said. “We do as much as we can to 
protect our health and the health of people on 
down the line.” 

His “can-do” list includes 
setting aside land sections 
through USDA’s Conservation 
Reserve Program to increase 
natural areas; planting 
perennial vegetation along 
waterways for buffers; 

variable rate fertilizer application; managing 
drainage outlets and inlets to significantly 
reduce soil sediment and nutrients from 
entering waterways, and conservation tillage 
techniques.

“It’s important that we preserve this land and 
everything around it for the next generation.”
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