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Welcome to our Annual 
Report and Year in Review 

publication. 

Corn farmers saw much change 
this past year. We’re excited 
to share how they responded 
using modern innovation and 
information. Without question, 
farmers’ commitment to 
conservation is in full force. 

We’ve also added a special 
insert. It explains five 
strategic initiatives to  

propel that effort. Learn 
more at mncorn.org. 
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Dr. Adam Birr, MCGA Executive Director

This past fall, I had the opportunity to 
announce the launch of our new strategic 
plan during an event at the University of 
Minnesota titled “9 Billion and Counting: 
Abolishing Hunger.” It seemed fitting to 
launch our ambitious, new plan at this event, 
which took place one day after Minnesotans 
celebrated the work of famous U of M 
agriculture researcher Norman Borlaug.

The event was attended by 
a diverse range of leaders, 
not all of whom were directly 
connected to agriculture. Our 
plan also reaches beyond the 
boundaries of the agricultural 
universe. We want to include 
non-farmers, Twin Cities 

residents, legislative leaders 
from non-farming areas, and business leaders 
in our messaging.

We’re proud to represent Minnesota corn 
farmers. We’re especially proud of the work 
corn farmers do in the areas of stewardship, 
water quality and finding new uses for each 
year’s corn crop. Minnesota corn farmers 
have an exciting story to tell, and we want to 
make sure that story is heard by everyone, 
not just fellow farmers and people in 
agriculture.

Implementing our new strategic plan over 
the next five years will be both exciting 
and challenging. And, like corn farmers 
who embrace the annual challenge and 
opportunity of raising a crop, all of us at 
Minnesota Corn are ready to do the same 
when implementing our new plan.

Harold Wolle, Jr., MCGA President

The list of challenges faced by Minnesota corn 
farmers keeps getting longer, doesn’t it? Low 
prices, an uncertain regulatory environment, 
Mother Nature, and misinformation about 
modern agricultural practices can sometimes 
make it seem like it’s corn farmers versus  
the world.

I understand that feeling, and sometimes 
I feel it myself. While it’s important to 
acknowledge these challenges and work as 
hard as we can to overcome them, we can’t 
let them bog us down. Yes, corn farmers face 
many challenges. But there is also a lot of 
opportunity out there. 

For example, a recent survey conducted by 
MCGA found that nearly 80 percent of non-
farmers trust farmers to do the right thing when 
it comes to the environment. Investments are 
being made every day by MCGA and partner 
organizations like the U.S. Grains Council to 
add value to our crops and, hopefully, improve 
prices. Mother Nature…well, overcoming that 
challenge will always be tricky.

I’m not trying to sugarcoat 
things, but I believe it’s 
important to see both sides of 
the corn-farming coin. Our new 
strategic plan is designed to 
address challenges and take 
advantage of opportunities. 

With the grassroots help of  
our 7,000-plus members, MCGA is ready to 
tackle challenges and seize new opportunities. 
We’ll need to roll up our sleeves and work 
hard, but together we can make that list of 
challenges shorter.

continued on following page

letters from  
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Chad Willis, MCR&PC Chair

Thanks to the investment of Minnesota 
corn farmers through the statewide 
check-off program, the Minnesota 
Corn Research & Promotion Council 
(MCR&PC) and its broad coalition of 
partners made great progress this year. 

Detailing everything your 
check-off investment 
covers requires a lot 
more space than what I 
have in this short letter. 
I’ve included some key 
highlights here, and you’ll 
see plenty of details 

throughout this publication.

First, we significantly increased the 
number of flex-fuel pumps available to 
consumers throughout the state. We  
also were able to invest in unique  
value-added opportunities for our 
corn crop, including using corn as 
an ingredient in shrimp feed and 
using distillers dried grains for human 
consumption in breads and snack 
foods. This is on top of the check-off 
investments we make annually in  
third-party research, expanding 
partnerships and reaching out to  
non-farming consumers. 

Now, we have a new strategic plan to 
further guide our efforts in ensuring your 
check-off investments are returning 
maximum value to your operation and 
Minnesota corn farming overall. Look 
for our work in research, consumer 
outreach, conservation, and corn 
utilization to get even stronger in the 
coming years.

To every farmer who contributes to the 
check-off program: Thank you. Your 
investment is moving corn farming and  
all of agriculture forward in Minnesota.

Chad Willis
MCR&PC Chair

n
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As part of our 
committment to 
conservation, 
MCGA awards 
Innovation 
Grants to 
farmers to 
promote better 
management 
of nitrogen and 
protect water 
quality. This 
year’s six 
recipients are 
highlighted 
throughout 
the Year in 
Review.

Minnesota’s corn farmers lost a 
friend and champion on November 18 
when MCGA public relations manager 
Adam Czech passed away after a 
year-long battle with cancer.  

Adam, 34, was a tireless and talented 
advocate for Minnesota agriculture. 
He tackled every assignment with 
professionalism, curiosity and a deep 
desire to do credit to the subject 
at hand. His unassuming manner 
and good humor made him a valued 
member of the Minnesota corn team. 

Adam leaves behind a wife and two 
young boys, as well as hundreds of 
friends and colleagues. Our deepest 
condolences go out to Adam’s family. 
He will be greatly missed.

Minnesota agriculture  
loses an advocate, 
colleague and friend 

let ters f rom 
leadership

Innovation
Grants



JANUARY FEBRUARYjanuary
Heading east to China
Farmer-leader Jerry Demmer 
stepped away from his farm 
near Clarks Grove to participate 
in a grain exports trade mission 
to China. Demmer was one of 11 Minnesota 
farmers on the mission, which aimed to 
expand Chinese markets for corn, ethanol and 
distillers dried grains.

MN Ag EXPO another success
Over 1,000 farmers, agriculture researchers, 
policymakers and ag-centric businesses 
attended MN Ag EXPO 2016 in Mankato. 
New to EXPO were two panels led by Lynn 
Ketelsen of the Linder Farm Network and 
Don Wick of the Red River Farm Network that 
focused on agriculture policy and advocating 
for agriculture.

Innovation Grant Program launched
To help Minnesota corn farmers implement 
ideas on how to better manage nitrogen 
and protect water quality, Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) launched its 
new Innovation Grant Program.

february
MCGA elects board 
members
John Swanson, 
Mentor, was newly 
elected to represent 
District 6. Swanson 
farms in partnership 
with his son and 
previously worked 

for Dahlgren 
& Company. 
Bruce Peterson, 
Northfield, was 
re-elected to represent District 3. 
Tom Haag, Eden Valley; Ryan  
Buck, Goodhue, and Gerald  
Mulder, Renville, were elected  
to fill at-large positions.  

Three award winners  
recognized
Karl Duncanson and Tim Gerlach were 

named co-recipients of the Golden Kernel 
award. Duncanson, who 
passed away in 2015, was 
a third-generation farmer in 
Mapleton who served on the 

Minnesota 
Corn Research 
& Promotion 
Council 
(MCR&PC). 
Gerlach served 
as executive 
director of 

MCGA for nearly seven 
years before departing 
the organization in 2014. 
Receiving MCGA’s Friend  

of Agriculture award was Al Juhnke, a  
former state representative, aide to  
Sen. Al Franken, and current executive 
director of the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association.

continued on following page

news and  
highlights 2016
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Bruce Peterson
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Tom Haag Ryan Buck
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Al Juhnke

Jerry Demmer

More than 90 exhibitors appeared at MN Ag EXPO 2016. 

John Swanson



MARCHCrop Nutrient Conference  
Over 225 farmers, researchers and agriculture 
professionals attended the 2016 Crop Nutrient 
Management Conference in Morton. The 
conference brings together the best nutrient 
management researchers in the Corn Belt for 
the annual event.

Speaking out at Water Summit
Minnesota corn farmers were a prominent 
voice in the media and online in the weeks 
and months leading up to Gov. Mark Dayton’s 
water quality summit in St. Paul. MCGA was 
also well-represented at the event.

march
MCGA Day on  
the Hill
Grower leaders 
spent the day at the 
Capitol in St. Paul 
talking property 
taxes, buffers and 
other agriculture 
issues during 
MCGA’s Day on  
the Hill.

Commodity Classic draws record crowd
For the first time, Commodity Classic 2016 
included the Association of Equipment 
Manufacturers, who brought an expanded 

trade show exhibition. A 
record crowd of over 9,500 
people attended, including 
more than 300 Minnesota 
farmers.

MCGA selects interns
Nicole Krumrie and Haleigh 
Ortmeier-Clarke, both 
University of Minnesota 
students, were selected 
to work on behalf of 

Minnesota’s corn farmers 
while gaining 
practical and 
hands-on 
experiences in 
agriculture.

april
Legislative reception makes connections
Corn farmers and legislators came together 
in an informal setting to visit about a variety of 
issues affecting Minnesota agriculture.

Bee Lab partnership  
MCGA partnered with the 
world-renowned University 
of Minnesota Bee Lab to 
provide farmers with valuable 
information on how to make their 
farms more pollinator-friendly.

House honors Mulder 
Gerald Mulder, a corn and 
soybean farmer in Renville who 
serves on the MCGA board of 
directors, was honored by the 

House Agriculture Finance Committee with 
a special resolution for his contributions to 
Minnesota agriculture.

5
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Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack spoke at 
Commodity Classic  
in New Orleans.

Nicole Krumrie Haleigh  
Ortmeier-Clarke
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The Crop Nutrient Management Conference continues to 
grow in popularity.

MCGA farmer-leader Gerald Mulder (center) was honored 
with a special House resolution on April 14.



MCR&PC fills three seats
George Goblish, a corn and soybean farmer 
near Redwood, was elected to represent 
District 7. Re-elected were Chad Willis, 
Kandiyohi, for Districts 3, 5 and 6, and Gary 
Prescher, Faribault, for District 8.

may
Two scholarships funded
MCGA provided funding for two scholarships 
at The Academy for Sciences & Agriculture 
(AFSA) High School. AFSA is a public 
charter school in the Twin Cities that focuses 
on career paths related to science and 
agriculture.   

MCGA at the ballpark
Minnesota Twins and St. Paul Saints fans 
saw plenty of information about corn farming 
this summer. Twins fans had the opportunity 
to play TWINGO weekdays on a new mobile 
phone game app. At the Saints’ CHS Field, 
the foul poles once again had a corn theme.

2017 RVO rule proposal
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
released a proposed rule to set Renewable 
Volume Obligations (RVO) under the 
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) for 2017. 
The numbers are an increase from 2016 RVO 
levels, but still fall short of the numbers set by 
Congress in the RFS.

june
Testifying at  
RFS hearing
Farmer-leaders 
Jerry Demmer and 
Dan Root testified at 
a public hearing in 
Kansas, defending 
the RFS and  
speaking out in 
favor of clean, 
renewable ethanol.

Next generation shines
MCGA is proud to sponsor the 4-H Science 
of Agriculture Challenge, a competition where 
teams of youth work to develop solutions to 
common problems facing farmers today. This 
year’s winning team developed a heated 
pouch to prevent essential vaccines from 
freezing when dairy farmers need them during 
the winter.

Innovative field day
Using an MCGA Innovation Grant, Jared 
Nordick hosted a field day on his farm in 
Wilkin County. Attendees learned about 
Nordick’s use of cover crops, a saturated 
buffer and other conservation efforts.

continued on following page
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Minnesota corn farmers again had a strong visual presence 
at Saints games last summer.

The effort to support ethanol 
marches on with this message.

The Hot Shots from Dakota County took first place at this year’s 
4-H Science of Agriculture Challenge.



Under Secretary visits Minnesota farm
Brian Thalmann welcomed Alexis Taylor, 
USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Farm and 
Foreign Agricultural Services, to the Thalmann 
farm near Plato to talk trade, the farm bill and 
crop insurance.

Taiwanese team lands in Minnesota
With an assist from the U.S. Grains Council, 
MCGA President Harold Wolle, Jr., hosted a 
team of Taiwanese swine producers on his 
farm near St. James.

july
Haag goes national
Tom Haag, a farmer 
near Eden Valley and 
past president of 
MCGA, was elected to 
the National Corn Growers Association board 
of directors. Haag is the first Minnesotan on 
the national board since Jerry Larson (Elbow 
Lake) retired in 2011.

Packed house at Deer  
Creek Speedway
Over 8,000 people filled the 
stands at Deer Creek 
Speedway in Spring Valley  
for MCGA’s ethanol-powered 
“Tasseldega Nights.”Admission 
was free and racing fans had 

an opportunity to learn more about corn 
farming and cleaner-burning ethanol.

Standing up for RFS
“The RFS is a success and has played an 
important role in reducing petroleum imports, 
cleaning our air and strengthening the 
economic health of rural America.” So said  
a letter MCGA sent to the EPA, encouraging  
the agency to adhere to the statutory 
requirements for ethanol blending in our fuel 
supply as called for in the Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS).

Welcome to 
Kernel Nation
MCGA brought  
a family-
focused, corn-
themed event 
to Willmar and 
Albert Lea. 
In addition to 
the fun and 
games, Kernel Nation was an opportunity to 
connect with local leaders to highlight corn 
farming’s impact on the local economy and 
the importance of homegrown ethanol fuel.

august
Pollinator order
Gov. Mark Dayton issued an executive 
order focused on the health of pollinators in 
Minnesota. Later in the year, MCGA board 

member Brian Thalmann 
was appointed by  
Gov. Dayton to the 
Governor’s Committee 
on Pollinator Protection, 
created to advise and 
promote collaboration.

news &  
highl ights  
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Tom Haag

Tasseldega Nights races brought people of all 
ages together to enjoy the races and learn about 
corn farming.

Corn ambassador Maizey helped greet 
young Kernel Nation goers.

(Left to right) Randall Thalmann, Adam Thalmann, Brian 
Thalmann, USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign 
Agricultural Services Alexis Taylor, and Bob Ness from Rep. 
Collin Peterson’s office gathered at the Thalmann family farm.



Summer camp:  
farm style
MCGA interns 
Haleigh Ortmeier-
Clarke and Nicole 
Krumrie hit the 
road at the end 
of summer to 
connect with youth 
during several farm 
camps. In all, the 
interns gave 144 
“corn lessons” to youth in grades 3-6.

A-Maize-ing Corn Day
It’s become a tradition akin to food on a stick 
and rides on the Midway. “A-Maize-ing” Corn 
Day at the Minnesota State Fair was again a 
success. We hope to see you in 2017 near the 
Christensen Farms Stage.

Field-to-Fork farm dinner
Forget searching for answers to your food and 
farming questions. Why not go to an actual 
farm and talk to a real farmer? CommonGround 
Minnesota hosted a “Field-to-Fork” dinner at 

Brian Thalmann’s family farm near Plato to 
connect with Twin Cities media and other non-
farmers on hot topics surrounding agriculture.

Grassroots input
MCGA leaders heard directly from corn 
farmers during a series of district meetings 
throughout the state. It’s these types of events 
that help MCGA become a stronger grassroots 
organization.

Innovating at Farmfest
At this summer’s annual Farmfest event 
near Redwood Falls, MCGA sponsored “Ag 
Innovation Day” and treated attendees to a free 
sweet corn feed. Community leaders visiting 
the MCGA tent included Congressmen Tim 
Walz and Tom Emmer, University of Minnesota 
President Eric Kaler and Lt. Gov. Tina Smith.

september
Road Crew hits Open Streets
Maizey and MCGA were front and center at the 
giant Open 
Streets Nicollet 
Avenue 
block party in 
Minneapolis. 
Thousands 
of urban 
Twin Cities 
residents had 
the opportunity 
to high-five 
Maizey and learn a thing or two about  
corn farming.

Speaking out on neonics
A legislative hearing on pollinators and neonics 
featured the insight of Brian Thalmann, a 
MCGA farmer-leader and farmer near Plato.  
“I wanted to share my perspectives as a 
farmer,” Thalmann said. “How I use neonics on 
my farm and how I’m careful and conscientious 
with my practices.”

Coborn’s offers ethanol savings
Drivers who filled up at Coborn’s/’Lil Duke’s 
fueling stations saved on ethanol-blended fuels 
like E15, E30 and E85. Minnesota corn farmers 
were also at the pump to answer questions 
about ethanol and the various blends.

continued on following page
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Summer camps made learning 
about corn fun.
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Brian Thalmann led Field to Fork attendees, including media, 
on a tour of his farm.

“Open Streets” in Minneapolis helped educate an  
urban audience about corn.



Biegler joins MCGA board
Bryan Biegler, a farmer near 
Lake Wilson, was appointed to 
the MCGA board of directors. 
Biegler is also part of the 
Soil Health Partnership, an 
initiative of the National Corn 
Growers Association.

october
Football, food and farming
Not only did Gopher fans celebrate a win 
over Indiana State University on Oct. 8, 
they also cheered loudly for Minnesota 
agriculture. “Celebrate Ag & Food Day” has 
become a fall tradition at Gophers football 
games, giving organizations like MCGA 
an opportunity to reach the large football 
audience with information about corn 
farming, conservation, and modern  
farming practices.

Strategic plan launched
To help Minnesota corn farmers become 
the most sustainable and environmentally 
responsible in the United States, MCGA 
launched an ambitious, new strategic plan. 
In describing the plan, MCGA President 
Harold Wolle, Jr., said, “We want to be a 

model for the rest of the country in how we 
take care of the land while also managing 
profitable and highly productive farm 
operations.”

Minnoco Pink Out promotion
Locally owned, independent Minnoco  
fueling stations promoted Unleaded Plus –  
a blend of 15 percent ethanol also known  
as E15 – while raising $15,000 for a local 
cancer relief organization. Ethanol displaces 
cancer-causing components of gasoline  
like benzene.

Vietnam DDGS team visits Minnesota farm
MCGA President Harold Wolle, Jr., welcomed  
a DDGS inspection team to his farm near  
St. James. The group got an up-close  
look at Minnesota farming and the care  
taken to deliver a high-quality product to 
export markets.

Fall celebration at the Arboretum
The MCGA booth at the University of 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum’s Fall 
Harvest Festival was buzzing with Twin Cities’ 
families learning more about corn and the 
conservation efforts of corn farmers.

9
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MCGA used popular Gopher events to spread a positive 
message about corn farmers and corn farming.

Bryan Biegler

Harold Wolle, Jr., second from left, and his son, Matt, hosted a Vietnam 
DDGS inspection team on the Wolle family farm.

news &  
highl ights  
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november
Harvest challenges 
A rainy fall made for difficult harvest 
conditions for many farmers throughout 

the state. However, corn farmers 
still harvested a quality crop. USDA 
estimated overall yields were at or better 
than the previous year.

NASCAR
To better connect with race fans about 
the benefits of homegrown ethanol, 
farmers Jerry Demmer, Chad Willis and 
George Goblish represented Minnesota 
Corn at a Texas Motor Speedway 
NASCAR race. Texas, Missouri, 
Nebraska and North Dakota corn 
growers were also on hand at the event.

RFS numbers released
EPA finalized 2017 volume requirements 
for biofuel in the nation’s motor fuel 
supply at 19.28 billion gallons. This is a 
6.4 percent increase over 2016 and is in 
line with levels originally in the statute.  

december
Pre-resolutions meeting
Corn farmers showed grassroots 
engagement and leadership in action 
by gathering for MCGA’s annual 
pre-resolutions meeting. There was 
good discussion on state and federal 
legislative policy and priorities. 

Nitrogen Smart education
Hundreds of corn farmers attended 
Nitrogen Smart educational sessions to 
gain a better understanding of effectively 
managing nitrogen on their farms. The 
sessions are presented by University of 
Minnesota Extension with support  
from MCGA. n
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Corn farmers gathered at Nitrogen Smart sessions for 
updates on nitrogen management.

Corn growers from several states brought the 
benefits-of-ethanol message to race fans.

To improve soil  
health and reduce 

erosion and nitrate 
losses, Dan is 

collaborating to 
develop machinery 

that will interseed 
cover crops while 
applying nitrogen 

fertilizer during 
the growing 

season.

Soggy conditions hindered many farmers last fall.
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coffman

nicollet 
county



Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) announced its intentions this 
fall to implement an ambitious set 
of initiatives with the goal of making 
Minnesota corn farmers the most 
sustainable and environmentally 
responsible in the United States. 

This is a lofty goal (and no small task). 
But the approximately 25,000 corn 
farmers MCGA represents are  
already making great strides. This 
grassroots, farmer-driven effort 
addresses values shared by both 
farmers and non-farmers. 

Promote Sustainability Programs
The plan calls on Minnesota corn farmers 

to enroll in sustainability 
programs and integrate 
on-farm best management 
practices that fit their 
specific farm. By 
exploring the possibility 

of enrolling in a sustainability program, 
farmers can build upon and improve 
conservation efforts they’ve already 
undertaken. On many corn farms, 

practices that benefit Minnesota’s 
environment, especially in the area  
of water quality, 
are currently  
in place. With 
more education, 
more outreach, 
and a continued 
commitment to  
science-based 
research, 
conservation best 
management 
practices will 
become more widespread and beneficial 
to our state’s waterways.

Support Innovation
The plan also expands on MCGA’s new 

conservation-focused 
grant program. Through 
this program, MCGA 
offers grants to help 
farmers use new 
conservation practices to 

better manage nitrogen fertilizer, protect 
water quality, or compare farming 
measurement tools.

new strategic priorities  
and goals
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Brad interseeded 
different cover crop 
varieties as he applied 
in-season nitrogen to 
improve soil health, 
reduce erosion 
and protect water 
quality.

We believe corn farmers can achieve sustainability and maintain profitability using best management practices.

Innovation Grants are funding  
new solutions for corn farmers.

innovation
grant
winner

brad  
nere
renville 
county



Advocate Best Practices
A key component of MCGA’s plan calls on 

corn farmers to improve their 
management of nitrogen 
fertilizer to better protect water 
quality. This includes following 
the University of Minnesota’s 
best management practices. 

These recommendations are not meant to 
tell corn farmers how to farm. However, corn 
farmers have invested millions of dollars in 
third-party research through the corn check-
off program. Some of these recommendations 
are the result of that research, which is 
scientifically proven to protect our state’s 
waterways and boost a farmer’s bottom line. 

Foster New Uses
As corn farmers know, sustainability means 

more than just addressing 
environmental concerns. Corn 
farmers 
must be 
financially 
sustainable, 

too. One of the ways corn 
farmers do this is by 
developing new markets 
for corn. That’s why 
our plan also includes 
new investments for 
increasing the use of 
homegrown biofuels 
like ethanol, as well as 
using corn in sustainable 
biopolymers, as feed 
for fresh shrimp, and to 
make human foods using distillers’ dried 
grains. These are just a few examples of how 
Minnesota corn farmers will become more 
financially sustainable while also contributing 
to a healthier planet.

Strengthening Partnerships
Finally, the plan seeks to grow partnerships 

with outside organizations. 
Finding the right partners is key 
to helping corn farmers improve 
their own operations, and 
agriculture overall. Partnerships 
are also important in the 

areas of sustainability and environmental 
stewardship. 

Yes, “partnership” 
can sometimes 
be a vague term, 
especially in 
farming where 
independence is 
a source of pride. 
But MCGA’s plan 
outlines clear 
action steps to 

ensure that 
each new 
and existing 
partnership is 
1) meaningful, 
and 2) another 
step toward the ultimate goal of helping 
Minnesota corn farmers become the 
most sustainable and environmentally 
responsible in the United States.

Read more about these initiatives  
in the special insert within this issue  
of our Annual Report and Year in  
Review publication.

12
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It’s a promising time to develop 
exciting, new uses for crops.

Meaningful outside partnerships will play an 
important role in advancing our efforts.

strategic  
pr ior i t ies & 
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Much of the discussion during the spring 
legislative session centered on property tax 
relief for farmers and clarification on last 
year’s buffer bill. However, many other items 
impacted Minnesota’s corn farmers at both 
the state and federal level.

state
Property Taxes
The first priority of the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) – to get some 
much-needed property tax relief for farmers 
– passed during the spring 2016 legislative 
session. Legislators heard from the ag 
community loud and clear, and passed a 
tax bill that included $90 million dollars for 
agricultural property tax relief related to 
school bond payments. Unfortunately,  
Gov. Dayton did not sign the tax bill. We  
hope this will be addressed early in the  
2017 legislative session. 

Buffers 
MCGA’s second priority during session was 
passing changes to the buffer law exempting 
private ditches, along with other important 
clarifications. The bill was passed and  
signed into law. However, the tax bill that  
Gov. Dayton left unsigned also included  
$11 million for counties to enforce the new 
buffer law. MCGA favors local enforcement 

of the new buffer law, and was disappointed 
this funding was lost. Additionally, we 
continue to advocate on the issue of 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
eligibility for land required to be in buffers. 

Pollinators 
MCGA 
supported the 
only stand-
alone pollinator 
legislation to 
pass this year. 
The first of 
its kind in the 
United States, 
the legislation 
set a voluntary 
way for solar sites 
to benefit pollinating insects like bees and 
butterflies. MCGA is committed to increasing 
pollinator habitat in ways that fit Minnesota’s 
agricultural landscape. This bill is another way 

to support those efforts. 

Working Lands 
“Working Lands,” which was 
supported by MCGA, was 
included in the supplemental 
budget agreement and funded. It 
provides for a feasibility study and 
program plan to incentivize the 
establishment and maintenance of 
perennial crops, to be completed 
by 2018.  

Neonics
Gov. Dayton issued an executive order 
regarding the health of pollinators in 
Minnesota, requiring restrictions on foliar 
applications of neonictinoids. MCGA agrees 
pollinators play a crucial role in the health  
of our agricultural economy. We will be 
working closely with the governor and state 
agencies to find meaningful, science- 

legislative  
reports

Changes to the buffer law, including county enforcement, were a top priority in 2016.

MCGA will continue efforts to increase 
pollinator habitat.
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based solutions to improving pollinator 
health, while ensuring the viability of our  
state’s farmers. 

Health Insurance 
Farmers and individuals in rural 
communities have increasingly 
expressed concern over limited 
healthcare coverage options and 
significantly rising healthcare costs. 
We anticipate health insurance to be a 
priority for Minnesota Corn during the 
2017 legislative session.

federal
GMO Labeling
The U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives passed a uniform 

national food labeling standard. 
President Obama signed the bill into 
law this summer, helping prevent any 
confusion and costly red tape associated 
with a patchwork of state labeling laws. 
The law will ensure that foods produced 
with genetically modified ingredients are 
not unnecessarily stigmatized. Federal 
regulators are currently determining how 
to carry out the law across the country. 

RFS 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is once again attempting to slash 
the Renewable 
Fuel Standard 
(RFS) and cut 
the amount of 
corn ethanol 
blended in 
our fuel supply. 
MCGA continues 
to speak out in  
favor of a strong, 
conventional, corn ethanol section of  
the RFS.  

Atrazine
The EPA recently released an ecological 
risk assessment of the pesticide 
atrazine. Unfortunately, EPA based the 

assessment on studies that 
its own Science Advisory 
Panel deemed flawed as 
recently as four years ago. 
MCGA submitted a comment 
letter to EPA addressing the 
agency’s flawed assessment. 

Trans-Pacific  
Partnership (TPP)
Congress did not pass TPP, 
which would help break  
 down trade barriers, 

establish high standard rules for trade, 
and open new markets for U.S. farmers.

Farm Bill
MCGA continues to communicate 
with congressional offices about the 
importance of a strong Farm Bill. We look 
forward to additional conversations with 
elected officials regarding opportunities 
to improve the next Farm Bill in 2018.

14

Corn farmers can rely on MCGA to 
give them a voice in Washington.
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legis lat ive 
reports 

2016

Keith collaborated to 
develop equipment  

that interseeded  
cover crops while  

applying in-season 
nitrogen fertilizer,  

all in a single pass.
Taking both steps 

during the growing 
season help keep 

nitrogen on the  
field and out 

of nearby 
waterways.

MCGA farmer-leaders met with government leaders like Minnesota 
Congressman Collin Peterson (front, center) during a fly-in to Washington, D.C.

innovation
grant

winner

keith
hartmann

sibley 
county



Minnesota corn farmers supported a wide 
variety of research projects in 2016. These 
included initiatives that investigate the 
development of value-added products, 
management of corn inputs, topics related 
to ethanol use, evaluation of genetic traits, 
and the relationship between agricultural 
management practices and natural resources. 

Focus on water quality
MCGA’s investments in research efforts 
total about $4 million annually. More than 
half of those funds are dedicated to projects 
related to nitrogen fertilizer management and 
protecting water quality. 

Over the last nine years, Minnesota’s 
corn farmers have greatly increased their 
investment in research efforts to use nitrogen 
fertilizer more efficiently and effectively. 
Since 2007, 34 projects addressing nitrogen 
fertilizer management have been supported 
using funds from Minnesota’s corn check-off. 

Innovation Grant Program 
To help Minnesota corn farmers implement 
ideas on how to better manage nitrogen and 
protect water quality, MCGA launched a new 
Innovation Grant Program this past year.

The program enhances research efforts done 
through 
respected 
institutions 
like the 
University of 
Minnesota, 
by providing 
an oppor-
tunity for 
individual 
farmers to 
showcase 
their own 
ideas and examine how those ideas could be 
replicated on other area farms.

MCGA selected six farmers to receive  
grants in 2016. We feature these grant 
recipients throughout this publication  
(see sidebar stories).

Nitrogen Smart 
In addition to research, MCGA also supports 
educational programs like Nitrogen Smart. 
These free workshops are presented by 
University of Minnesota Extension, with 

support from the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association, and hosted by the Minnesota 
Agriculture Water Resource Center (MAWRC). 

15

research  
overview

Minnesota corn farmers are sharing their 
ideas, using Innovation Grants.

Improving and protecting water quality is a vital part of our 
committment to conservation.
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Over the past decade, corn check-off dollars have supported 
numerous nitrogen management research projects.



The workshops focus on fundamentals  
for maximizing economic return on 
nitrogen investments and minimizing 
nitrogen losses. 
 
More than 250 farmers representing 
over 180,000 agricultural acres have 
participated in the program to date. Look 
for additional Nitrogen Smart workshops 
in the coming months.

MCGA expands cover crop research 
The University of Minnesota is moving 
forward with two, new research projects 
focused on cover crops. The projects, 
funded by MCGA, focus on the potential 
for cover crop mixes throughout the state 
to reduce nitrogen fertilizer in waterways 
and in tile drainage systems.

Exploring biopolymers
MCGA has increased its investment in 
research performed at the University of 
Minnesota’s Center for Sustainable 
Polymers (CSP). Sustainable biopolymers 
are plastics made from renewable 
sources like corn plants instead of 
petroleum and include products like 

plastic cutlery, food containers, fibers 
for clothing and cell phone cases. The 
Center is also helping develop future 
scientists by working with 4-H and 
high school educators on content-
development related to green chemistry. 

Shrimp as a value-added market 
There is a 1.6-billion-pound demand for 
shrimp in the United States, and its feed 

ingredient is a 
new market for 
corn producers. 
Thanks to 
funding from 
Minnesota’s 
corn farmers, 
trū® Shrimp 
Systems is 
titrating different 
levels of corn 
into shrimp 
feed rations. 
This research 

focuses on the development of a shrimp 
feeding formula that uses ground corn 
and corn DDGS 
as filler in the 
feedstock, 
providing 
an exciting 
opportunity for 
growers.
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MCGA will continue investments in cover crop research.

Shrimp feed opens a new 
market for corn growers.

n
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To better protect  
water quality and 

boost profit potential, 
Dewall fine-tuned 
his nitrogen rates 

closer to University 
of Minnesota 

recommendations. 
He will measure 

environmental 
and economic 

advantages  
on two test 

fields.

research 
overview

innovation
grant

winner

wayne 
dewall

mower  
county



17

ethanol and  
trade update
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To help reduce nitrogen 
loss, Chad installed an 
innovative subsurface 
drainage system to 
better manage when 
and how much water 
is drained from 
his fields. A well 
connected to the 
system will supply 
water to crops 
during dry 
periods via 
subirrigation.

innovation
grant
winner

chad 
davison
grant 
county

Gov. Mark Dayton 
declared Sept. 16 
“Ethanol Day” in 
Minnesota.

Statewide and metro-area maps show consumers 
where E15 and flex-fuel pumps are located. 

As always, homegrown biofuels 
remained a top priority for Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) in 
2016. Here’s an overview of our  
strategic efforts.

USDA Biofuels Infrastructure 
Partnership Grant (BIP)
A broad coalition of partners that 
included MCGA brought E15 to 
Minnesota in 2013. Since then, the 
coalition has supported the installation 
of hundreds of flex-fuel pumps at fueling 
stations throughout the state.  

The flex-fuel pumps dispense a variety  
of fuels, giving consumers a choice 
among regular unleaded, E15, E30 
(30 percent ethanol for use in flex-fuel 
vehicles) and E85 (85 percent ethanol 
for use in flex-fuel vehicles).  

Midwestern governors urge EPA  
to eliminate E15 barrier 
In a letter to EPA, Gov. Mark Dayton 
joined six other Midwestern governors 
in urging the agency to eliminate the 

Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) regulation 
that creates an unnecessary obstacle 
in bringing E15 and other mid-level 
ethanol-blended fuels to market. 

In the letter, Dayton and the other 
governors stated that they “share 
common goals of eliminating 

unnecessary regulatory barriers, 
strengthening the free market,  
and expanding consumer choice  

by increasing access to E15 and  
higher ethanol blends.”

MCGA, in partnership with other corn 
and ethanol organizations, continues to 
meet and garner support with officials 
in Washington, D.C., and in St. Paul 

regarding an RVP 
waiver.

Governor declares 
“Ethanol Day”  
in Minnesota 
Gov. Mark Dayton 
issued a proclamation 
making September 16 

 “Ethanol Day” in 
Minnesota. 

“Whereas ethanol burns cleaner and 
cooler than oil and increases octane, 
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which is good for our environment and  
our car engines,” the proclamation read. 
“Without ethanol, we would roll back years 
of progress by adding chemicals that 
produce cancer-causing emissions back 
into gasoline, once again becoming more 
dependent on foreign oil and paying higher 
gas prices.” 

MCGA thanks the governor for his support 
of homegrown biofuels.

More Minnesota drivers than ever  
filling up with E15 
According to the Minnesota Department 
of Commerce, as of July 31, 2016, almost 
3 million gallons of E15 fuel were sold 
in Minnesota – nearly matching the total 
number of gallons sold in all of 2015. 
Consumers are drawn to E15’s lower price, 
environmental benefits, higher octane and 
using a homegrown fuel. 

Ethanol advertising promotions 
underway 
Several marketing campaigns promoting 
ethanol fuels are underway, targeting 

motorists in the Twin Cities metro. Television 
viewers can catch E15 commercials on 
KARE 11 during the weekday morning news 
and during “Grow with KARE” programming 
on Fridays and Saturdays. MCGA has 
also partnered with the American Lung 
Association on other ethanol marketing 
campaign components such as Pandora 

online radio, traditional radio advertising, 
roadside billboards, city bus signs, and 
online advertising through websites such  
as GasBuddy and more. 

trade update
Exporting 
corn and 
corn products 
doesn’t just 
improve a 
farmer’s 
bottom line. It 
provides a jolt 
to the entire 
U.S. economy. 
According to the Minnesota Department  
of Agriculture, Minnesota exported  
577 million bushels of corn in 2015 totaling 
approximately $700 million in value. The 
U.S. Grains Council estimates total 2015 
U.S. ag exports at $133 billion.

MCGA is committed to building 
relationships with new markets and 

maintaining 
connections 
with trade 
partners through 
organizations like 
the U.S. Grains 
Council. 

Several growers 
from Minnesota 
also participated 

in various trade missions to countries  
such as Cuba, Mexico and China. MCGA 
also hosted visitors from Taiwan, Mexico 
and Vietnam at Minnesota farms this  
past year.

ethanol 
and trade 

update

Corn exports are essential to our local and 
national economy.

Digital billboard advertising allows for multiple, rotating messages at individual locations.
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MCGA continues to share the good work 
and stories of Minnesota corn farmers 
and their families. Here are just a few of 
the new ways we connected with farmers 
and the non-farming public in 2016.

Website redesign
MCGA’s website, mncorn.org, underwent 
a redesign this past year and now 
features a new layout and navigation. 
The new design incorporates MCGA’s 
blog, MinnesotaCornerstone.com, into 
the website and includes an increased 
level of content searchability and more 
mobile friendly functionality. MCGA 
also revamped its weekly e-newsletter, 
“Leader Update,” to a more mobile-
friendly format that coordinates with the 
website’s new, clean look.

I am Kernel Nation 
MCGA introduced “Kernel Nation,” 
a concept designed to encourage 
anyone – farmers and non-farmers alike 
– to join a community of people who 
support corn farmers and corn farming 
in Minnesota. From community events to 
marketing materials, Kernel Nation was 
a big part of MCGA’s summer outreach 
and will continue to be one more way 
all Minnesotan’s can join together and 
show their support for farmers and rural 
communities. 

Gopher Sports: partners in 
conservation  
MCGA and the University of Minnesota 
(UMN) share a long history in the areas 
of research, conservation practices 
and economic impact. Last fall, MCGA 
continued its partnership with Gopher 
Sports to bring a positive message about 
corn farming to a mostly non-farming 
audience. A new promotion in 2016 
leverages Gopher sporting events to 
raise funds for causes that align with 
Minnesota Corn conservation initiatives. 

Recipients of these funds  
are The Center for Sustainable  
Polymers, Great River Greening, and  
the Golden Gopher Fund (in support  
of conservation on and around the  
campus sports facilities).

New radio partnership focuses  
on research  
In early April, a new MCGA interview 
series called “The Research Minute” 
began airing on Brownfield Ag News 
Radio Network’s 29 affiliated stations 
in Minnesota. The series features 
respected farm broadcaster Mark 
Dorenkamp visiting with MCGA staff,  
UMN researchers, and farmer-leaders 
on investments in agriculture research 
funded through Minnesota’s corn  
check-off.

CommonGround keeps dialog going  
CommonGround, a group of farm women 
who connect with urban/suburban 
women about food issues, continues to 
grow in Minnesota. Thirty-one women 
volunteer with the Minnesota program, 
making it one of the largest programs 
in the country. These volunteers have 
conversations about important issues 
such as GMO’s, pesticides, and 
sustainability at events like farm dinners 
and online through social media. The 
group is reaching more than a million 
consumers each year.

communications 
report

n
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A field day during 
the growing season 
let Jared show his 
innovative controlled 
drainage and 
irrigation system 
to area farmers 
and community 
leaders. 

Maizey with her adoring fans at UMN Ag & Food Day.

innovation
grant
winner

jared 
nordick
wilkin 
county



Acres planted  8.5 million

Acres harvested 8 million

*Yield 190 bushels/acre

*Total production  1.52 billion bushels

Acres planted  94.5 million

Acres harvested 86.8 million

*Average yield 175.3 bushels/acre

*Total production  15.2 billion bushels

corn by the  
numbers 2016

Founded    1978

Governance         18 state directors, elected  
                           by their peers (directors    

                                     serve 3-year terms)

Members   7,130

Organization          52 county organizations, 
                             representing 65 counties

2016 minnesota corn production

2016 national corn production

Research and Stewardship  44%

Education and Promotion  10%

Operations and Administration  9%

Advocacy  4%

mcga membership

2016 corn check-off
investment allocation

*based on USDA estimate November 2016 
 Sources: NASS, MDA, MCGA

Membership and Grower Services  16% 

National and World  17%
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top 5 u.s. corn-producing states

State                  Bushels                      Yield
                         produced         bushels/acre

Iowa                  2,686,500 199

Illinois                2,328,000   202

Nebraska           1,748,000 184

Minnesota         1,520,000  190

Indiana                 957,570   177



minnesota corn  
growers association  
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District 4
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District 4

Ryan Buck 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District 1

Tom Haag
Eden Valley

At Large

Paul Henning
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 District 1

Bruce Peterson
Northfield
District 3

Noah Hultgren
Past President

Raymond
District 5

mcga regional 
representatives

Dorothy Smith-
Jacobs

Lyle RollagBob Fox

Dan EricksonTim DolanDale Busch

Richard Syverson

Les Anderson
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District 3

Harold Wolle, Jr.
President  
St. James
District 2

Brian Thalmann
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District 5
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Secretary 
Courtland
District 2
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At Large
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Mentor 

District 6

Marlene Dufault

Kirby Hettver
First Vice President 

DeGraff
At Large
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John Swanson
Mentor

District 6

Bryan Biegler
Lake Wilson

At Large



Gerald Tumbleson
Sherburn
District 8

Missy Gilbertson
Member & Services 

Senior Manager

Suzanne Swenson
Senior Finance 

Director

Adam Birr, Ph.D.
Executive Director

CEO

minnesota corn  
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Marketing and 

Biofuels Director

Chad Willis 
Chair
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District 3, 5, 6

Dwight Mork 
Bellingham

District 1, 2, 4

Richard Peterson 
Mountain Lake

District 7

Scott Winslow 
Fountain 
District 9

Gary Prescher 
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District 8

Patty Geerdes 
Racine 

District 9

Jerry Demmer
Secretary 

Clarks Grove
District 8

Doug Albin
Past Chair
Clarkfield

District 1, 2, 4

Mickey Peterson  
Vice Chair 
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District 3, 5, 6

Meghan 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Communications 

Manager

MinnesotaCorn
 RESEARCH & PROMOTION COUNCIL

Sherrie Graves
Assistant to CEO/
Facilities Manager

Mark Hamerlinck
Assistant Executive 

Director

Jan Horstmann
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& Compliance 
Associate

Cara Soukup
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Thanks to our Allied Industry Partners

Paul Meints, Ph.D. 
Research Director

George Goblish
Vesta 

District 7
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