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t hroughout August, the farming community 
submitted comments to the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture (MDA) on the 

latest draft of the Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule, which 
would limit fertilizer application in vulnerable 
groundwater areas and implement a process for 
mitigation where high concentrations of nitrates 
are found in groundwater. 

By the end of the comment period, more  
than 800 total comments were submitted to  
MDA on the current draft of the rule. Minnesota  
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) farmer 
leaders submitted comments on behalf of  
the organization, which you can view  
at mncorn.org/NitrogenRule. 

To emphasize the urgent need for farmers to 
submit comments, newspapers throughout 

Greater Minnesota included an op-ed by MCGA 
President Harold Wolle in August. In addition, 
Wolle conducted numerous radio interviews 
with ag radio stations around the state, urging 
farmers to comment on the rule. MCGA also 
sent a postcard to more than 24,000 Minnesota 
corn farmers encouraging them to learn more 
about the rule through the MCGA website and to 

submit comments.

After MDA reviews and incorporates 
comments, the official draft rule is 
expected to be released this winter. 
This will be followed by an additional 
comment period where the public will 
have another opportunity to provide 
feedback before the rule is finalized 
and released. MDA expects the final 
rule to go into effect in fall 2018. 

With feedback from individual 
farmers and ag organizations like MCGA, the 
goal is a final rule that protects our groundwater, 
but does so in a way that maintains efficient 
production on farms. 

For additional information on the draft Nitrogen 
Fertilizer Rule, including frequently asked 
questions, details on the current mitigation 
strategy, and important updates on the process, 
visit mncorn.org/NitrogenRule.
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The Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule would limit N application in vulnerable areas.
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to help farmers identify the best 
strategy to protect water quality 
and ensure compliance with the 

Minnesota Buffer Law, the Minnesota 
Board of Water and Soil Resources has 
released a tool that will provide farmers 
with alternative practices specific to 
their land that can be used instead of 
the prescribed vegetative buffer. 

Funded by the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) and designed 
by the University of Minnesota, the 

Alternative to Buffers Management Tool 
will be available at every Soil & Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) office  
at no cost. Farmers will also have 
access to the tool from home. Follow 
MNCorn.org for updates.

The process starts with farmers 
answering basic questions about 
the characteristics of their land, 
including soil type, slope and existing 
management practices. From there,  
the tool provides farmers with site-
specific alternative practices, which 
would be used in addition to required 
minimum buffers of five feet on public 
ditches and 16.5 feet on waterways. 
Approved alternative practices like 
cover crops, conservation tillage,  
strip cropping and more would take  
the place of the buffer law’s minimum 

16.5-foot buffer on public ditches and 
50-foot buffer on waterways.
 
“Although the buffer law allows for the 
use of alternative practices, farmers 
were in the dark on what practices 
made them compliant,” MCGA 
President Harold Wolle said. “This 
tool will help farmers decide the best 
strategy for their farm, and decrease 
the loss of productive farmland while 
preventing runoff.”

University of Minnesota researchers 
David Mulla, Ph.D., Chris Lenhart, 
Ph.D., and Jake Galzki, M.S., began 
developing the tool at the beginning  
of the year. The process started  
by evaluating the effectiveness of  
16.5- and 50-foot buffers in preventing 
phosphorous and sediment runoff. 
The researchers used that baseline 
to then determine what combination 
of alternative practices matched that 
effectiveness on a variety of land and 
soil types.

Farmers will be asked to file the 
alternative practices they are 
implementing with their local SWCD. 
To remain compliant with the buffer 
law, farmers willl then be required 
to perpetually use those alternative 
practices.   
 
If you have questions about the tool, 
MCGA recommends visiting your local 
SWCD office. 

MCGA-funded alternative 
practices tool released
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MCGA is selling its used trailers. For 
additional information, please visit 
mncorn.org/trailers. All will be sold on  
a first-come, first-served basis.

Trailers for Sale 

Farmers now have a tool to help find the best  
alternative practices for their land.



in February, Gov. Mark Dayton announced his 
goal to improve water quality in Minnesota by 
25 percent by 2025. The “25 by 25” initiative 

is meant to engage citizens, local governments, 
scientists, environmental groups, business 
leaders, farmers and more to work collaboratively 
to address a wide variety of water quality 
challenges and accelerate the pace of progress 
in water quality improvements.

To launch 25 by 25, Gov. Dayton and key 
members of his cabinet are holding a series of 
town hall meetings throughout Minnesota to hear 
from Minnesotans about how to improve water 
quality locally. The meetings offer opportunities to 
discuss the water quality challenges in a specific

region, as well as speak with experts and engage 
with policymakers.

Although ag-related 
water quality challenges 
are likely part of the 
conversation, these 
town hall discussions 
are meant to craft a 
holistic approach in 
reaching the 25 by 
25 goal, including 
improvements in industrial, municipal and 
residential practices.

For additional information on locations and to 
download an information packet for each meeting, 
please visit eqb.state.mn.us/Townhalls. Each 
information packet is specific to the region where 
the meeting is held. Below are the meetings 
remaining this year: 

n  Minneapolis – Tuesday, September 26:  
   6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
.
n  Burnsville – Wednesday, October 4:  
   6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

n  Stillwater – Thursday, October 5:  
    6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
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The 25 by 25 initiative asks for input from 
local communities on water quality issues.

Water quality 
town halls held 
throughout 
Minnesota

a s part of the Renewable Fuel Standard, 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) released proposed 2018 

Renewable Volume Obligations (RVO), calling for 
the same level of conventional biofuels as 2017.

The minimum amount of renewable fuels that must 
be supplied to the market in 2018 was 19.24 billion 
gallons. Conventional biofuels will remain at  
15 billion gallons of that total next year. Advanced 
and cellulosic biofuels, often made from dried 
distillers grains (DDGS) and corn residue, will 

decline slightly from 4.28 billion gallons to 4.24 
billion in 2018.

“We are happy to see the EPA is continuing to 
advance the Renewable Fuel Standard by ensuring 
conventional ethanol production continues,” 
said Mitch Coulter, commodity marketing and 
biofuels director with the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA). “This proposal continues our 
path to affordable fuel choices that not only lead  
to a cleaner environment, but also strengthen

Biofuel supply to remain at 15 billion 
gallons in 2018

continued on page 4



m innesota corn farmers will once 
again have the opportunity to put 
their innovative conservation ideas 

into action through the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association’s (MCGA) Innovation Grant Program. 
Proposals on how to reduce nitrate loss, improve 
soil health, and protect water quality are being 
accepted through Dec.15, 2017.

MCGA, working alongside the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council (MCR&PC), is 
offering a total of $300,000 in Innovation Grants 
to any Minnesota corn farmer seeking to test 
or develop an innovative or best practice in the 
following areas:

n  Nitrate loss reduction
n  Improved nitrogen management practices  
  for Minnesota soils
n  Maintaining or improving water quality
n  Innovative soil conservation practices
n  Comparing and contrasting the measurable 
   values of large data set decision tools

In 2017, 23 farmer-led research projects totaling 
more than $250,000 were funded through the 
Innovation Grant Program. 

One example of the great work being done by 
farmers through the program is 2017 Innovation 
Grant Recipient Brian Velde.

With funds from the program, Velde designed and 
installed a sub-surface drip irrigation system on a 
58-acre plot on his farm, allowing him to spoon-feed 
his crop with both water and nitrogen. His goal: 
Develop a system 
that delivers the 
perfect amount of 
nitrogen fertilizer. 

“This feeds the 
plant just enough 
nitrogen, only what 
the plant can utilize, 
not any more, not 
any less,” said 
Velde. “The theory 
is, with the plants 
using all the fertilizer, nothing escapes into water 
beyond the farm.”

Velde is working with University of Minnesota 
Extension to design data collection and rate the 
effectiveness of his system. Early results have 
shown the drip irrigation system to be very effective. 

For more details on the Innovation Grant Program, 
visit mncorn.org/research-rfps. Questions regarding 
the program may be directed to MCGA Research 
Director Paul Meints at PMeints@mncorn.org.

rural communities and 
help farmers facing 
tough economic times.”

MCGA will continue to 
work with the EPA and 

government officials to stress the benefits of an 
increased advanced biofuel supply, which would 

increase the demand for DDGS. DDGS are
a secondary product of ethanol production and a 
strong market for the nation’s corn supply.

In its statement, the EPA said it is on track to  
meet the Nov. 30 deadline to make this RVO 
proposal final.

44

MCGA funding farmer-led, 
conservation-minded research  
for third year

2017 Innovation Grant Recipient 
Brian Velde.

research

continued from page 3

Biofuel supply 
to remain at 15 
billion gallons
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m innesota has been a popular 
summer destination for countries 
interested in developing new trade 

partners for grain, with representatives from 
Mexico, Japan and South Korea all making  
the trip. 

Organized by the U.S. Grains 
Council (USGC), principals 
from Mexico’s second 
largest pork production 
company, Grupo Kowi, 
visited Minnesota to explore 
dried distillers grains (DDGS) 
as an alternative feed. The 
Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) worked 
with USGC to bring the group 
to the University of Minnesota 
for a presentation on the 
science of distillers grains 
before heading to a hog farm 
that uses DDGS in its feed.

As Grupo Kowi looks to expand operations in 
Mexico, the group will be strongly considering 
DDGS as a way to keep feed costs down.

Representing the Japanese Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Kimihiko 
Esaka visited Minnesota in August with a full 
agenda, experiencing nearly every corner of 
Minnesota agriculture.

The Japanese delegation worked with MCGA 
to organize the tour, which included stops on 
the farms of former MCGA board member Marty 
Amundson in Zumbrota and current board 
members Tim Waibel in Courtland and Bruce 
Peterson in Northfield. At each, the group took a 

deep dive into the science behind growing  
corn, including nutrient management, and  
the conservation practices used by Minnesota 
farmers. 

In late August, six corn purchase committee 
leaders from South Korea made their way 
through southern Minnesota corn operations, 
including farms, a grain inspection facility and  
a co-op. 

With the variety of stops, the South Korean 
representatives were able to see the process 
that leads to Minnesota’s high-quality product. 
The group started on Lyle Rollag’s farm in 
Beaver Creek, before moving on to Sioux City 
Grain Inspection in Windom. After lunch, 

the group visited the farm of Minnesota Corn  
Research & Promotion Council (MCR&PC) 
member Gerald Tumbleson, before ending at 
Central Farm Service Co-op in Truman.

Overall, the group saw the sustainability of 
Minnesota farm operations up close, which 
Tumbleson stressed is what makes them a 
valuable trade partner. 

“What we are trying to do out here is maintain 
these fields for hundreds of years from now,” he 
said. “We are going to still be here when your 
great-grandkids want to buy corn. We may not 
be the cheapest, but we are going to be the 
partner with the most reliable supply.”

Gerald Tumbleson speaks with South Korean corn purchase committee leaders.

MN Corn hosts 
trade missions 
to build 
relationships
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t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) is inviting all 2018 gubernatorial 
candidates to a one-on-one farm 

experience with a Minnesota corn farmer. 
With this invitation, growers hope to build 
relationships and foster conversation about 
farmers’ commitment to conservation, and 
also emphasize the significant economic 

impact of agriculture in both rural and urban 
communities in Minnesota.

“Minnesota corn farmers look forward 
to hosting all gubernatorial candidates, 
regardless of political persuasion, on a farm to 
help share how growers are working to raise 
high quality crops while caring for our state’s 
natural resources,” said MCGA President 
Harold Wolle.

A recent statewide survey of Minnesota 
residents by MCGA found that 73 percent of 
respondents have a positive view of Minnesota 
farmers. However, only 38 percent of Minnesota 
residents actually know a farmer, yet 95 percent 
of respondents desire more information on 
modern farming practices.

MCGA invites 
gubernatorial 
candidates to  
visit a corn farm 

continued on page 7

Representative Chad Conaway, who chairs the House Committee 
on Agriculture, meets with MCGA grower leaders.

m innesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) grower leaders flew to 
Washington, D.C., to join delegates 

from across the U.S. for the National Corn 
Growers Association’s (NCGA) 2017  
Corn Congress. 

At NCGA’s two-day annual meeting, officers 
were elected to the NCGA Corn Board, 
resolutions were reviewed, and corn growers 
met with political leaders and government 
officials within agencies and departments  
in Washington.

The 2018 Farm Bill was a big topic of interest, 
with its upcoming renewal next year. As a result 
of the 2014 Farm Bill, farmers were asked to 
take a $23 billion dollar cut in the 2018 version. 
However, an analysis by the Congressional 
Budget Office of the draft 2018 bill projects 
a budget cut that exceeds $100 billion– four 
times what was originally pledged.

The importance of the Farm Bill revolves not 

only around current issues in U.S. agriculture, 
but also working to protect, grow and promote 
U.S. agriculture in the future.

During their time on Capitol Hill, MCGA 
delegates met with every member of 
Minnesota’s Congressional delegation, along 
with USDA staff, and House and Senate Ag 
Committee members, voicing the importance 
of the Farm Bill and sharing the values and 
concerns of Minnesota corn farmers.

Minnesota corn farmers attend 
NCGA’s 2017 Corn Congress



a s part of its ongoing commitment to 
representing Minnesota’s 24,000 corn 
farmers, Minnesota Corn Growers 

Association (MCGA) recently hired five full-time 
district field managers. Cara Soukup, Caleb 
Krusemark, Carrie Christenson, Heidie Sloot and 
Marlene Dufault will be working in an assigned 
territory to grow the involvement of corn farmers 
in leadership and advocacy efforts that are 
important to Minnesota corn growers.

MCGA launched the District Field Manager 
program to grow the local presence of MCGA. 
Each district field manager is based out of an 
assigned territory, and will work with area farmers 
to help improve check-off education awareness, 
grow membership activities, and provide local 
organizational support for grassroots efforts and 
programming. 

Find your county, learn who your district field 
manager is, and introduce yourself today!

Cara Soukup  
(csoukup@mncorn.org): 
Benton, Carver, Chisago, Crow 
Wing, Dakota, Hennepin, Isanti, 
Kanabec, Le Sueur, McLeod, 
Mille Lacs, Morrison, Nicollet,  
Rice, Scott, Sherburne, Sibley 
and Wright. 

Marlene Dufault  
(mdufault@gvtel.com):  
Becker, Clay, Mahnomen, 
Marshall, Norman,  
Pennington, Polk,  
Red Lake and Wilkin. 

Caleb Krusemark 
(ckrusemark@mncorn.org): 
Brown, Cottonwood, Jackson, 
Lac qui Parle, Lincoln, Lyon, 
Martin, Murray, Nobles, 
Pipestone, Redwood, Rock, 
Watonwan and Yellow 
Medicine.

Carrie Christenson 
(cchristenson@mncorn.org): 
Blue Earth, Dodge, Faribault, 
Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue, 
Mower, Olmsted, Steele, 
Wabasha, Waseca  
and Winona.

Heidie Sloot  
(hsloot@mncorn.org): 
Chippewa, Douglas, 
Kandiyohi, Meeker, Otter 
Tail/Grant, Pope, Renville, 
Stearns, Stevens, Swift,  
Todd and Traverse.

“Most individuals 
are now three or four 
generations removed 
from the farm,” Wolle 
said. “Our hope is this 
firsthand experience

will help candidates for Governor, if elected, 
make future policy decisions based on science 
and research, and also better understand the 
importance of agriculture to our state’s economy.”

In an effort to build better connections with the 
public and candidates, and to encourage greater 
dialogue about corn farming in Minnesota, MCGA 
has also launched “MN Corn Grows MN”. 

Visit mncorngrowsmn.org to learn more about 
#MNCornGrowsMN, and MCGA’s commitment  
to environmental and economic sustainability.
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Meet MCGA’s new district  
field managers

continued from page 6

MCGA invites 
gubernatorial 
candidates
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continued on following page

t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) will host five district meetings 
around the state this November. These 

meetings are free and open to all farmers.

The purpose of the meetings is to provide  
an opportunity for farmers to become  
better acquainted with recent activities of 
MCGA, and learn what lies ahead for Minnesota 
agriculture. This year’s meetings will be 
especially important, as they’ll give farmers a 

chance to meet their local district field manager 
if they haven’t already.

There will also be a question and answer 
session with state MCGA staff and farmer 
leaders. Meetings will open with a short 
overview of MCGA’s plans for the future,  
followed by a legislative update on new laws 
and other items from the last legislative session.

District meeting dates set

m innesota Corn Research & 
Promotion Council member Chad  
Willis was recently elected to the 

U.S. Grains Council board of directors, where 
he will help direct strategies that develop new 
trade markets.

Willis was elected at the Council’s latest 
meeting, which took place in Vancouver, Wash. 
Willis, who has been a U.S. Grains Council 
representative since 2013, looks forward to
representing the interests of Minnesota corn
growers and helping develop relationships with 
current and new trade partners.

“As a state, we contribute a significant amount 
of check-off funds to the U.S. Grains Council, 

so I think it is important we have representation 
on the board to stay in touch and help grow the
export markets our state needs,” Willis said.

His priorities, he added, will 
be to not only grow export 
partners, but also maintain 
healthy relationships with 
current trade partners. 
Uncertainty around NAFTA 
and other trade-related 
policy has made maintaining 
relationships with trade 
markets especially important, 
according to Willis.

“Trade is a bit of a moving target, especially 
with the future of NAFTA being uncertain. That 
means we have to be more vigilant and make 
sure we don’t lose the trade markets we  
already have.”  

Willis also hopes to continue to grow markets 
for ethanol-related operations, which he 
believes is one of the most important markets 
for Minnesota corn growers.  

Willis will serve on the board until July 2018.

MCR&PC 
member elected 
to U.S. Grains 
Council board  
of directors

Chad Willis
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s tarting this year, a 4-H Polymers 
program will be available to K-2 
classrooms nationwide, introducing 

science in a way that piques curiosity for kids of 
all ages. This initiative is the result of combining 
the educational outreach of 4-H with the 
University of Minnesota’s Center for Sustainable 
Polymers (CSP). CSP conducts research 
to create plastics derived from renewable 
resources like corn.

The curriculum, titled “Be a 4-H Scientist! 
Materials in a Green, Clean World,” focuses on 
concepts like materials, recycling, and the work 
of scientists and engineers. It was designed to 
fill the science void at younger ages and build 
foundational skills, using hands-on activities that 
apply to the real world, like recycling.

Reaching children at the K-2 level with these 
topics is imperative to building future leaders 
in the science field, according to Jennifer 
Henderson, direction of education, outreach 
and diversity with CSP.

 

4-H bringing 
sustainable 
science to 
young students

4-H Polymers curriculum hopes to get kids hooked on science early.

continued on following page

continued from page 8

District meeting 
dates set
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Lamberton

Willmar

Owatonna

Moorhead

Otsego

Tuesday,  
November 21
9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Willmar Conference Center 
240 23rd St. SE

Willmar, MN 56201

Tuesday,  
November 28
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Holiday Inn Minneapolis NW-Elk River 
9200 Quaday Ave. NE

Otsego, MN 55330

  Tuesday,  
November 21  

3 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Southwest Research & Outreach Center 

23669 130th St.
Lamberton, MN 56152

 Monday,  
November 27
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Comfort Inn 
2345 43rd St. NW

Owatonna, MN 55060

Monday,  
November 20

3 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott 

1080 28th Avenue South
Moorhead, MN 56560



t his marks the second year that the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) has 
hosted Kernel Nation events, which are 

held to further develop relationships and 
make connections between greater Minnesota 
residents and the corn farming community. This 
year’s events, which took place in July, brought 
communities together at J. Carver Distillery in 
Waconia and Brau Brothers Brewery in Marshall.

Both events kicked off with a social hour, tour and 
tasting, followed by dinner and closing remarks 
from MCGA Executive Director Adam Birr. 

Individuals in attendance included local chamber 
of commerce members, local legislators and 
representatives, corn farmers, and MCGA 
members and staff.

Topics of conversation covered the economic
impact of corn and its vast uses, and ag-related

policies in the news. Attendees were very 
interested in Minnesota corn farmers’ initiative to 
become the most sustainable and environmentally 
responsible corn farmers in the United States. 
MCGA also shared information on farmer-led 

research through the Innovation Grant Program 
and highlighted corn growers’ investment in 
research that promotes sustainability.

Interested in learning more? Visit 
KernelNation.com for details.

Kernel Nation highlights contributions 
of farmers to rural communities

Kernel Nation brought farmers and community leaders  
together in July.

Thanks to our Allied Partners

MinnesotaCorn
 RESEARCH & PROMOTION COUNCIL
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“At the elementary age,  
if [kids] decide they 
aren’t good at science, 
you will often lose 
them,” Henderson said. 
“Our goal with this  

young audience is to introduce science and  
let them know it is not scary.”

One of the six modules in the curriculum is 
focused on identifying renewable materials like 
corn, which is used to make polymers in research 
projects funded by Minnesota’s corn farmers at 
CSP. According to Anne Stevenson, an extension 
educator with the University of Minnesota,  

the curriculum’s focus on sustainability topics  
is attractive.

“Many people know that we are using corn  
as feedstock, but they are also using it to create 
sustainably sourced products that can break 
down, unlike other plastics,” Stevenson said.

Although the K-2 curriculum will stick to identifying 
renewable and non-renewable materials, more 
advanced topics focused on sustainability will be 
incorporated as 4-H and CSP work to develop 
additional curriculum applicable through the 
eighth grade level.

continued from page 9

4-H bringing 
science to young 
students



f armfest was a success in 2017 
for the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association 

(MCGA), as 
thousands stopped 
by the MCGA tent to 
learn about the great 
work of our state’s 
corn growers. 

Delicious sweet 
corn ice cream and 
DDGS cookies were 
effective in pulling 
people toward the 
MCGA tent, where 
participants were 
able to learn about 
the conservation-minded research 
funded by Minnesota corn farmers, 
policy updates and new uses  
for corn.

Outside of the MCGA tent, an 
important roundtable discussion on 
national ag policy took place.

With congress working on crucial 
topics like trade, infrastructure and 
labor that will weigh heavy on farm 
production, the panel reached 
consensus on the need to grow 
participation of younger farmers in 
the grassroots efforts that are vital to 
the future of farming.

Participating in the roundtable was 
Tom Haag, a board member of both 
MCGA and National Corn Growers 

Association (NCGA). He stressed 
the need to get more young farmers 
involved in groups like NCGA, 
National Farmers Union, and
American Farm Bureau, where
farmers have a voice on legislative 
issues.

“That is one of the biggest things 
[young farmers] can do to make sure 
that their voice is heard, whether it’s 
at the county, state or national level,” 
Haag said. “You have to make sure 
that you are communicating with your 
local and national politicians because 
if we don’t talk to them they think 
everything is fine back home.”

Also, panelists Zippy Duvall, 
president of American Farm Bureau, 
and Gary Wertish, president of 
Minnesota Farmers Union, urged 
young people to use social media 
daily to tell positive stories about what 
they are doing on the farm to dispel 
the misconceptions held by the non-
farming public.

For example, sustainable ag 
practices are a very popular topic 
among young farmers, according 
to the panelists. Haag mentioned 
the participation of young farmers in 
MCGA’s Innovation Grant Program, 
which funds farmer-led, conservation-
focused research projects on farms 
throughout Minnesota. 

MCGA 
wraps up 
another 
great 
Farmfest

Brian Th
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Grower leader Tom Haag sat on the national policy roundtable with 
other commodity group representatives.
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MCGA Board Members   Sept. 2017

President
Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia
507-236-2181
First Vice President
Kirby Hettver of De Graff
320-226-3677 
Secretary
Tim Waibel of Courtland
507-359-1219
Treasurer
Brian Thalmann of Plato
320-238-2481
Past President
Noah Hultgren of Raymond
320-599-5118
Les Anderson of Cannon Falls
507-263-2109
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186
Ryan Buck of Goodhue
651-764-2164
Charles DeGrote of Clara City
320-847-2175
Zach Fore of Mentor
218-280-0926
Tom Haag of Eden Valley
320-453-7760
Paul Henning of Okabena
507-370-1688
Jean Knakmuhs of Marshall
507-532-9250
Gerald Mulder of Renville
320-979-6727
Bruce Peterson of Northfield
507-645-6717 
John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235
Dan Root of Racine
507-951-6657
Dale Tolifson of Benson
320-843-3758

Chair
Myron (Mickey) Peterson of Sacred Heart
320-765-2676 
Vice Chair
Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-920-8834
Secretary 
Dwight Mork of Bellingham
320-568-2264
Treasurer
Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363
Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338 
Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275 
George Goblish of Vesta
507-762-3449
James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330 
Brennen Toquam of Claremont
507-456-9551 
Gerald Tumbleson of Sherburn
507-639-6938
Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452

Ex-Officio Dave Frederickson
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

MCR&PC Members   Sept. 2017       
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Sept. 20-21
Minnesota Nutrition Conference

 Mankato

Sept. 22
CommonGround Farm Dinner 

Cannon Falls

Sept. 30
 UMN Landscape 

Arboretum Fall Festival 
Chaska

Nov. 16-18
Minnesota Association of 

Townships Annual Conference
Rochester

Nov.17-20
Minnesota Farmers Union  

Annual Convention 
Minneapolis

Nov. 20
MCGA District Meeting 

Moorhead

Nov. 21
MCGA District Meeting 

Lamberton

Nov. 21
MCGA District Meeting 

Willmar

Nov. 23-24
MCGA Office Closed  

for Thanksgiving

Nov. 27
MCGA District Meeting 

Owatonna

Nov. 28
MCGA District Meeting 

Otsego

Dec.1-2
Minnesota Lamb & 

Wool Producers Annual 
Convention 

Fargo

Dec. 3-5
Minnesota Association of 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District Annual Convention 

Bloomington

Dec. 25-26
 MCGA Office Closed  

for Christmas

Jan.1-2
 MCGA Office Closed 
for New Year’s holiday


