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in October, the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) began hosting 2018 
gubernatorial candidates on family farms 

throughout Minnesota. The visits are intended 
to build a greater understanding of modern 
farm practices and develop relationships with 
candidates from both political parties. 

Through the 
one-on-one farm 
experience, 
growers hope 
to foster 
conversation 
about farmers’ 
commitment to 
conservation 
and emphasize 
agriculture’s 
significant 
economic impact 

in rural and urban communities in Minnesota.

Farm visits began with State Representative 
Erin Murphy and St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman 
visiting the Cannon Falls corn farm of MCGA 
board member Les Anderson. Visitors to 
other farms included former Republican Party 
Chairman Keith Downey, Congressman Tim 

Walz, Minnesota State Auditor Rebecca Otto, 
Naval Reserve Intelligence Officer Phillip Parrish, 
State Representative Paul Thissen, and State 
Representative Matt Dean. 

“Minnesota corn farmers appreciated the 
opportunity to sit down with gubernatorial 
candidates of both parties and share information 
about farming,” MCGA President Kirby Hettver 
said. “We appreciate the time taken by each 
candidate to better understand how growers are 
working to raise high quality crops, while caring 
for our state’s natural resources.”

By offering these firsthand experiences, corn 
farmers hope Minnesota’s next governor 
will make future policy decisions based on 
science, research, and an understanding of the 
importance of corn farming to our state’s food 
sector and the entire Minnesota economy.

Gubernatorial candidates were invited on farm 
tours as part of MCGA’s “MN Corn Grows 
MN” campaign. The initiative is meant to 
build connections with voters and candidates 
for elected office, and to encourage a more 
informed dialogue about corn farming  
with all Minnesotans. Learn more at 
MNCornGrowsMN.org.
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Minnesota gubernatorial  
candidates visit corn farms

Rep. Erin Murphy with MCGA board 
member Les Anderson in the first of  
many visits by gubernatorial  
candidates.
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over the summer, the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture 
(MDA) held a comment period 

for the draft Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule, 
which would limit fertilizer application 
in vulnerable groundwater areas and 
implement a process for mitigation 
where high concentrations of nitrates 
are found in groundwater.

More than 800 comments were 

submitted by the Aug. 25 deadline, 
including those by the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA). 
MCGA comments focused on key 
areas or changes needed to make the 
rule workable for farmers, while still 
minimizing potential sources of nitrate 
pollution in groundwater. 

Comments by MCGA include:  

n  Emphasizing the importance of   
establishing local advisory teams, 
including requiring the presence of
local farmers and crop advisors on 
these teams.

n  Identifying needed revisions to the 
vulnerable groundwater area 

assessment map. For example, 
the map includes areas with no 
documented elevated nitrate 
concentrations in the drinking 
water. Monitoring data should be 
used to refine the boundaries of the 
vulnerable areas.

n  Incorporating the use of variable 
rate fertilizer application technology 
into several areas of the rule.

n  Providing additional details on 
township and groundwater testing 
protocols.

n  Outlining the application of the rule 
at the field scale, as sections are too 
broad given the spatial variability of 
Minnesota’s soils and geology. 

According to MDA, a second draft of 
the nitrogen rule will be released by 
the end of the year. Another comment 
period will follow. 

All comments submitted during the 
initial comment period and updates 
on the nitrogen rule can be found at 
mncorn.org/nitrogenrule. 

Nitrogen Rule update 
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t he Nov. 1 deadline for farmers to comply 
with the Minnesota Buffer Law has passed. 
The law required farmers to install a 50-foot 

vegetative buffer on all public waters or file for a 
waiver that extends the deadline. By Nov. 1, 2018, 
farmers must have a 16.5-foot buffer on all  
public ditches.

As of Oct. 30th, statewide buffer compliance on 
public waters was 95 percent, according to the 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources. 

As part of the law, farmers were allowed to use 
alternative practices to reduce the mandatory 
buffer width. To help farmers find the best 
alternative practices for their land, the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) worked 
with the University of Minnesota to develop the 
Decision Support Tool, which asks farmers basic

questions about their land before providing 
alternative practices specific to their farms. 
Farmers can then choose their best plan  
for compliance.

To remain compliant with the buffer law, farmers 
will be required to perpetually use those 
alternative practices. They are specific to the 
buffer law and do not replace public ditch laws 
enacted in counties.

Farmers who received a timeline extension by 
filing for a “Parcel Specific Compliance Plan” 
waiver will have until July 1, 2018, to comply  
with the buffer law.

MCGA worked with media throughout Minnesota 
to raise awareness of the alternative practices 
tool and the upcoming deadline. More than 15 
newspapers covered the news, including the 
Rochester Post-Bulletin, Faribault Daily News, 
Fergus Falls Daily Journal and Albert Lea Tribune. 
Six radio stations have also spoken with MCGA 
staff or grower leaders regarding the tool.

A blog post on MNCorn.org was promoted 
through Facebook in a 10-day campaign. The 
promotion reached nearly 21,000 people, with 
more than 650 people clicking on the link to learn 
more about the tool. 
 

Buffer 
compliance 
deadline comes 
and goes

Slow start to 2017 harvest
farmers in west central, southwest and 

southeastern regions of Minnesota were 
dealing with various levels of cold and wet 

       that halted the progress of soybean harvest 
and pushed corn harvest off for many until at  
least mid-October.

Growing conditions throughout the season have 
resulted in crops that were slower to mature than 
in recent years. By early October, grains and 
oilseeds had a higher moisture content, which  
required drying before storage.

Harold Wolle, who farms with his son, Matthew, in 
Madelia, reported success with soybeans planted 
early, but those planted later were not ready to 
harvest prior to a stretch of rain in October, and 
corn maturity was delayed.

Due to the cooler-than-average season slowing 
maturity, Wolle reported virtually no harvesting of 
corn in his area as of mid-October.

For farmers in west central Minnesota, rains
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through most of the 
growing season were  
timely until mid-August, 
according to Noah 
Hultgren.

“Then we had an eight-inch rain. From that point 
on, it’s been fairly wet in the field,” said Hultgren, 
who farms near Willmar. 

In early October, the rain had drowned spots of 
his edible beans and sugar beets, with muddy 
areas throughout his field becoming a problem. 
But with his soybeans and corn still in good 
shape, Hultgren was optimistic. 

“Last year we had a big rain event about the 
same time, with nearly as much rain, and the 
ground became much wetter, so we had a lot 
more drown outs last year. I guess we could 
consider ourselves lucky,” he said.

Like many growers in southeast Minnesota, 
Ryan Buck works hilly land, which presents 
different challenges than those faced in 
southwestern Minnesota. A drier, warmer two 
weeks in September helped the crops in his area 
make progress toward maturity, and by early 
October, he had harvested about one-third of  
his soybeans. 

“You could definitely tell they were drier on the 
knobs, and then once you got into the valleys, 
they still needed some time,” said Buck. 

He was able to work with drier crops on the 
south-facing slopes of his land, while working 
around crops on wetter northern-facing slopes. 
Taking that into account, Buck ended up pausing 
with about 500 acres of soybeans and nearly
1,000 acres of corn left to pick in late October. 

“In some ways, it’s nice to farm in the hills. 
You don’t have to deal with standing water or 
drowned-out spots, like the growers down in the 
southwest corner of Minnesota,” said Buck.“But 
then again, when it gets wet and it stays wet all 
fall, you have to deal with trying to spin your way 
up and down the hills.”

Even with the weather challenges, both Buck and 
Wolle believed a mid-November finish would be 
in reach if weather cooperated.

44

continued on following page

continued from page 3

Slow start to  
2017 harvest

w hile demand for corn has struggled 
to keep up with record-breaking 
yields, international market share for 

U.S.-grown corn has decreased, as additional 
countries enter the market. These factors and 
more have led to struggling corn prices and tight 
margins for Minnesota farm operations.

Bill Hudson, principal and founding partner of the 
ProExporter Network, spoke with the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) about future 
developments that could improve corn prices. 
For Hudson, a turnaround starts with increased 
ethanol demand.

Ethanol exports, 
mid-level blends 
provide optimism 
for U.S. corn 
prices

Untimely rain had slowed the 2017 harvest.
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continued on following page

The United States 
uses about 15 billion 
gallons of ethanol 
annually, while the 
rest of the world uses 
approximately 27 

billion gallons. Hudson said there is potential for 
the latter to grow through the increased use of 
ethanol-blended fuels in foreign countries, even  
if those blends are as low as E1.

From a marketing standpoint, Hudson said 
both the octane and environmental benefits of 
ethanol-blended fuels are attractive internationally. 
Taking that into account, ProExporters predicts 
an increase of 3 billion gallons of ethanol used 
abroad by 2025, with the potential for much 
more dependence on the blend levels adopted by 
other countries. If it stays at 3 billion gallons, that 
would equate to another billion bushels of corn, 
according to Hudson.

Stateside, he said the continued enforcement 
of the current Corporate Average Fuel Economy 
(CAFE) standards, which require an automaker 
to maintain a higher fuel economy, could lead to 
new engine technologies. That would increase 
demand for mid-level ethanol blends.

Groups like the Ag-Auto Ethanol Alliance, whose 
members include automakers and biofuel 

producer groups, have discussed high-
compression engines with the capability to use 
ethanol-blended fuel as high as E25 or E30. 
Even if CAFE standards are rescinded, Hudson 
believes 
high-
compression 
engines 
are still 
attractive to 
automakers.
 

“People want 
to have big 
SUVs, but 
they don’t want to use so much gasoline,” Hudson 
said. “A substantial number of companies may  
go after this to make these kinds of cars  
more efficient.”

MCGA has worked with the consulting firm 
DeFour Group to move mid-level ethanol blends, 
specifically E25, into the marketplace. The multi-
faceted approach included engine testing through 
the U.S. Department of Energy’s Oak Ridge 
National Lab, sponsored by the National Corn 
Growers Association; optimization modeling for 
reducing emissions of Greenhouse Gases from 
Automobiles through Air Improvement Resources, 
Inc., and working through regulatory and policy 
topics with the EPA and other national agencies.

Increased ethanol use will drive demand for corn.

continued from page 4

Ethanol exports 
provide optimism 
for corn prices

e thanol promotion events popped up 
across Minnesota this fall, and those 
driving by took notice. Nearly 7,000 

gallons of ethanol-blended fuel were sold over 
nine events spanning the state.

Promotion prior to each event featured postcards 
delivered to flex fuel vehicle owners, social media 
posts, and even local media driving people to 
the pumps. Once at the stations, fuel discounts 

were offered, and many gas stations and local 
organizations offered free or discounted food  
and drinks.

Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
representatives attended each event and were 
often joined by staff from the American Lung 
Association (ALA) in Minnesota. ALA promoted 
the clean air benefits of ethanol-blended fuels.
During a two-hour promotion event at Community 

7,000 gallons of ethanol-blended 
fuel sold during promotion events
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t here was a time when Brian Ryberg tilled 
the land on his Buffalo Lake farm until the 
soil was solid black before starting another 

season of corn-on-corn planting. Today, Ryberg 
has adopted side dressing to better manage 
nitrogen application and strip-tilling to promote 
soil health. Plus, with help from the Minnesota 

Corn’s 
Innovative 
Grant 
Program, 
he is all-in 
on cover 
crops, using 
a system 
that allows 
for efficient 
planting.

Ryberg 
purchased an 
air seeder that  
 

he attached to his split nitrogen application 
toolbar. As he applies his supplemental nitrogen 
early in the season when corn is in the V4-V6 
stages, he uses the seeder to plant cover crops 
between rows of corn.

Standing as high as eight inches, Ryberg’s 
cover crops will promote soil health through 
root activity that aids in nutrient absorption and 
water infiltration. And by simply adding the 
seeder to his nitrogen applicator, he is able to 
reap these benefits without an additional pass 
over his field.

The efficiency of the operation and its benefits 
have led Ryberg to plant cover crops on all of 
his acres in 2018. The process will begin on 
100 percent of his soybean acres after harvest, 
followed by planting cover crops on nearly 
1,800 corn acres while side dressing nitrogen 
early in the planting season.

6

Innovation Grant recipient takes 
cover crops to next level

continued on following page

Brian Ryberg will use cover crops on 
his 1,800 corn acres in 2018.

Co-op in Faribault, 
more than 750 gallons 
of E85 were pumped. 
Customers were 
discounted 85 
cents per gallon 

and treated to $1 pork burgers from the Rice 
County Pork Producers. Local radio station 
KOWZ 100.9 broadcasted live from the site to 
promote the event.

In Long Prairie, more than 1,500 gallons of E85 
and E15 were pumped at the local Coborns. 
Employees from the gas station also promoted  
in-store specials during the three-hour event.

In Lac qui Parle County, both Lac qui Parle Oil 
Company (Madison) and Bellingham Farmers 
Co-op held very successful E85 promotions. 

Combined, the two pumped more than 1,000 
gallons of E85, with Bellingham adding an 
additional 150 gallons of E30 and E15.

Community Co-op pumped more than 750 gallons of E85 in 
two hours.

continued from page 5

Ethanol-blend 
promotional 
events
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Ryberg’s experience has 
made him an advocate 
for cover crops, including 
telling his story at a 
recent Soil Health 
Partnership Field Day. 
He has enjoyed seeing 

the mindset around cover crops change among 
even the most veteran of farmers.

“I have an 87-year-old landlord who plowed 
until the day he retired,” Ryberg said. “After 

discussing cover crops, he has come to 
understand the benefits. It’s fun to see that 
mentality changing.”

7

continued from page 6

Innovation 
Grant recipient 
advances  
cover crops 

Minnesota Corn’s 2018 Innovation Grant 
Program is accepting proposals for  
farmer-led, conservation-minded research  
projects. Apply for grant funding today  
at mncorn.org/research-rfps. The 
application deadline is Dec.15.

i n August, Bryan Biegler hosted about 60 
farmers, agronomists and conservationists at a 
field day to discuss his work with cover crops 

and reduced tillage. Biegler is one of 111 farmers 
across the country taking part in on-farm research 
through the Soil Health Partnership (SHP), which 
works to make farmers more sustainable and 
productive through soil health.

Biegler is using a mixture of rye grass, turnips, 
brassicas and more on half of his total acres, 
while going without pre-emergent on a small 
number of those acres. He reports, so far, so 
good. If it works, it would mean big savings on his 
Lake Wilson farm.

Nick Goeser, SHP director, was also on-hand for 
the event to discuss the far-reaching benefits of 
soil health. 

“Whatever improves our soil health is going 
to improve our weed management, our insect 
management, our disease management 

and all those other interactions that we have in our 
systems,” he said.

For Biegler, the conservation practice of cover 
crops is also an economically savvy one. 
Calculating the potential combined savings of 
preventing soil erosion and cutting pre-emergent 

herbicide more than compensates for the roughly 
$25-per-acre cost for cover crop seed and 
application.

Goeser hopes the on-farm research like that 
conducted on Biegler’s farm will lead to more 
hard numbers behind the economic benefits of 
soil health.

“What does it mean to improve your aggregate 
stability? What does it mean to improve your 
water-holding capacity? We are trying to put the 
numbers to that,” Goeser said. “We are testing 
and taking a scientific approach so that what we 
recommend is a good, solid business practice.”

Field day touts 
bottom-line 
benefits of soil 
health

Nick Goeser, SHP Director, shows the benefits of cover crops.
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a4R Technology Review Field Day held 
in August gave farmers the opportunity 
to see first-hand the practices and 

success behind the 4R nutrient management 
strategy: Right source, Right rate, Right time 
and in the Right place.

The event, which was organized by the 
Minnesota Agricultural Water Resource Center, 
was held at the farm of Dave Legvold, who is a 
longtime subscriber to 4R techniques.

The day began with Legvold demonstrating 
strip-tillage, where he used a pair of machines 
to cultivate new strips into residue and into 

cover crop. By strip-tilling, Legvold creates a 
soil structure that stores more moisture and 
helps plants grow more efficiently. The former 
was demonstrated by a seemingly dry field 
during the event despite heavy rains only a few 
hours earlier.

“If we get a two-and-a-half inch rain, I probably 
capture most of that,” Legvold said. “In heavily 
tilled soil that is compacted, if you get a 2.5-
inch rain you maybe capture a half-inch, 
because the rest runs off.”

The tillage equipment, utilizing a fluted coulter, 
creates raised strips and places up to three 
different types of fertilizer, with the ability 
to variable rate each nutrient according to 
management zone maps and prescriptions 
from their crop consultants.

Legvold cites the economic return of these 
conservation strategies in addition to the 
environmental benefit. Conservation tillage 
techniques allow them to make fewer passes 
through the field and use fertilizer more 
efficiently. Cultivating less aggressively means 
lower fuel consumption, among other savings.

4R Field Day showcases farmers’ 
success with conservation tillage

Dave Legvold speaks with New Prague farmer Greg Entinger.

Research Summary 
details latest in 
check-off-funded 
researcha s Minnesota Corn Growers Association 

(MCGA) members may have noticed 
in their mailbox earlier this year, 

Minnesota Corn’s Research Summary 2017 has 
been released! We invite you to read this year’s 
summary and see Minnesota corn check-off 

dollars at work funding research 
that improves agricultural 
practices and creates 
new opportunities for 
corn farmers.

MCGA and the Minnesota 
Corn Research & Promotion 
Council direct more than  
$4 million annually to 
independent research projects 
that promote the environmental 
and economic sustainability  
of farmers. Examples in this  
year’s summary include research on the 

Read the 2017  
Research Summary at  
mncorn.org/publications.
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minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) member Joel Mathiowetz 
was awarded the Agriculture Future 

of America (AFA) “Young Leader in Agriculture” 
award. The farmer accepted the award during 
the AFA Leaders Conference and Alliance 
Forum, Nov. 2-6, in Kansas City. AFA recognized 
Mathiowetz for his longtime contributions to 
agriculture and youth development.

Mathiowetz, who raises corn, soybean, peas 
and lambs on his farm in Morgan, is a fifth-
generation farmer and a member of AFA for 
more than 20 years. When Mathiowetz first 
joined AFA, it was an opportunity to speak 
with other farmer leaders during an economic 
downturn in 1998.

“The economy was struggling much like it 
is today,” Mathiowetz said. “It helped to get 
around others and get that different perspective
and insight at a time when the industry  
was down.”

Through his passion for agriculture, Mathiowetz 
has gone on to join a number of organizations 
in addition to MCGA and AFA, including 4-H, 
Future Farmers of America, Farm Bureau and 
various county organizations.

Mathiowetz won the award for his focus on 
growing the next generation by being an active 
member in each organization, while also serving 
as a mentor to younger, future farmers.

With the help of matching funds from AFA, 
Mathiowetz started a scholarship fund in his 
home Redwood County and nearby Renville

 

County. Since beginning the program, more 
than 40 kids have received scholarship funding.

Mathiowetz also travels, speaking to future 
leaders of agriculture at colleges nationwide. 
He has spoken to nearly 600 students about 
a variety of topics in modern 
agriculture.

To raise interest locally, 
Mathiowetz is the director of the 
Minnesota Ag in the Classroom 
Foundation. 

While the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture funds two 
Minnesota Ag in the Classroom 
employees to carry out its curriculum, 
Mathiowetz and the foundation secure additional 
funds to help the program grow.

Mathiowetz joins past recipients, including 
Dr. Norman Borlaug, leading researchers, ag 
organization leaders, and, of course, farmers. 
Mathiowetz considers it an honor to be part of 
the distinguished group.

“It is very humbling. I don’t believe what I do is 
really all that extraordinary. I’m really just giving 
back to something that has given so much to 
me,” he said.

Arthur Kawamura, a California produce grower 
and shipper, was also honored. He received 
the traditional AFA Leader in Agriculture Award. 
Mathiowetz’ honor was specific to those under  
40 years old. 

MCGA member receives national honor 
from Agriculture Future of America

Mathiowetz accepted his 
award at the AFA Leaders 
Conference in Kansas City.

development of value-
added products, 
management of corn 
inputs, issues related 
to ethanol use, genetic 
traits and more.

Growers are invited to apply the information 
found in this year’s research summary to their 
own farm operations to help optimize best 
management practices and increase yields  
and returns. You can find the publication at 
mncorn.org/publications.continued from page 8

Summary details 
check-off funded
research
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NationalGeographic.com profiled four American corn 
farmers, including MCGA board member Bryan Biegler.

10

t he National Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA) partnered with National Geographic 
this fall to share the stories of America’s  

corn farmers.

Magazine staff visited four farmers, including 
Minnesota’s Bryan Biegler, over the summer. Their 
stories will appear on NationalGeographic.com 
and its social channels through November.

The campaign features four articles, each of which 

profiles farmers’ use of innovation and technology 
on corn farming. Through their unique stories, 
the farmers emphasize how farming has evolved 
to become more productive and environmentally 
friendly.

Biegler, who is a Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) board member, was profiled 
for his use of cover crops and strip-tilling, resulting 
in improved soil health and decreased fertilizer 
use. When promoted on Facebook, the story 
was the most popular to date compared to other 
stories in the campaign. 

The partnership with National Geographic is part 
of an overall NCGA strategy to share positive 
stories about corn farmers nationwide through 
online promotion. The campaign also includes 
Facebook posts by NCGA that focus on new uses 
for corn, improved technologies, research and 
more. The campaign is expected to reach more 
than 5 million individuals over its duration.

National Geographic shares stories 
of nation’s corn farmers

a t its September meeting, the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) board 
of directors elected Kirby Hettver as its 

new president for 2017-2018. Hettver grows corn, 
soybeans and alfalfa on his farm in DeGraff.

Hettver is a fifth-generation farmer who has 
served on the MCGA board of directors since 
2014. He had previously served as first vice 
president and secretary on the board. Hettver’s
term began Oct. 1 and lasts one year. He follows 
Harold Wolle as MCGA president.

“I look forward to working alongside the state’s 
24,000 corn farmers to identify and promote 
opportunities for our growers, while leading 
a unified voice on issues most important to 
agriculture,” Hettver said. “In 
my time as president, I will 
do my best to advance the 
mission of MCGA to make 
Minnesota corn farmers 
the most environmentally 
responsible and sustainable 
in the nation.”

Also at its September 
meeting, MCGA elected Plato 
farmer Brian Thalmann as first 
vice president, Les Anderson (Cannon Falls)  
as treasurer and Tim Waibel (Courtland)  
as secretary.
     

Kirby Hettver 
named MCGA 
president

Hettver will serve as 
president for a one-year 
term.
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w ith four years of low commodity prices 
and no clear sign of a turnaround, 
University of Minnesota Extension 

services has started offering one-to-one financial 
counseling to farmers in financial stress at no cost. 

The free service is offered in response to a sharp 
uptick in requests for Extension to offer financial 
consulting, according to Kevin Klair, who is an 
extension professor in the Department of Applied 
Economics.

Klair said financial stress has increased rapidly 
since 2013, which marked the last year of high 
commodity prices. In the time since, input costs 
have decreased, but not nearly enough to offset 
low commodity prices. These factors have led  
to some farmers burning through their working
capital and becoming concerned about  
getting refinanced.

In response, Klair said Extension plans to hire 12 
farm financial analysts who will span Minnesota, 
making it easy for farmers statewide to meet in-
person. Analysts will come from a farm lending or 
farm business education background and have 
decades of experience working with farmers. 

Each analyst will work with farmers confidentially 
on a wide variety of ways to reduce financial 
stress. Tactics can vary from working with a lender 
to restructure or refinance, to how a farmer can 
look at reducing input costs. Klair said analysts 
will be prepared to take a comprehensive look at 
farm operations and the financials behind them as 
they search for ways to reduce financial stress.

Farmers who are interested should call the 
Extension Farm Information Line at 1-800-232-
9077. Callers will only need to provide their name, 
county and major commodity produced to start 
the process of working with an analyst.

Klair emphasized this program is for farmers 
seeking to avoid foreclosure. For farmers in 
foreclosure, it is recommended they reach out 
to the Farmer-Lender Mediation program by first 
calling the Extension Farm Information Line. 

U of M Extension 
offering free 
financial consulting 
to farmers

11

Minnesota Corn took center stage on 
MCGA night.

c orn cob foul poles, corn-themed 
promotions and Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) foam mitts were 

all on display during MCGA night at CHS field 
in August. The annual celebration of our state’s 
corn growers was held near the end of another 
successful season-long partnership between 
MCGA and the St. Paul Saints.

Throughout the Saints’ season, corn-focused 
promotions were held in-between innings at CHS 
Field, which is located in St. Paul’s Lowertown 
district, and foul poles once again featured the 
eye-catching corn design. Minnesota Corn has 

been prominently 
displayed on the foul 
poles since the ballpark 
opened in 2015, as 
a way to promote the 
work of the state’s corn 
farmers who grow food, 
feed, fiber and fuel for 
the world.

Fans listening on the radio also learned 
about Minnesota corn farmers’ commitment 
to conservation during each broadcast of the 
season’s 100 games.

Minnesota Corn takes over  
St. Paul Saints’ CHS Field
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Ag EXPO returns to Mankato on Jan. 24.

m N Ag EXPO takes over Mankato 
Jan. 24-25, 2018, at the Verizon 
Wireless Center. The biggest and 

best agricultural show in Minnesota features 
an excellent list of exhibitors and an engaging 
lineup of speakers. The event is free to attend 
for all farmers.

On Wednesday, Jan. 24, Ron Lamberty from the 
American Coalition for Ethanol will begin the day 
with an update on the world of ethanol. A panel 
on pollinators and drift will follow and Hoon Ge 
from MEG Corp will give a presentation on the 
move to B20. Ellen Anderson from the University 
of Minnesota Energy Transition Lab will provide 
an outlook on renewables in the afternoon, and 
the Minnesota Soybean Growers Association’s 
(MSGA) traditional Beano and Vino Casino Night 
will end the day.

The annual PAC breakfast for the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) will kick 
off Thursday, Jan. 25. Be sure to follow 
MCGA’s blog at mncorn.org/blog for additional 
information on this year’s breakfast. MCGA’s 
delegate session and annual meeting will follow. 

While attendees enjoy their lunch on Thursday, 
leaders from MCGA and MSGA will discuss 
hot topics in agriculture, and Blois Olsen from 
Fluence Media will have a presentation on 
how 2018 elections will impact agriculture 
in the state. MN Ag EXPO will close with 
keynote speeches from National Corn Growers 
Association President Chris Novak and United 
Soybean Board CEO Polly Ruhland.

The MCGA booth will again be the place to be 
on the exhibitor floor. Be sure to stop by for 
exciting research updates and news on MCGA-
led initiatives. If you aren’t already an MCGA 
member, we would be happy to sign you up at 
the booth. 

Avoid lines at the door by pre-registering online 
at mnagexpo.com.

EXPO returns 
Jan. 24-25 
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continued on following page

t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) teamed up with the University of 
Minnesota and Gopher Sports for another 

year of promoting the work of the state’s corn 
farmers at the school’s sporting events.

Minnesota agriculture took center stage at TCF 
Bank Stadium on a warm day in September 
during the 5th Annual Ag & Food Day, as the 
University of Minnesota Golden Gophers took 
on the Middle Tennessee State Blue Raiders. 

Prior to the game, MCGA staff and grower 
leaders joined other agricultural organizations 
outside the stadium to chat with fans about the 
great work of our state’s corn farmers. Free 
sweet corn ice cream provided by MCGA was 
also offered to fans looking to cool down on the 
unseasonably warm day. 

Minnesota Corn 
and Gopher Sports 
bring conservation 
to campus

12
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The Mankato festival ran through Halloween.

1113

t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) sponsored harvest festivals at 
both the Children’s Museum of Southern 

Minnesota in Mankato and the University of 
Minnesota’s Landscape Arboretum in Chaska.

Both held in October, the annual events were 
a one-stop celebration of harvest fun, where 
attendees could learn about farming, explore 
growing crops, and even run through a maze 
and play in corn and soybean pits.

The Harvest Festival in Mankato began with a 
Vehicle Fair on Sept. 30 that featured vehicles 

and equipment 
used on the farm. 
Other events 
included exhibits 
on butter and cider 
making, popcorn 
picking, pumpkin 
decorating and 
more. The Harvest Festival wrapped up with a 
Halloween Parade on Oct. 31. 

The Arboretum Harvest Festival was free to 
attend with the purchase of gate admission. 
The activities offered fun for the whole family, 
including arboretum apple tastings, face 
painting and a corn roast provided by MCGA. 
A main event this year was the more than 200 
varieties of pumpkins, squash and gourds on 
display in the main hall, along with a number of 
other fall-inspired food and crafts.

MCGA sponsored both events to share 
information with the general public about 
farming and its impact in rural and urban 
communities throughout Minnesota.

Festivals bring harvest fun to 
kids of all ages

There were plenty of fun activities for families at the recent 
Harvest Festival.

During the game, 
MCGA was featured 
on in-game signage 
throughout TCF Bank 
Stadium and also 
mentioned multiple 

times during the radio broadcast of the game. 
Corn-focused facts and trivia were shown on 
the video board during the game as a fun way 
to spread awareness of little-known field  
corn facts.

During the Gopher hockey season, MCGA will 
continue to bring a positive message about 
corn farming to fans. The Zamboni features 
artwork that promotes the conservation efforts 
of farmers. MCGA will also donate $50 for each 

great save made 
to the University’s 
Center for
Sustainable 
Polymers (CSP) 
and University 
of Minnesota 
Extension’s 
“Nitrogen Smart” 
program.
The mission 
of the CSP is 
to transform how plastics are made through 
innovative research and partnerships.
The “Nitrogen Smart” program works with 
farmers to minimize nitrogen loss through 
environmentally responsible practices.

Maizey and Goldy Gopher celebrate 
Ag & Food Day with fans.

continued from page 12

Minnesota Corn 
and Gopher 
Sports 

17100979.indd   13 11/9/17   2:59 PM



Thanks to our Allied Partners

MinnesotaCorn
 RESEARCH & PROMOTION COUNCIL
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i t was another successful year of “Field-to-Fork” 
farm dinners organized by CommonGround 
Minnesota, a group of farm women who 

volunteer to share information about food and 
farming. Each of the four dinners brought 
influencers in the food community to a Minnesota 
farm for a conversation on modern agriculture 
and food.

The fall event 
season concluded 
in Welch at the 
farm of Les and 
Jeanne Anderson. 
The proximity 
was perfect 
for the night’s 
attendees from 
Twin Cities Moms 
Blog, an online 
community from 
the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area. More 
than 35,000 people 
use Twin Cities 
Moms Blog as a 
resource for the 
latest family-related 
information and 
events.

The relaxed setting was a great environment 
for candid conversation about agriculture today 
between the CommonGround volunteers and 
attendees new to farming. 

The Andersons led the group on a tour of 
their farm and highlighted the conservation 
practices and technology used on farms today to 
produce more food, efficiently. CommonGround 
volunteers from a wide variety of farms shared 
their experiences and answered questions about 
food and farming. CommonGround volunteer 
Wanda Patsche found the group very receptive 
to learning about modern farming. 

“I could tell they truly were listening to us,” said 
Patsche. “They asked questions and we had a 
very respectful conversation. They were very 
open to learning about the ‘other side’ of the ag 
story. I do believe we made an impact by each  
of us sharing our own farm experiences.”

CommonGround “Field-to-Fork” 
dinners conclude in Welch

CommonGround volunteers chat with members of the Twin Cities online community.
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MCGA Board Members   Nov. 2017

President 
Kirby Hettver of De Graff
320-226-3677 
First Vice President
Brian Thalmann of Plato
320-238-2481
Secretary
Tim Waibel of Courtland
507-359-1219
Treasurer
Les Anderson of Cannon Falls
507-263-2109 
Past President
Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia
507-236-2181
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186
Ryan Buck of Goodhue
651-764-2164
Charles DeGrote of Clara City
320-847-2175
Zach Fore of Mentor
218-280-0926
Tom Haag of Eden Valley
320-453-7760
Paul Henning of Okabena
507-370-1688
Noah Hultgren of Raymond
320-599-5118
Jean Knakmuhs of Marshall
507-532-9250
Gerald Mulder of Renville
320-979-6727
Bruce Peterson of Northfield
507-645-6717 
John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235
Dan Root of Racine
507-951-6657
Dale Tolifson of Benson
320-843-3758

Chair
Myron (Mickey) Peterson of Sacred Heart
320-765-2676 
Vice Chair
Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-920-8834
Secretary 
Dwight Mork of Bellingham
320-568-2264
Treasurer
Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363
Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338 
Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275 
George Goblish of Vesta
507-762-3449
James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330 
Brennen Toquam of Claremont
507-456-9551 
Gerald Tumbleson of Sherburn
507-639-6938
Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452

Ex-Officio Dave Frederickson
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

MCR&PC Members   Nov. 2017       

j ust because you receive Corn 
Talk, it doesn’t mean you’re a 
member of the Minnesota Corn 

      Growers Association (MCGA). 

To check if you’re a member, or to 
join MCGA, simply call our office 
at (952) 233-0333. Joining MCGA 
is easy. You can even use the 
funds you invest in Minnesota’s 
corn check-off to cover your 
membership dues. 

With nearly 7,000 members, 
MCGA provides opportunities 
for corn farmers to stand up and 
speak out on behalf of agriculture. 
MCGA members also receive 
discounts through travel leader 
Premier World Discovery, and 
rewards through the National 
Corn Growers Association, SAV 
Transportation and OnStore Grain 
Storage. 

Are you a member of MCGA? If 
not, join today!

Become 
an MCGA 
member

How check-off funds can 
cover your membership dues
Farmers who sell a minimum of 7,500 bushels of corn in 
Minnesota and are subject to the check-off are eligible to 
use their check-off funds to cover Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) membership dues. 

Farmers interested in joining MCGA can fill out the Partial 
Refund Membership Form to direct corn check-off funds to 
cover the annual dues of $75. Farmers who sell a minimum 
of 20,000 bushels in Minnesota and are subject to the check-
off can sign up for a three-year membership ($200 value). 

You can receive the partial refund form by contacting the 
MCGA office at 952-233-0333 or reaching out to a recruiter 
in your area. If you are not subject to the check-off or don’t 
meet the minimum bushel qualifications, a check or credit 
card can be used for your membership dues.
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Nov. 20 
MCGA District Meeting  

Moorhead

Nov. 21 
MCGA District Meeting  

Lamberton

Nov. 21 
MCGA District Meeting  

Willmar

Nov. 27 
MCGA District Meeting  

Owatonna

Nov. 23-24 
MCGA Office Closed for 

Thanksgiving

Nov. 28 
MCGA District Meeting  

Otsego

Nov. 28-30 
Minnesota Milk  

Dairy Conference & Expo  
Welch 

Dec.1-2
Minnesota Lamb &  

Wool Producers  
Annual Convention  

Fargo

Dec.1-2 
Minnesota Cattle Industry 
Convention & Trade Show  

Bloomington 

Dec. 3-5
Minnesota Association of Soil 

and Water Conservation Districts 
Annual Convention 

Bloomington

Dec. 5
MCGA Pre-Resolutions  

Session  
Mankato

Dec. 25-26
MCGA Office Closed  

for Christmas

Jan.1-2
MCGA Office Closed  

for New Year’s

Jan.16-17
Minnesota Pork Congress

Minneapolis

Jan. 24-25
MN Ag EXPO 2018

Mankato
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