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legislators from across Minnesota reconvened 
in St. Paul Feb. 20 for the start of the 2018 
legislative session. While it was once 

thought this year’s session would be quiet due 
to upcoming elections, important issues like tax 
conformity are now taking center stage for what 
will be an eventful few months. 

The passage of federal tax reform in December 
2017 presents an opportunity for Minnesota to 
update its state tax code, conform to federal
provisions that would benefit agriculture, and 

enact additional tax 
reform that would provide 
tax relief for agriculture. 

For example, Section 179 
of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act increased expensing 
and exchange limits 
on capital equipment, 
as well as bonus 
depreciation on both new 
and old property. The 
Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) will 
work with legislators to 
help conform to the law in 

a way that positively impacts growers.

MCGA will also be taking a lead role to pass 
legislation that provides property tax relief to 
farmland subject to Minnesota’s buffer law. 
During the 2018 legislative session, a priority  
will be providing tax relief for farmland no longer 
in production.  

Also, with several state agencies looking to 
pass new rules and regulations, legislators will 
again be addressing water and environmental 
concerns. MCGA will meet with legislators 

The 2018 legislative session is scheduled to adjourn May 21.
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to discuss 
proposed 
regulations and 
other legislative 
proposals on 

water and environment topics. 

Other topics being monitored by MCGA 
include ensuring flexibility in potential 

ditch mowing restrictions, securing 
additional transportation investments, 
and improving health care choice and 
affordability for farmers.

Be sure to follow the MCGA blog at  
mncorn.org/blog throughout the session 
for updates from the Capitol. 

continued from page 1

2018 legislative 
session begins

Official Publication of  
the Minnesota Corn  
Growers Association
Published six times  
a year from the state  
MCGA/MCR&PC office: 
738 First Avenue East
Shakopee, MN 55379
March 2018
Corn Talk Advisory  
Committee:

Adam Birr 
Kirby Hettver
Brian Thalmann
Myron (Mickey) Peterson
Gary Prescher
Editor: Brent Renneke

 
contents

t he Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) launched the 
“MN Corn Grows MN” campaign 

last summer to build connections 
with candidates for elected office and 
to encourage more dialogue about 
the impact of corn farming with all 
Minnesotans. 

Over the coming months, MCGA will 
be introducing “MN Corn Grows MN” 
to all Minnesotans in an effort to share 

information about the importance of the 
state’s corn sector. We look forward to 
engaging rural and urban residents for
conversation on how our growers 

invest in third-party research, produce  
cleaner fuels, protect our water, support 
communities and more.

Each week we will be highlighting a 
different way Minnesota’s corn farmers 

are helping grow the state, 
both economically and 
sustainability. 

Follow along with 
“MN Corn Grows MN” at 
MNCornGrowsMN.org, 
where we will continue  
to add blog posts from  
the campaign, videos 
featuring local growers  
and county-by-county 
statistics about the  
impact of Minnesota’s  
corn farmers. 

You can also find updates 
on our Facebook (@MinnesotaCorn) and 
Twitter (@MNCorn). Join the conversation 
by using #MNCornGrowsMN!

“MN Corn Grows MN” to 
share impact of corn sector 

See how our corn farmers are helping to grow  
Minnesota at MNCornGrowsMN.org.
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Editor’s note: At the time of publication, 
negotiations were ongoing.

t he Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS) 
became a source 

of concern for the 
nation’s corn farmers at 
Commodity Classic in 
late February, as news 
broke about potential 
drastic changes to  
the program.

On Feb. 26, Senators 
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), 
Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), Ted 
Cruz (R-Texas) and 
Pat Toomey (R-Penn.) 
met with the Trump 
administration to address 
changes to the RFS. 
Shortly after the meeting, reports started surfacing 
that a potential agreement was in place that 
would cap the price of Renewable Identification 
Numbers (RINs).

RINs serve as the backbone of the RFS by 
providing an incentive to refineries and gas 
retailers to blend ethanol into the nation’s fuel 
supply. By capping the value of RINs, and thus, 
the incentive to retailers and refineries, the volume 
of ethanol blended into our fuel supply would be 
drastically reduced.

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, who was 
in attendance at Commodity Classic in Anaheim, 

maintained his public support for the RFS when 
speaking to attendees during the general session. 
However, the Secretary did not specifically 
address RINs during his speech.

To emphasize the importance of RINs, the 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
launched a call-to-action to members via email. 
The message urged Minnesota farmers to contact 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and 
Secretary Perdue directly to express farmers’ 
concern with changes to the RFS and the current 
RIN structure. Minnesota growers reached out via 
social media and also called the USDA directly.

Later in the week, President Trump again met with 
senators, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, Secretary 

Perdue, and representatives from both the 
renewable fuels and oil industries. The follow-up 
meeting was an improvement. RFS advocates had 
an opportunity to discuss allowing year-round E15 
sales to keep RIN prices down, as opposed to  
the hard cap. The meeting ended with both sides 
agreeing more research was needed to determine 
the impact of both capping RINs and year-round 
E15 sales.

MCGA will continue to work with its partners  
in both the renewable fuel industry and the 
ag sector to ensure the Trump administration 
understands the importance of a strong RFS.

RINs motivate refineries and gas retailers to blend ethanol into the nation’s fuel supply.

RFS concerns 
take center 
stage at 
Commodity 
Classic



t he seventh round of negotiations of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
concluded without any sign an agreement is 

near. Still, ongoing productive conversation has 
been encouraging, according to Melissa Kessler, 
director of strategic relations for the U.S. Grains 
Council (USGC). 

Kessler said early concerns were that the 
United States could pull out of NAFTA while 
renegotiations were underway, which would have 
large ramifications for the country’s ag sector. 

However, grassroots outreach by the ag 
community was heard, and now it appears NAFTA 
will remain in place during negotiations.

It also appears the deadline to reach a new deal 
is becoming more flexible, according to Kessler. 
When the negotiation process started, it was 
believed a new deal would need to be agreed 
upon prior to March, due to upcoming elections 
in Mexico. A tentative round of negotiations is 
scheduled for early April.

Still, Kessler said the impact of current delays 
is already being seen in Mexico, where they are 
looking at alternative sources of corn. Mexico, 
which is the top customer of U.S. corn, has 
started working with countries like Brazil to lessen 
Mexico’s dependence on its neighbor to the north.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association will 
continue to keep you updated as the negotiations 
progress.
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E15 had a record December when more 
than 4.6 million gallons were sold.

t he Minnesota Department of Commerce 
released its year-end station report outlining 
ethanol-blended fuel sales for 2017. The 

numbers detail the building momentum behind 
ethanol-blended fuels in Minnesota.

First, 2017  
was a banner 
year for E15,  
which totaled 
more than  
19 million 
gallons in  
sales. Compare  
that volume  

to 2016 when 5.7 million gallons were sold, and 
it is more than a 230-percent increase year over 
year. More than 4.6 million gallons of E15 were 
sold in December 2017 alone.

E15’s recent fast-paced growth can be 
attributed to the rise of ethanol infrastructure 
in Minnesota. In 2015, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Biofuel Infrastructure Partnership 
selected Minnesota to receive funding for 
retailers who install pumps that offer ethanol 
blends. Supplemented by a variety of Minnesota 
partners, including the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA), more than $14 million was 
invested in E15 infrastructure. The result: E15 
locations grew from 14 in 2014 to more than  
250 at the close of 2017.

E85 sales also grew last year. The Minnesota 
Department of Revenue reported more than  
14.8 million gallons of E85 were sold in 2017–  
a nearly 18-percent increase over the prior year. 
Last year’s E85 volume was the highest since

  

Minnesota ethanol sales shattered 
records in 2017

NAFTA 
negotiations 
continue 
Editors note: At the time of publication, 
negotiations were still ongoing.

continued on following page

editors nite: at the time of publication, 
nehoitiationsa were still ongoing.
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the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue 
started tracking sales  
in 2013.

“The work to grow ethanol infrastructure and 
raise awareness of the many benefits of ethanol-
blended fuels has ignited momentum for sales at 
all blend levels,” said Mitch Coulter, commodity 
and biofuels director with MCGA. 

 

“We will continue efforts to make the lower-priced, 
high-octane option at the pump even more 
accessible.”

MCGA works with the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture, Minnesota Biofuels Association, Prime 
the Pump, ethanol producers and the American 
Lung Association to expand ethanol infrastructure 
and market the clean air benefits of ethanol-
blended fuels.

d rivers who recently found themselves 
behind a grain truck may have noticed 
new signage touting the benefits of 

ethanol. Decals were distributed to farmers for 
placement on grain trucks statewide to promote 
the use of ethanol. The effort was organized by 
the Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) and 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA).

Each sign tells why ethanol should be celebrated 
in American fuels. It is cleaner than its petroleum 
counterpart, and it is grown domestically. It also 
features a call-to-action for intrigued drivers to 
visit chooseethanol.org, where they can learn 
more about the environmental benefits of ethanol 
and its economic impact for the United States.

The idea came from past Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council member Jerry 
Demmer, who featured a similar decal on his 

grain trailers long before they were available 
statewide. With the help of MCGA and RFA, 
the decals were created on a larger scale and 
distributed to farmers during harvest.

“It was a great idea, and one that farmers could 
do themselves to promote one of their greatest 
markets and opportunities,” said Robert White, 
who is vice president of industry relations at RFA.

White said he sees the decals as moving 
billboards throughout the state, supplementing 
campaigns by RFA and MCGA promoting ethanol 
on social media and through promotions held at 
the pump in rural and metropolitan communities.
MCGA’s district field managers have been 
distributing decals to farmers through county corn 
organizations. If you are interested in receiving a 
decal, reach out to your local MCGA district  
field manager. 

Moving 
billboards 
celebrate 
ethanol on 
grain trucks 
statewide

Ethanol decals were distributed at county annual 
meetings statewide.

continued from page 4

Record ethanol 
sales in 2017



o ver the last month, the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) has been 
shining a light on the many ways your 

investment in the corn check-off is setting the 
stage for improved profitability through a content 
series on the MNCorn.org blog.

From building new international markets to 
developing best management practices and 
increased ethanol demand, we are taking  
action today by investing in projects, programs 
and research that will make for a more  
sustainable future. 

Following are just a few examples of what the 
investment by Minnesota’s corn farmers has 
accomplished:

n  E15 is now available to more retailers at a pace 
quicker than many thought was possible, thus 
increasing corn demand. 

n  Previously unthinkable uses for corn are being 
developed, as it replaces petroleum-derived 
materials in car tires and strengthens plastics. 

n  Doors were opened to policy makers who 
will shape the future of agriculture in Minnesota 
through the “MN Corn Grows MN” campaign.

Learn about the many ways you are helping us 
work toward a bright and profitable future at 
MNCorn.org.
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i n 2015, the state legislature established the 
Agricultural Research, Education, Extension 
and Technology Transfer (AGREETT) Program 

to hire researchers and improve infrastructure at 
University of Minnesota colleges and Extension 
sites. The goal of the investment is to achieve 
long-term sustainability in agriculture.

Now three years in, the first round of funding 
has led to the hiring of 14 faculty positions, five 
Extension educators and a number of needed 
infrastructure upgrades in areas like crop and 
livestock productivity, soil fertility, water quality 
and pest resistance. The College of Food, 
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences 
(CFANS), College of Veterinary Medicine, and 

Extension received funding, 
which was established by 
the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture, to drive 
breakthroughs in each area.

CFANS Dean Brian Buhr 
said each new hire through 
AGREETT was made to 
benefit the largest swath of 
ag areas. New researchers 

will also work with Extension educators to ensure 
their work is efficiently translated to the field.

“This is an opportunity to hire researchers in areas 
we likely wouldn’t be hiring in right now,” Buhr 

Minnesota ag community unites for  
long-term sustainability

Setting the 
stage for 
profitability

The investment from the state’s growers is leading to a more 
sustainable future.

CFANS Dean  
Brian Buhr

continued on following page 
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said. “It offers us the 
ability to not only expand 
and tackle these issues, 
but also hire the Extension 
educators to work directly 
with the grower.”

Buhr said the big picture 
focus of AGREETT is on areas 
that enhance productivity by 
reducing the footprint of crop 
systems, while increasing 
yields. To ensure funding is 
directed to areas that advance 
this mission, Buhr works with a 
board of advisors from around 
20 ag organizations, including 
the Minnesota Corn Growers  
Association.

“We know where we are addressing needs as a 
university, but most importantly, the board helps us 

identify where we have needs in the crop system.  
It has been a great conversation,” Buhr said.

The faculty appointments will be crucial in driving 
research that increases sustainability on farms, but 
first infrastructure improvements were necessary 

to successfully carry out that 
mission. As one example, 
AGREETT was used to 
remodel CFANS’ soil testing 
lab, which hadn’t been 
updated in more than  
20 years.

For unforeseen challenges in 
the field, a chunk of AGREETT 
funds were also directed to 

the rapid-response fund, which is used to quickly 
address emerging issues like pests or animal  
health outbreaks.

t o celebrate World Soil Day in December, 
the Foundation for Food and Agriculture 
Research (FFAR) announced a project that 

will accelerate the adoption of soil health practices 
on farms. The goal is to create standardized 
measurements that show the benefits of soil health 
management.

The Nature Conservancy, Soil Health Institute, and 
Soil Health Partnership received a $9.4 million grant 
from FFAR and matching funds from a number of 
companies and private donors. With the $20 million 
in funding, the collaborative project will create 
an evaluation system for soil health management 
practices while expanding education and tools for 
local farmers, agronomists and landowners.

The Soil Health Institute will develop and test soil 
health measurements. The Soil Health Partnership, 
which works with corn growers in Minnesota and 
beyond to improve soil health, will implement and 
evaluate soil health promoting practices on working 
farms. The Nature Conservancy will work with 
landowners to encourage use of science-based  
soil health practices.

The three-pronged approach will lead to  
greater adoption of soil health practices by 
providing measurements that show their benefit  
to productivity, farmer livelihoods and the 
environment.

Major soil health 
research project 
revealed for 
World Soil Day

continued from page 6

Ag community 
unites for 
sustainability

The grant will lead to greater adoption of soil health practices.

The goal of the AGREETT program is to acheive long-term 
sustainability in agriculture.
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t he new “Upper Midwest Tillage Guide” 
provides Minnesota and North Dakota 
farmers with a new soil management 

resource. The guide helps them determine the 
right amount of tillage for their operation and 
methods that will help achieve new tillage goals.

Its authors are Jodi DeJong-Hughes, a regional 
educator with University of Minnesota Extension 
Service, and Aaron Daigh, an assistant professor 

in soil science at North Dakota State University 
(NDSU). The guide looks at the history of tillage, 
before explaining the benefits of reduced tillage 
and how to employ these strategies.

“I took the data from the 13 years that I’ve 
worked on tillage, along with NDSU data, and 
what I found is that you don’t need more tillage,” 
DeJong-Hughes said. “You can reduce tillage and 
get the same yields.”

One of the main misconceptions tackled in the 
guide is the widely held notion that the more 
mixed the soil, and the deeper the farmer has 
been able to create uniform soil conditions 
through tillage, the better.

“The plant doesn’t want ‘uniform,’” DeJong-
Hughes explained. “Tillage disrupts microbes and 
organic matter that are essential to building the 
kind of soil structure that plants do want. These 
desires include lots of macro- and micro-pores to 
hold water and nutrients, as well as room for the 
roots to grow, without unduly taxing the energy 
resources of the plant.”

You can read the full guide at  
extension.umn.edu.

New tillage 
guide says less 
is more

the 2018 Nitrogen Smart program kicked off in 
February with an 11-city tour of educational 
seminars on nitrogen management. 

Supported by the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA), more than 600 farmers 
have already attended the seminars. The focus is 
learning the latest research on efficient nitrogen 
management practices that reduce environmental 
impacts and costs for farmers.

For example, after attending seminars in the first 
two years of the program, nearly 70 percent of 
farmers changed their nitrogen rate. Farmers also 
lowered their average fertilizer costs by $4,100 in 

2017 and nearly 
$7,200 in 2016, 
due to improved 
nitrogen 
management 
practices 
learned during 
the seminars.

For more information on Nitrogen  
Smart or to attend a remaining session,  
visit z.umn.edu/nitrogensmart.

Nitrogen Smart program  
grows in 2018

Farmers are adopting strip till to promote soil health.

Brad Carlson led a Nitrogen Smart 
seminar in Faribault. 
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Minnesota Department of  
Ag offers helpline for stressed 
farmers
t he Minnesota Department of Agriculture 

(MDA) unveiled the Farm & Rural Helpline 
last fall, as a resource for Minnesota farmers 

and rural residents under stress. The free, 
confidential service is available seven days a 
week, 24 hours a day at 833-600-2670.

MDA has long offered a crisis line to farmers. 
But Meg Moynihan, state programs administrator 
principal with MDA, said the service was retooled 
and relaunched as the” Farm & Rural Helpline” to 
reach farmers before stress turns into a crisis.

“We don’t want farmers to think they need to 
have a crisis to ask for help,” she said. “We want 
farmers to call who are beginning to experience 
that anxiety, maybe they can’t sleep, so we can 
begin these conversations before it becomes 
more serious.”

Moynihan, who is also a dairy farmer, said MDA 
has heard the concerns from many in the ag 
community about the rising stress on the farm 
today. Factors out of a farmer’s control, like  
low commodity prices and Mother Nature,  
are creating an environment of uncertainty. 

 

Moynihan hopes the helpline can get farmers 
through tough times by providing a resource  
to talk through stressors.

Farmers who dial the toll-free 
number at 833-600-2670 will speak 
with a counselor who is trained 
to ask questions and discuss the 
unique stresses seen in agriculture. 
Moynihan said farmers will not 
be required to offer any personal 
information beyond voluntarily 
providing his or her first name  
and a callback number if 
disconnected. While counselors 
will be trained to direct callers to 
resources for follow-up assistance, 
their main objective will be to  
listen to concerns and help  
farmers find solutions.

“Sometimes there are topics that are tough to 
discuss, with even your spouse. We want to 
provide a resource that allows farmers to get 
things off their chest,” Moynihan said. “They 
often feel a huge burden of responsibility, and 
sometimes just talking is enough.”

Meg Moynihan, MDA state programs administrator principal, 
also dairy farms with her husband Kevin near Le Sueur, Minn.

The free, confidential Farm & Rural Helpline is available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.
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m innesota corn farmers once again 
had the opportunity to put their 
innovative conservation ideas into 

action through the Minnesota Corn Innovation 
Grant Program. Proposals on how to reduce 

nitrate loss, improve soil health, and protect water 
quality were accepted through Dec.15, 2017.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association and 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council 
provided funding to 13 projects in 2018. Follow 
along throughout the summer at MNCorn.org  
as we spotlight each innovative project. 

In 2017, 23 farmer-led research projects  
received a total of $250,000 in funding through 
the Innovation Grant Program. Examples of 
previously funded Innovation Grant projects 
include the installation of a sub-surface irrigation 
system, a more calculated approach to nitrogen 
application, and a new apparatus that allowed 
one farmer to apply fungicide while also  
applying nitrogen. 

Innovation Grant recipients receive funds to test their 
conservation-minded ideas.

Innovation Grant Program returns  
in 2018

t he National Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA) partnered with National Geographic 
last fall to share the stories of America’s 

corn farmers with a robust national audience. 
Four farmers, including Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association board member Bryan Biegler, were 
featured on NationalGeographic.com and its 
social channels through November.

Each farmer was provided a large platform to 
share how innovation and technology has allowed 
them to become more productive and

environmentally responsible. Biegler, for example, 
focused on his use of cover crops and strip-tilling 
to improve soil health and reduce fertilizer use.

In the end, the campaign was a great success 
in both its reach and the audience’s reception to 
each story.

The four articles were seen nearly 4.8 million 
times on National Geographic channels and 
were clicked to be read more than 63,000 times. 
The top-performing article featured Biegler and 
was viewed more than 35,000 times since it was 
published in August.

MN corn 
farmer’s story 
reached millions 
on National 
Geographic

Biegler’s story was viewed more than 35,000 times.



i n response to stressful times for farmers, the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) 
hosted “Down on the Farm” seminars for 

anyone who interacts with farmers on a regular 

basis. The goal was to help professionals of all 
backgrounds in rural areas recognize mental  
and emotional distress in the farming community 
and employ strategies that help farmers in 
stressful situations.

“People who don’t interact with farmers will find 
what makes them tick and the potential stresses 
in their life,” said Meg Moynihan, state programs 
administrator principal with MDA. “And for people 
who work with farmers a lot, they will better 
understand the peer counseling they can offer.”

Six “Down on the Farm” seminars were held 
statewide. Moynihan said backgrounds of 
attendees varied greatly and included bankers, 
doctors, clergy and more. The interest has far 
exceeded Moynihan’s expectations.

“This is the first time we have ever tried this, 
and we didn’t know if it would sink or swim. I am 
floored by the reception,” Moynihan said.

Like the attendees, “Down on the Farm” 
presenters brought a diverse background to 
the topic of rural mental health. Mental Health 
Specialist Ted Matthews has years of experience 
working one-on-one with Minnesota farm families. 
Randy Willis, who is the deputy director for 
professional development with the Minnesota 
Sheriffs’ Association, works with sheriffs statewide 

on ways to de-escalate emotional crisis 
situations on the farm. And USDA Farm 
Service Agency Executive Officer Michelle 
Page brings experience from the USDA 
perspective, as well as insight from her own 
life on the farm.

“For people who work with farmers, you 
are going to walk away with a better 
understanding of the multiple conflicts and 
sources of stress for farmers,” said Moynihan. 
“People want to be more useful, but worry 
they don’t know what to do.”

In addition to helping people identify stress 
and offer peer counseling, Moynihan said 
each seminar addressed how to handle 
tough conversations with farmers in stressful 
situations. A banker, as one example, may 
be required to have difficult dialogue with 
farmers. The seminar offered tips on how to 

do so in a respectful, empathetic manner.

Overall, Moynihan said the goal of “Down on 
the Farm” was for attendees to walk away with a 
better understanding of the stresses farmers may 
be under and how attendees can make a positive 
impact on farmers.

“It is difficult to realize how many balls farmers 
may have up in the air at one time,” Moynihan 
said. “But by better understanding the culture and 
what is going on, we can start conversations with 
farmers in a way that gets them to start talking.”

MDA brings rural 
mental health 
education to 
professionals of 
all backgrounds

Seminars were created to help all backgrounds manage on-farm stress.
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delegates to the recent annual meeting 
of the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) at MN Ag EXPO 

2018 in Mankato re-elected five farmers to its 
board of directors and elected two new members 
to the board.

In district four, Richard Syverson of Pope County 
was newly elected to the board of directors. 

A familiar name to many, Syverson was a 
longtime MCGA regional representative. 

In district six, Blair Hoseth of Norman County  
was also newly elected.

Re-elected were Jean Knakmuhs of  
Redwood County (district one), Harold Wolle  
of Watonwan County (district two), Les  
Anderson of Goodhue County (district three),  
Brian Thalmann of McLeod County (district five), 
and Dan Root of Dodge County (at-large). 

MCGA re- elects 
five board 
members; 
welcomes two  
new members

Richard Syverson
District 4

Blair Hoseth 
District 6

Jean Knakmuhs
District 1

Harold Wolle 
District 2

Les Anderson
District 3

Brian Thalmann 
District 5

Dan Root 
At large

MN Senator Tina Smith appointed 
to Senate Ag Committee
s hortly after officially taking her seat on 

the United States Senate, Tina Smith 
was appointed to the Senate Committee 

on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry. The 
appointment means Senator Smith will play a  
key role in 2018 farm bill negotiations, in addition 
to other legislation affecting the state’s 24,000-
plus corn farmers.

Smith, who formerly was the lieutenant governor 
of Minnesota, has pushed for a seat on the ag 

committee. She will now serve a key role in 
protecting the farm safety net and preserving crop 
insurance for farmers in Minnesota and beyond.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
and its grower leaders have enjoyed working 
with Smith while she was lieutenant governor. 
Former MCGA President Harold Wolle joined 
Smith and other ag leaders in a trade mission to 
Cuba last summer, supporting her efforts to build 
the country as a trade market. Smith also visited 
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Wolle’s farm last fall 
for an up-close look at 
the many conservation 
practices employed on 
his Madelia farm.

Moving forward, MCGA looks forward to working 
with Smith and all Minnesota elected officials to 
strengthen the state’s ag sector.

“We are at a very crucial time for agriculture, as 
Congress puts together a 2018 farm bill that will 
shape the future of agriculture in our country. 
We are confident Senator Smith will continue to 
support Minnesota’s growers and protect one of 
the largest economic drivers in our state,” said 
Wolle, who is chairman of the MCGA board  
of directors.

In addition to the ag committee, Smith was 
also named to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs; Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions; and Energy and Natural 
Resources. On the energy committee,  
Smith will have a key voice in upholding  
the Renewable Fuel Standard.

t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) recognized two individuals for their 
outstanding contributions to agriculture and 

corn farming at MN Ag EXPO 2018 in Mankato.

A longtime member of the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council (MCR&PC), Gerald 
Tumbleson, who farms in Sherburn, received 
the Golden Kernel award for his role in helping 
Minnesota Corn grow into the strong
organization that it is today. 

His contributions to Minnesota Corn started with 
MCGA, where he was a past president. In his 
time with MCGA, he helped establish the ethanol 
industry and was an advocate for the corn check-
off and other value-added agriculture initiatives. 
Tumbleson has also served on the National Corn 
Growers Association Corn Board, including as 
president. There, he helped direct investments 
in research, outreach, new uses and biofuels. 

Most recently, he was chair of the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council in 2013.

University of Minnesota Extension Educator Brad 
Carlson received the Friend of Agriculture award 
for his work through the Nitrogen Smart program. 
Spearheading the highly successful program, 
Carlson has helped more than 600 farmers 
improve their nitrogen management techniques. 

Also serving as the drainage management 
specialist for all of Minnesota, Carlson played 
a major role in helping Minnesota farmers 
become even better stewards of the land, while 
maintaining highly productive farms. 

Award winners 
recognized at 
MN Ag EXPO

MCGA President Kirby Hettver presented Gerald  
Tumbleson with his award.

Senator Smith joined Harold Wolle on his Madelia farm last fall. 

13

Mn Senator Smith
appointed to  
Ag Committee
continued from page 12



10

Thanks to our Allied Partners
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MinnesotaCorn
 RESEARCH & PROMOTION COUNCIL

Another great MN Ag EXPO 
in the books
another MN Ag EXPO 2018 came and 

went in January, as hundreds from the 
state’s ag sector gathered at the Verizon 

Wireless Center in Mankato. The two-day event 
featured a full trade show floor, some great 
speakers, an update on the political scene, and a 
productive Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) resolutions session and annual meeting. 

The MCGA EXPO booth focused on “MN Corn 
Grows MN,” which MCGA launched at Farmfest 
last August. The campaign is meant to build 
awareness around the many ways the state’s 
corn sector benefits all Minnesotans. Our 24,000-
plus corn farmers are an integral contributor 
to Minnesota’s present and future success, 
contributing to rural and metro economies, while 
protecting our state’s natural resources.

During MN Ag EXPO, a 2017 MINI Cooper 
Clubman, optimized for higher octane E25, was on 
hand to demonstrate the future of higher ethanol 
blends. The MINI is the first vehicle optimized for 
E25 fuel, due to its high compression engine.

On the second day of Ag Expo, MCGA held its 
annual meeting. Members heard a comprehensive 
update on MCGA activities, elections, resolutions 
and more. MCGA President Kirby Hettver and 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council 
Chairman Mickey Peterson provided reports on 
the many undertakings in the prior year. And to 
close the meeting, Executive Director Adam Birr 
presented MCGA’s work to build a foundation for 
sustained profitability for Minnesota’s farmers.

Researchers shared their projects, as one of many 
educational opportunities at MN Ag EXPO.

Hundreds dropped by the MCGA booth to learn about the 
many ways MN Corn Grows MN. 

It was a packed room for MCGA’s 2018 resolutions session.



MCGA Board Members   Mar. 2018

President 
Kirby Hettver of De Graff
320-226-3677 
First Vice President
Brian Thalmann of Plato
320-238-2481
Secretary
Tim Waibel of Courtland
507-359-1219
Treasurer
Les Anderson of Cannon Falls
507-263-2109 
Past President
Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia
507-236-2181
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186
Ryan Buck of Goodhue
651-764-2164
Charles DeGrote of Clara City
320-847-2175
Tom Haag of Eden Valley
320-453-7760
Blair Hoseth of Mahnomen
701-261-3574
Paul Henning of Okabena
507-370-1688
Noah Hultgren of Raymond
320-599-5118
Jean Knakmuhs of Marshall
507-532-9250
Gerald Mulder of Renville
320-979-6727
Bruce Peterson of Northfield
507-645-6717 
Dan Root of Racine
507-951-6657
John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235
Richard Syverson of Clontarf
330-760-6719

Chair
Myron (Mickey) Peterson of Sacred Heart
320-765-2676 
Vice Chair
Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-920-8834
Secretary 
Dwight Mork of Bellingham
320-568-2264
Treasurer
Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363
Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338 
Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275 
George Goblish of Vesta
507-762-3449
James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330 
Brennen Toquam of Claremont
507-456-9551 
Gerald Tumbleson of Sherburn
507-639-6938
Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452
Ex-Officio Dave Frederickson
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

MCR&PC Members   Mar. 2018      
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Just because you receive Corn Talk, it doesn’t mean you’re a 
member of the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA). 
 
To check if you’re a member, or to join MCGA, simply call  
our office at (952) 233-0333. Joining MCGA is easy. You can 
even use the funds you invest in Minnesota’s corn check-off 
to cover your membership dues.
 
With nearly 7,000 members, MCGA provides opportunities 
for corn farmers to stand up and speak out on behalf of 
agriculture.

Final crop production 
report shows strong  
corn yield
h arvest wrapped up around 

Thanksgiving in Minnesota, 
with farmers bringing in 

corn and other crops from the last 
remaining acres. In a year where 
Mother Nature 
delayed and 
complicated 
harvest, farmers 
were motivated 
by another year 
of strong yield 
numbers. 

In the final 2017 
Crop Production 
report, USDA 
experts estimated 
that farmers 
brought in an 
average of 176.6 bushels per acre – 
2 bushels ahead of 2016 numbers. 
Brian Thalmann, who farms in  
Plato, attributes the higher yields  
to the improving art and science  
of farming.

“Genetics keep improving, and 
farming practices are improving right 
alongside,” Thalmann said. “Most 
everyone now seems to be doing 
site-specific farming, regarding seed 

selection, seed placement, fertilizer 
rates and placement. The variable-
rate technology has allowed all of 
these fields to be fine-tuned.”

Become a member of MCGA

Impressive yields helped farmers make it through a tough harvest.



Calendar of Events

March 30  
MCGA offices closed  

(for Good Friday)
Shakopee

April 4  
 MCGA/MCR&PC  

Joint Meeting  
Shakopee

April 5  
MCR&PC elections 

ballot postmark date

April 10  
Ag Awareness Day,  

University of Minnesota
Minneapolis 

April 11  
 MCGA Legislative  

Reception  
St. Paul

April 11  
 Women’s Agricultural 

Leadership Conference  
Chaska

April 25  
MCR&PC election  
results available 
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