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w ith midterm elections coming up in 
November, many expected the 2018 
legislative session would be fairly quiet. 

However, important issues like tax conformity and 
more have made for another eventful few months 
at the Capitol. 

A top priority for the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) and other agricultural  
groups was federal tax conformity and state tax 

reform that would benefit agriculture by providing 
tax relief. 

Many businesses and agricultural groups strongly 
advocated for federal conformity of Section 179, 
which allows for equipment expensing deductions 
and bonus depreciation. The Federal Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, which was passed by the U.S. Congress 
in November 2017, increased the Section 179 
equipment expensing threshold up to $1 million. 
In Minnesota, farmers have only been allowed to 
deduct up to $25,000 under Section 179. Full 

federal conformity 
would bring the 
deduction up  
to the federal 
threshold of  
$1 million. 

House and Senate 
tax bills, as well as 
Gov. Mark Dayton’s 
bill, all proposed full 
federal conformity 
with Section 179. 
While there is 
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Tax issues at center of debate 
during 2018 legislative session 

The draft Groundwater Protection Rule (formerly the Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule) and buffer land property tax 
relief were hot topics in 2018.

Editor’s note: At the time of publication, the legislative 
session was ongoing. 

continued on following page



agreement on 
this particular 
provision, there 
are several 
other provisions 

in the tax bill with significant differences 
among the governor, House and Senate. 
MCGA hopes the negotiators can work 
out their differences and deliver a tax 
bill that will be good for farmers and 
enable a greater proportion of equipment 
expenses to be deducted, beginning in 
the 2018 tax year. 

Another top priority for MCGA was to put 
in place an annual property tax credit for 
ag land subject to the Minnesota Buffer 
Law requirement. Buffered areas that 
have been taken out of production are still 
assessed at ag land rates, which assume 
the property is still generating income 
from crop production. The bipartisan 
legislation proposes to fund the property 
tax credit using constitutionally dedicated 
Clean Water Funds.

The $50-per-acre tax credit aims to 
ease the financial penalty of continuing 
to impose property taxes at the highest 
rates on farm land that is removed from 
production and converted to conservation 
buffers. A recent MCGA statewide survey 

shows that 85 percent of Minnesota 
residents support either compensating 
farmers for loss of their farmland due to 
the buffer law or reducing the property 
taxes on land converted to buffers. 
Minnesotans and farmers support this 
basic tax fairness proposal. 

In other news, the issue of ditch mowing 
and potential permitting requirements 
was back for discussion in the 2018 
session. The Minnesota Department 
of Transportation did issue a report in 
early March summarizing stakeholder 
discussion since the end of the last 
legislative session. In the end, a 
consensus did not emerge on the  
best way to move forward, and the 
Legislature opted to extend the one-year 
moratorium on ditch mowing permits for 
another year. Stakeholders will continue 
to work on the issue after the Legislature 
adjourns for 2018.

The 2018 legislative session is expected 
to conclude May 22. For an update 
on the legislative issues important to 
Minnesota corn growers, visit  
mncorn.org. Also follow MCGA on 
Facebook (@MinnesotaCorn) and  
Twitter (@mncorn). 

b y the time you read this 
newsletter, the U.S. House 
of Representatives may have 

already approved its version of the 2018 
Farm Bill, cuing up Senate Committee 
consideration the last week before the

Memorial Day recess and full U.S.  
Senate action in June.   

Of course, the best laid plans can (and 
do) go awry.   

The House is moving a farm bill that 
largely reflects current law, with some 
improvements to: Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) and Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC); an increase in Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acreage; 
restored funding of trade promotion 
programs, including Foreign Market 
Development (FMD); increased individual 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan limits; a 
significant investment in animal disease

2018 Farm 
Bill off to 
rocky, but not 
unprecedented 
start

continued on following page
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preparedness and 
response, and fully
protecting crop insurance. 
These are all bipartisan 
goals the Minnesota Corn 

Growers Association (MCGA) championed early on.   

The House also includes a 20-hour-per-week work 
or training requirement under Food Stamps that 
Democrats oppose. That means Republicans will 
have to go it alone in approving the farm bill in that 
chamber, which is always a tough proposition.  
 
However, there is precedent for a farm bill with 
largely partisan support to pass. In both 2008 
and 2013, the farm bill passed the house with the 
strength of only one party. In fact, three of the last 
four farm bills have been passed by the House 
largely along party lines.   

The key each time has been that members of the 
minority party have joined forces with the majority 
party in defeating amendments designed to harm 
farmers and ranchers. And this time, there will 
certainly be no shortage of poison pill amendments 
on the House floor, including amendments attacking 
PLC/ARC, sugar and crop insurance.     

Also, the three farm bills that got off to rocky starts 
ultimately gained bipartisan traction in the House-
Senate conference committee, ensuring a bipartisan 
sprint across the finish line. In 2008, bipartisan 

supermajorities actually passed the farm bill and 
overrode a presidential veto – not once, but twice.    

In the Senate, bipartisanship is a foregone 
conclusion.   

With a 60-vote hurdle, the Senate Agriculture 
Committee will need to approve a farm bill on a 
strong, bipartisan vote to give it the head of steam 
necessary for floor consideration and passage.   

One of the challenges in the Senate process will be 
preventing a regional feud over how to strengthen 
the farm bill for individual commodities. This could 
potentially divide agricultural interests. Chairman 
Pat Roberts (R-KS) will be charged with wisely 
counseling colleagues that improvements to the 
farm safety net should be made without jeopardizing 
the farm bill’s passage.     

 

A big challenge on the Senate floor will be fending 
off germane, yet harmful, amendments and  
avoiding politically-charged amendments  
proposed only to gum-up the farm bill and  
score political points. 

MCGA will continue to work with its partners in 
Washington, D.C., to represent Minnesota corn 
farmers. Get updates at mncorn.org, and follow 
MCGA on Facebook (@MinnesotaCorn) and  
Twitter (@mncorn).  

continued from page 2

2018 Farm Bill  
off to rocky start

MCGA grower leaders met with Sen. Tina Smith and others in March to discuss the upcoming farm bill and RFS negotiations.



44

Groundwater Protection Rule 
released for review
o n April 24, the proposed Groundwater 

Protection Rule, formerly named the 
Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule, was released for 

farmers to review and comment. Farmers will have 
until July 26 to comment on the rule, and public 
hearings will be held throughout Minnesota this 
summer.

The release of the proposed rule is nearly 30 
years in the making, dating all the way back to the 
passing of the Groundwater Protection Act in 1989 
(see timeline below for more detail). The Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) has been 
involved with the development of the rule and will 
continue to advocate for, and address the concerns 
of, corn farmers.

To date, MCGA has submitted five letters of 
comment on previous versions of the rule. MCGA 
grower leaders have also worked closely with the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) to 
further communicate why certain changes to the 
rule are necessary. 

Earlier this year, MCGA also submitted a letter to 
Gov. Mark Dayton requesting the immediate release 
of the rule and an extended comment period for 
farmers to review and comment. 

Currently, MCGA and its grower leaders are hard  
at work reviewing the nearly 400 pages included in 
the rule and accompanying documents. MCGA 

continued on following page

Historical timeline of the 
Groundwater Protection Rule 
n 1989  The Minnesota 
Legislature passes the 
Groundwater Protection Act, and 
it is signed into law. Authority for 
the Nitrogen Fertilizer Management 
Plan (NFMP) and the Nitrogen 
Fertilizer Rule is provided through 
the passing of the Groundwater 
Protection Act. 

n 1990  The Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture (MDA) 
adopts the first NFMP, through 
which the Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule  
is based.

n 2010-2014  MDA organizes 
an advisory committee, which 
includes MCGA and other
 

agricultural organizations, to review 
and revise the NFMP. An updated 
version of NFMP is released the 
following year.

n 2015-2017  In 2015, MDA 
releases and solicits public 
comment on the initial Nitrogen 
Fertilizer Rule. In 2016, the 
discussion draft Nitrogen Fertilizer 
Rule is released, followed by an 
additional comment period. 

n 2018  MDA releases the latest 
version of the rule – now referred 
to as the Groundwater Protection 
Rule. It is published in the State 
Register on April 30, followed by  
an 80-day comment period.



will submit detailed 
comments on the rule, 
which will be available  
at mncorn.org.

Prior to commenting, it is important that Minnesota 
corn growers are factually correct and scientifically 
accurate in their critique.

First, the proposed Groundwater Protection 
Rule only pertains to groundwater. MDA only 
has authority to regulate agricultural chemicals, 
including nitrogen fertilizer, as it relates to 
groundwater. Any reference to surface water  
is irrelevant.

Second, the testing of township and private wells 
has been removed from the rule, and all testing will 
only take place under strict federal standards using 
public water supply wells. Any concerns related to 
the testing procedure are addressed.

Third, in many of the Drinking Water Supply 
Management Areas (DWSMAs) where testing will 
take place, the underlying geology and soils are 
such that nitrates can potentially travel through the 
unsaturated zone to groundwater aquifers in days 
to weeks. Any statements that these areas are 
impacted due to farming practices from more than 
30 years ago are not applicable in these instances.

Finally, the proposed rule gives credit to precision 
agriculture methods that farmers can use for the 
precise, variable, and site-specific application 
of nitrogen fertilizer. Many of these practices are 
already widely implemented on farms, so it is 
crucial that the rule credits the many farmers who 
have long focused on nitrogen use efficiency.

Stay up to date on the Groundwater Protection  
Rule by visiting mncorn.org, or follow MCGA  
on Facebook (@MinnesotaCorn) and  
Twitter (@mncorn).  
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Minnesota Corn Growers Association members are helping advance the interests of the state’s 
24,000 corn farmers.  

continued from page 4

Groundwater 
Protection Rule

j   ust because you 
receive Corn Talk, it 
doesn’t mean you’re  

      a member of the 
      Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association 
(MCGA).

To check if you’re a 
member, or to join MCGA, 
simply call our office at 
(952) 233-0333. Joining 
MCGA is easy. You can 
even use the funds you

invest in Minnesota’s corn check-off to cover your 
membership dues. 
 
With nearly 7,000 members, MCGA provides 
opportunities for corn farmers to stand up and 
speak out on behalf of agriculture.

Become a 
member of 
MCGA
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MCGA issues sharp response to 
BWSR’s proposed buffer APO

i n early April, the Board of Water and Soil 
Resources (BWSR) released a proposed 
amendment to the Administrative Penalty 

Order (APO) plan for Minnesota Buffer Law 
implementation. The Amendment would allow 
counties and watershed districts to assess penalties 
up to $500 per linear foot of farmland that is out 
of compliance with the law. The Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) soon after released a 
statement calling the proposed amendment beyond 
excessive and highly unreasonable.

To follow-up its statement, MCGA issued a letter to 
BWSR Buffers and Soil Loss Operations Supervisor 
Tom Gile that outlined major concerns with both the 
amendment and the procedure through which the 
amendment was proposed. 

In the letter to Gile, MCGA President Kirby Hettver 
said he was deeply troubled by the process through 
which the proposed amendment was submitted. 
These concerns included the lack of advance notice 
and sheer speed of the process to approve the 
amendment. Both suggest BWSR attempted to 
rush through the significant and highly controversial 

modifications to the Minnesota Buffer Law under 
a veil of secrecy and without an open public 
discussion, Hettver said.

In addition to major procedural concerns, Hettver 
stated the original statute outlining penalties for 
noncompliance with the Buffer Law would be a 
monetary penalty of “up to $500.” Among other 
concerns, Hettver noted the proposed amendment 
allowing penalties on a per-foot basis would 
dramatically exceed the statutory penalty threshold. 

The excessiveness of the proposed penalties 
are especially troubling, considering the current 
agricultural economy, he added.

Also in response to the proposed amendment,  
Gov. Mark Dayton issued a letter to BWSR 
members calling the proposed fines unreasonable 
and urged BWSR to take swift action to reconsider 
the proposed APO. Soon after, BWSR Executive 
Director John Jaschke called the proposed 
amendment a mistake and announced it would look 
at other options for enforcement.

continued on following page

MCGA and its grower leaders took action to prevent an unreasonable penalty for noncompliance.



7

MCGA President Kirby 
Hettver testified on 
behalf of MCGA on 
April 12. 

t he U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Prospective 

Plantings Report, released 
in late March, forecasted 
a 7-percent decrease in 
Minnesota corn acres 
planted in 2018. Nationally, 
corn acres were expected to 
decrease 2 percent. Of the 
48 estimating states, 33 were 
forecasted to decrease or 
maintain corn acreage  
this year.

In comparison, soybean 
acres were forecasted to 
decrease 2 percent this 

year in Minnesota. Nationally, a 1-percent drop in 
planted acres is expected. Wheat acres planted are 
expected to increase 38 percent in Minnesota and  
3 percent nationally.

Struggling commodity prices have led to year-over-
year decreases in corn acres planted in Minnesota 
in recent years. In 2016, 8.45 million acres of 
corn were planted, followed by 8.05 million in 
2017. Minnesota farmers reported they will plant 
approximately 7.5 million acres of corn in 2018.

Nationally, 88 million acres of corn were forecasted 
to be planted in 2018. If realized, the acreage would 
be the lowest amount since 2015.

USDA: 
Minnesota 
farmers will 
decrease  
corn acreage  
in 2018

Farmers in Minnesota and nationwide are expected to decrease corn acres this year. 

On April 12, Hettver and 
other members of the 
agriculture community 
testified before the 
Minnesota House of 

Representatives Agricultural Committee to express 
the community’s concern with BWSR’s procedure to 
propose the amendment. Jaschke also testified that 
the amendment was a mistake and personally took 
responsibility for the process through which it 
was proposed.

Following the testimony, the BWSR Buffers, Soils 

and Drainage committee 
met and passed a resolution 
to officially reject the draft 
amendment and not give it 
any further consideration. 

MCGA will continue to 
support the efforts that 
Minnesota farmers have  
made to work cooperatively  
in the implementation of 
 the buffer law.

continued from page 6

MCGA responds 
to BWSR proposal
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Minnesota’s corn growers are increasing their nitrogen  
use efficiency. 

m innesota corn growers are investing in 
research and education 
to reduce nitrate loss, 

as part of their mission to become 
the most environmentally responsible 
and sustainable corn farmers in the 
nation. Since 2014, corn farmers have 
invested nearly $6 million of their own 
funds through the corn check-off in 
education and research that improves 
nitrogen management strategies.

Through farmers’ corn check-off 
investment, the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) is 
working with leading researchers to 
develop best management practices 
that protect Minnesota’s drinking water, 
while maintaining productive farm operations. Since 
2014, MCGA has invested more than $3.1 million 

in research projects that better define the nitrogen 
mineralization process, examine effective practices 
in reducing nitrate loss, and more.

In addition to its investment with third-party 
researchers, MCGA is working with growers on 
farmer-led research projects focused on nitrogen 
management through the Minnesota Corn 
Innovation Grant Program. The state’s corn  
growers invested more than $270,000 in farmer-led 
projects, including innovative nitrogen application 
techniques and irrigation techniques that feed the 
right amount of nitrogen at the right time.

And as we continue to learn more about nitrogen 
management, MCGA is investing in efforts that 
ensure these practices are translated to the field. 

Since 2014, more than $2.8 million has been 
directed to nitrogen-specific education programs  
for Minnesota corn growers.

For example, more than 600 farmers (and counting) 
have attended the University of Minnesota 
Extension’s Nitrogen Smart program, which is 
helping farmers become more effective with their 
use of nitrogen. Farmers who attended a Nitrogen 
Smart seminar reported an average reduction in 
nitrogen application of 33 pounds/acre and  
25 pounds/acre in 2016 and 2017, respectively. 
MCGA also works with farmers and researchers to 
host field days where growers have an opportunity 
to see nitrogen management practices in action on 
a Minnesota farm.

To learn more about the proactive steps Minnesota 
corn farmers are taking to improve nitrogen 
management practices and protect our natural 
resources, visit mncorn.org. 

State’s corn 
growers invest 
in nitrogen 
management

Minnesota’s corn farmers are investing in farmer-led projects to improve nitrogen management. 
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p articipants in the Minnesota Agriculture 
Research Program (MARL) recently  
capped off the 18-month program with 

   an international study seminar in Croatia. The 
trip abroad is one of many experiences MARL 
graduates are exposed to as they work to become 
better leaders in Minnesota’s ag sector.

MARL was officially launched in 2000 as a two-year 
program open to ag professionals with leadership 
experience interested in learning applicable skills 
in leadership, personal skill-building and location-
related subject matter. Participants attend 11 
seminars, all with a different focus and location, for 
unique perspectives on agriculture in Minnesota  
and beyond.

MARL Executive Director Olga Reuvekamp said the 
program is designed to be very comprehensive in 
terms of its curriculum. 

Each seminar focuses on not only learning to 
become better leaders, but also better members of 
the ag community through personal development. 

“We want our participants to feel confident they can 
step up and do more,” Reuvekamp said. “With the 
right training and the right support, our graduates 
are prepared to take advantage of those career 
opportunities as they come along. They walk away 
with the skills and self-confidence to succeed.”

Each class spends time outside of the state, 
traveling to Washington, D.C., to learn about policy, 
and traveling abroad to see agriculture from a 
different perspective. For the latter, the international 
seminar in Croatia introduced participants to a 
country that is still developing agriculturally and  
also prohibits the use of GMOs.

“By hearing different 
perspectives, we hope 
participants are able to  
take away new principles  
of how they can work  
in a community and  
impact agriculture,” 
Reuvekamp said.

The Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association has been a 
financial supporter  
of MARL in its efforts to  
grow future leaders in 
agriculture. If you are 
interested in learning more 
about the program, visit  
marlprogram.org.

MARL enters 
18th year of 
training leaders  
in agriculture

MARL participants traveled to Croatia to learn about agriculture in the country. 

MARL Executive Director Olga Reuvekamp
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New technology identifies nitrogen-
deficient crops from the sky
d rones have become a useful tool for 

farmers who use the bird’s-eye view 
for crop surveillance. But the unique 

perspective only scratches the surface of the 
technology’s potential. Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota have developed a technology that 
uses drones to identify nitrogen deficiencies on a 
plant-by-plant level using imaging analysis.

Developed with the support of the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association, the technology uses a 
computer vision technique that examines the leaves 

of the corn plant for certain characteristics that 
correlate with nitrogen deficiency. That information 
is fed into a model that incorporates factors like 
weather, soils and more to prescribe the right 
amount of nitrogen fertilizer to fix the issue.

The process brings an unprecedented level of 
precision to nitrogen application. By identifying 
nitrogen deficiencies in a single plant, farmers are 
able to identify the exact area where additional 
application is necessary, according to Nikolaos 
Papanikolopoulos, a lead researcher on the project 
and a professor in the University of Minnesota’s 
Department of Computer Science and Engineering.

“Instead of looking at whole fields, we can now look 
at specific plants,” Papanikolopoulos said. “This 
represents a paradigm shift, because we now have 
the capabilities to automate the process in a way 
that saves farmers a lot of money and potentially 
reduces the use of fertilizers.”

To make the technology a reality, Papanikolopoulos 
worked with David Mulla, who is a professor in the 
University of Minnesota’s Department of Soil, Water 
and Climate. While Papanikolopoulos brought the 
computer science background to develop imaging 

capabilities, Mulla ensured it would 
be practical and valuable for farmers 
in the field.

“We had to make sure this was 
something farmers would be on 
board with. You can have the 
fanciest technology in the world, 
but if it is too complex or too 
expensive, it won’t be useful,” 
Papanikolopoulos said.

To bring it to the field, the University 
of Minnesota recently licensed the 
corn nitrogen deficiency technology 
to Minneapolis-based Sentera, 

which specializes in providing technology solutions 
to agriculture. The company plans to continue 
conducting field tests with an expected commercial 
rollout in 2019.

As part of its continued investment in nitrogen 
research and education, the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council provided initial 
funding through the corn check-off. Without it, 
Papanikolopoulos said the project may not  
have been a reality today.

“We are very thankful the corn growers  
had the vision to see the potential in this  
technology to support it at its early stages,” 
Papanikolopoulos said.

research

Using drones to detect nitrogen deficiencies will benefit precision agriculture.
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t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) hosted 2018 candidates for 
Minnesota’s 1st Congressional District 

on family farms in southern Minnesota in April. 
Candidates from both parties visited with MCGA 

grower leaders in an effort to build a greater 
understanding of modern farm practices and 
discuss the federal issues impacting Minnesota 
corn growers. 

Jim Hagedorn, a Republican candidate from 
Blue Earth, Rich Wright, a Democratic candidate 

from Rochester, and Dan Feehan, a Democratic 
candidate from North Mankato, visited the Madelia 
farm of MCGA board director Harold Wolle. State 
Sen. Carla Nelson, a Republican candidate from 
Rochester, visited the Blooming Prairie farm of 
Minnesota Corn grower leader Brennen Toquam.

While the weather prevented a ride in the planter, 
each candidate took advantage of the one-on-
one experience to learn more about federal issues 
that are impacting farmers in Minnesota’s 1st 
Congressional District. After a tour of the farm, 
each grower discussed the importance of a strong 
farm bill, upholding the Renewable Fuel Standard, 
rising health care costs and more.  

Invitations to congressional candidates were 
extended as part of the “MN Corn Grows MN” 
campaign, which was launched to build better 
connections with voters and candidates, as well 
as encourage a more informed dialogue about 
corn farming with all Minnesotans. During harvest 
last fall, 2018 gubernatorial candidates visited 
family corn farms throughout Minnesota to discuss 
issues impacting farmers in the state. Learn more 
at MNCornGrowsMN.org.

Dan Feehan (left) discussed RFS, farm bill and more at the 
Wolle farm.

Candidates for 
Minnesota’s 1st 
Congressional 
District visit  
corn farms

Rich Wright (right) discussed modern farming at the Wolle farm.

Jim Hagedorn (center) visited the Wolle farm in early April.

State Sen. Carla Nelson (left) speaks with the Toquam family.
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t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association’s 
(MCGA) 52 affiliated county organizations 
connected with members and the non-farming 

public in a variety of ways in the last year. County 
members promoted corn farming at their county 
fairs and parades, held promotional events for 
ethanol-blended fuel, attended commodity shows in 
Minnesota and beyond, provided scholarships to local 
students pursuing a career in agriculture, and more.  

In addition, five counties worked together last  
year to organize a partnership with Southwest 
Minnesota State University to promote corn farming. 
Also, more counties than ever are launching 
Facebook pages to better interact with their  
members and community. 

County organizations have 
eventful year

 39 counties 
were represented 

at Commodity 
Classic.

33 counties were 
directly involved with 

their county fairs.

32 counties promoted 
local corn growers 

through advertising on 
radio or in print.

22 counties held  
ethanol fuel  

promotion events.

44 counties attended 
MN Ag EXPO.

77 scholarships were 
offered by counties, 

totaling nearly $100,000.

37 counties hosted 
field days, plot tours, or 

participated in the MCGA 
Variety Plot Program.

25 counties 
participated in 

parades.

10 counties run a 
Facebook page 

promoting their local 
organization.

45 counties hosted 
annual meetings.
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Summer fun  
at the ball  
park and on 
the pitch
t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 

(MCGA) will continue promoting the state’s 
corn growers and their conservation efforts  

to Twin Cities sports fans in 2018.

MCGA will bring corn-themed fun to fans at St. Paul 
Saints games at CHS Field in downtown St. Paul. 
Corn cobs will once again be the main feature on 
the foul poles at the ballpark, and the world’s largest 
game of corn toss will be played between innings 
while the PA announcer shares some fun facts 
about corn.

In addition to the eye-catching signage and 
interactive fan experiences, MCGA will also partner 
with the St. Paul Saints on a new promotion in 
2018. Aptly named the “Aww-Shucks” moment of 
the game, MCGA will donate $100 to the University 
of Minnesota Bee Lab for each error committed 
during the game. The total will be presented to the 
charity before the game on Sept. 2, which is MCGA 
Night at the ballpark.  

MCGA will also connect with a young, enthusiastic
fan base at Minnesota United matches. Soccer fans 
will have the opportunity to learn how our states’ 
corn farmers are caring for our natural resources via 
in-stadium signage, in-game announcements, print 
features and more.  

MCGA Night with the Minnesota United will take 
place on Saturday, July 14. United fans will enjoy 
corn-focused activities before and during the match. 
And for every single game ticket sold that night, 
$1 will be donated to the Soil Health Partnership, 
which is a farmer-led initiative that works to make 
agriculture more productive and sustainable through 
improved soil health. 

Additionally, MCGA members will receive 
discounted tickets to the June 29, July 14 and  
July 22 matches. At each match, MCGA members 
and their families have the opportunity to gather 
on the field for a post-match photo, or children of 
members can participate in the fan tunnel prior to 
the game. For details, visit mncorn.org.

MCGA will again reach sports fans in the Twin Cities this summer. 

continued on following page

l ast summer, the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) launched the “MN Corn 
Grows MN” campaign to build connections with 

candidates for elected office and to encourage more 
dialogue about the impact of corn farming with all 
Minnesotans. Since then, MCGA has brought 

numerous candidates for elected office to family 
corn farms and met with state legislators to discuss 
issues important to the state’s 24,000 corn farmers.

Now, over the coming months, MCGA will introduce 
MN Corn Grows MN to all Minnesotans to share

“MN Corn Grows MN” shares impact  
of corn, corn farming 
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Thanks to our Allied Partners
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MinnesotaCorn
 RESEARCH & PROMOTION COUNCIL

c ommodity Classic 
2018 was held 
Feb. 26-March 1 in 

Anaheim. America’s largest 
farmer-led, farmer-focused 
convention brought together 
representatives from the 
National Corn Growers 
Association (NCGA), American 
Soybean Association, National 
Association of Wheat Growers, 
National Sorghum Producers 
and the Association of 
Equipment Manufacturers. 
Like in past years, Commodity 
Classic 2018 was the setting for 
numerous productive meetings, 

along with many educational opportunities available 
to corn growers.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
was again well represented at Commodity Classic. 
MCGA grower leaders represented the state’s 
growers at the NCGA resolutions meeting and Corn 
Congress as delegates. Hundreds of Minnesota 
farmers were also in attendance to take in the huge 
trade show, educational sessions, and all  
that Classic has to offer.

Commodity 
Classic 2018 
brings thousands 
to Anaheim

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue chatted with corn farmers at Commodity Classic 2018.

information about the 
importance of corn 
and corn farming to 
our state. The newly 
redesigned webpage at 

MNCornGrowsMN.org encourages rural and urban 
residents to engage in conversation on how farmers 
are investing in third-party research, producing 
cleaner fuels, protecting our water, supporting 
communities and more.

Visit MNCornGrowsMN.org each week as MCGA 
highlights the many ways Minnesota’s corn farmers 

are helping 
our state grow 
economically 
and sustainably. 
Visitors will 

also have the opportunity to watch a new video 
series, read stories featuring local growers, get the 
latest stats on how corn makes an impact in their 
community, and access other insights. 

Join the conversation. Share and follow 
#MNCornGrowsMN today!

continued from page 13

“MN Corn Grows 
MN” shares impact
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MCGA Board Members   May 2018

President 
Kirby Hettver of De Graff
320-226-3677 
First Vice President
Brian Thalmann of Plato
320-238-2481
Secretary
Tim Waibel of Courtland
507-359-1219
Treasurer
Les Anderson of Cannon Falls
507-263-2109 
Past President
Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia
507-236-2181
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186
Ryan Buck of Goodhue
651-764-2164
Charles DeGrote of Clara City
320-847-2175
Tom Haag of Eden Valley
320-453-7760
Blair Hoseth of Mahnomen
701-261-3574
Paul Henning of Okabena
507-370-1688
Noah Hultgren of Raymond
320-599-5118
Jean Knakmuhs of Marshall
507-532-9250
Gerald Mulder of Renville
320-979-6727
Bruce Peterson of Northfield
507-645-6717 
Dan Root of Racine
507-951-6657
John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235
Richard Syverson of Clontarf
330-760-6719

Chair
Myron (Mickey) Peterson of Sacred Heart
320-765-2676 
Vice Chair
Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-920-8834
Secretary 
Dwight Mork of Bellingham
320-568-2264
Treasurer
Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363
Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338 
Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275 
George Goblish of Vesta
507-762-3449
James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330 
Brennen Toquam of Claremont
507-456-9551 
Gerald Tumbleson of Sherburn
507-639-6938
Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452
Ex-Officio Dave Frederickson
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

MCR&PC Members   May 2018      
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f arm Camp Minnesota returns this 
summer for its seventh year, and 
registration is now open for children 

in grades three-six who are interested in 
attending the fun and educational  
day camp.

Farm Camp will be held at three different 
farm locations, including in the Sartell 
area (held on July 17), the Waseca area 
(Aug. 13 and 14), and the Northfield 
area near Dundas (Aug. 16). Each 
camp is organized by local farmers 
and supported by farm organizations, 
agribusinesses and volunteers.

At each location, campers will have 
the opportunity to learn about modern 
agriculture, including where their food 
comes from, how it is grown and the 
farm products that are used today. 
Campers will meet a variety of livestock 

and learn about different crop 
varieties. They will also learn about 
the equipment used on farms, and at 
the Dundas and Waseca sites, each 
camper will get a tractor ride.

The Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) is a proud 
supporter of Farm Camp Minnesota. 
MCGA intern Mariah Larson 
attended Farm Camps last summer 
to share information with campers 
about corn and its many uses in 

products, fuel and feed.

Online registration is available at 
farmcampminnesota.org. Spots are filling 
fast and early registration is discounted, 
so visit soon.

Farm Camp Minnesota 
returns this summer

1 newly elected, 
3 re-elected to 
MCR&PC

d uane Epland was newly 
elected to the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council 

(MCR&PC), while Doug Albin, Myron 
(Mickey) Peterson and Scott Winslow 
were re-elected. 

All positions are three-year terms.

Epland, who farms in Emmons, will 
represent District 8. Albin, who farms 
in Clarkfield and represents District 1, 2 
and 4, Peterson (Sacred Heart – District 
3, 5 and 6) and Winslow (Fountain – 
District 9) will retain their position on the 
MCR&PC.

The MCR&PC administers the efficient 
and effective investment of Minnesota’s 
corn check-off.

Mariah Larson discusses the many uses of corn with Farm Camp 
attendees.
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May 28
MCGA office closed  

for Memorial Day
Shakopee 

 
June 18-19

CommonGround 
Workshop

Minneapolis
 

June 19
CommonGround  

Farm Dinner
Dundas 

 

July 4-5
MCGA office closed  

for Fourth of July
Shakopee

 
July 14

MCGA Night with  
the Minnesota United

Minneapolis
 

July 16-20
NCGA Corn Congress

Washington, D.C.
 

July 17
Farm Camp
St. Cloud
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