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Editor’s note: The following was current at the 
time of publication.

t he nation’s corn farmers have been on a 
rollercoaster ride of highs and lows with 
each development around the Renewable 

Fuel Standard (RFS), the farm bill and trade 
policy. Here is the latest on issues keeping 
farmers on the edge of their seats.

The Renewable Fuel Standard
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
continues to issue waivers to refineries 
nationwide, exempting them from purchasing 
Renewable Identification Number (RIN) credits 
to comply with the RFS, significantly reducing 
RIN prices and biofuel volumes. Meanwhile, 
biofuel supporters are working tirelessly to 
prevent devastating changes to the RFS.

The latest was avoided in mid-June when the 
Trump administration decided to not move 
forward with a proposal to attach RINs to 
biofuel exports. While the deal would have also 
included year-round sales of E15, the benefit 

would pale in comparison to the disastrous 
effects of attaching RINs to biofuels exports.

Finally, on June 26 the EPA announced its draft 
2019 Renewable Volume Obligations (RVO) 
rule, calling for maintaining the same level of 
conventional biofuels as the last two years. The 
news that conventional biofuels will remain at  
15 billion gallons was welcomed, but MCGA 

was disappointed to learn the proposed RVO 
does not account for the 1.6 billion in biofuels 
lost due to waivers issued by the EPA over the 
last 18 months. 

The Farm Bill
H.R. 2, the Agriculture and Nutrition Act of 
2018, known as the farm bill, narrowly passed 
the House on June 21. The bill largely reflects 
current law, with some improvements to safety 
net programs, an increase in Conservation 
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this summer.
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Reserve 
Program (CRP) 
acreage, and 
fully protecting 
crop insurance. 

The House’s farm bill received no 
support from Democrats, who oppose 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) reforms in the farm bill.

The Senate’s farm bill, passed in late 
June on a wide bipartisan margin of  
86-11. This version largely upholds 
policies that protect the farmer safety 
net and support crop insurance and 
doesn’t include changes to the SNAP 
program.

A conference committee will need to 
reconcile the differences between 
the House and Senate bills so a final 
bill can be repassed and sent to the 
President’s desk.

Trade
The United States and Canada are 
locked in a tariff showdown. To date, 
Canada is issuing retaliatory tariffs on 
products that directly impact industries 
in key congressional districts. With 
Canada being the second-largest 
importer of American ethanol, the 
nation’s corn sector is concerned it  
may take a broad approach and impose 
tariffs on widely valued ag products.

President Trump is also locked in a 
tariff battle with China. While China 
has enacted trade policies that have 
shut out American corn in recent years, 
the brewing trade war further hurts 
any potential to grow the country as 
an export market. Recently imposed 
retaliatory tariffs from China are 
targeting other agricultural products, 
while also impacting grain prices due  
to the ongoing trade risks. 

t he conclusion of the 2018 
legislative session included its 
characteristic drama. After the dust 

settled from the flurry of bills passed in 
the final hours and post-adjournment 
vetoes from Governor Mark Dayton, 
agriculture was left with a longer list of 
policy items to prioritize for the 2019 
legislative session. 

When the legislature reconvenes in 
2019, there will be a new governor 
and at least 23 new members in the 
House of Representatives due to 
member retirements. The Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
has already been reaching out to 

gubernatorial candidates and will build 
on candidate engagement efforts 
over the summer and fall. MCGA is 
committed to building relationships 
and advocating for public policy that 
will benefit corn farmers and rural 
communities. 

Bright Spots 
Funding for roads and bridges
The capital investment bill was built on 
significant transportation investments 
made in 2017 by allocating $542 million 
for various types of bond financing 
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for transportation  
projects. This includes  
$400 million for  
Corridors of Commerce 
trunk highway and  
road projects, and  

$78.6 million for local road improvement  
fund grants. 

Ditch mowing
The prohibition on the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation to enforce permits for mowing 
or bailing on truck highway right-of-way was 
extended until April 30, 2019. 

Agriculture commodity transportation 
This bill extends the hour of service exemption 
for agriculture commodities and the 150-mile 
exemption for Electronic Logging Devices to 
year-round. 

Disappointments 
Buffer property tax credit 
There was wide bipartisan agreement on the 
need for a buffer property tax credit to ease the 
financial tax penalty paid by farmers on ag land 
brought into compliance with Minnesota’s buffer 
law. Despite the support, the buffer property tax

credit measure was not included in the larger tax 
bill or passed as a stand-alone bill. Disagreement 
over whether to use Clean Water Funds or general 
funds to finance the credit prevented the measure 
from moving forward. 

Tax conformity and reform
The omnibus tax bill was vetoed – twice – by 
Gov. Dayton. It contained important federal 
tax conformity provisions, including full federal 
conformity for capital equipment expensing and 
bonus depreciation in section 179, and other state 
tax reform measures. 

Ag policy
Included in the 
omnibus ag 
policy bill was 
a provision that 
would have 
restored county 
authority on soil 
loss ordinances. 
A change made 
in 2015 gave 
the Board of 
Water and Soil 
Resources more 
authority in 
setting soil loss 
rules. Ultimately, 
Gov. Dayton 
vetoed the ag 
policy bill over 

this provision and an unrelated procedural move 
by House and Senate agriculture committees to 
delay final adoption of the proposed Groundwater 
Protection Rule. 

Ag finance
 $250,000 for rural mental health funding 
and administrative reforms to the Minnesota 
Bioincentive Program were included in an 
expansive supplemental finance bill. Gov. Dayton 
ultimately vetoed it, over objections to the non-
agricultural sections of the bill. 
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Minnesota legislators and Gov. Dayton found little common ground in 2018. 
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MCGA helps bring candidates, forums 
at Farmfest to statewide audience 
gubernatorial hopefuls will make the trip  

to Gilfillian Estates on Wednesday,  
Aug. 8, for the Minnesota Gubernatorial 

              Candidate Forum. Sponsored by 
IDEAg Group and organized by Farmfest Forum 
Coordinator Kent Thiesse, the event is scheduled  
for 10:30 a.m. in the Wick Building on the 
Farmfest grounds. 

WCCO News Radio will broadcast the 
gubernatorial 
candidate forum 
live. As the official 
broadcast partner 
of WCCO’s 
live coverage 
from Farmfest, 
the Minnesota 
Corn Growers 
Association 
(MCGA) looks 
forward to raising 
awareness about 

the issues impacting 
corn farmers and agriculture overall.

Moderated by WCCO News Radio’s Dave 
Lee and Blois Olson from Fluence Media, the 
forum will be an excellent chance to hear from 
candidates on issues important to the state’s 
ag sector, especially leading into the following 
week’s primary elections.

Not able to attend Farmfest? MCGA has you 
covered! For the first time in the event’s history, 
you can access forums via livestream on the 
Farmfest website. As the exclusive sponsor 
of the Farmfest Livestream, MCGA will further 
highlight the impact of corn and corn farming, 
and the pivotal role farm families play in helping 
to strengthen our state.  

All Minnesotans will have an opportunity to see 
where their candidates stand on agriculture and 
food issues. Also tune in to the additional panel

discussions that will 
address important 
topics such as water 
quality and biofuels. 

For more details on the 
gubernatorial forum  
and the Farmfest 
Livestream, visit 
mncorn.org/blog,  
and follow us on 
Twitter (@MNCorn) 
and Facebook  
(@MinnesotaCorn).

The following 2018 Farmfest  
Forums will be available to view  
via livestream at Farmfest.com:
Tuesday, August 7

n 10:30 a.m. - U.S. Senate Candidate   
 Forum 
n 1:15 p.m. - Congressional Candidate   
 Forum on Agriculture and Rural Issues 

Wednesday, August 8
n 10:30 a.m. - MN Gubernatorial   
 Candidate Forum 
n 1:15 p.m. - Protecting MN Water   
 Resources: Public Concern and  
 Land  Owner Implications
n 3:00 p.m. - Answering Your B20   
 Questions Before Harvest

Thursday, August 9
n 9:00 a.m. - Resources for Farm  
 Families in Challenging Times
n 10:30 a.m. - U.S. Senate  
 Candidate Forum

“Minnesota’s corn 
growers are proud to 
be able to help bring 
the candidate forums to 
farmers and all residents 
statewide. We look forward 
to the valuable discussion 
on issues important to 
agriculture and our state’s 
corn farmers.” 
Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association President Kirby Hettver

MCGA President Kirby Hettver 
and his fellow corn farmers will 
have an opportunity to learn 
how each candidate will best 
represent their interests.
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f armfest is coming up  
Aug. 7-9 at Gilfillian 
Estates near Morgan, and 

the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) will again 
be a can’t-miss stop at Booth 
702 at the corner of Seed Road 
and Seventh Street.

Last summer, MCGA launched 
the “MN Corn Grows MN” 
initiative to share the key role 
our state’s corn farmers play in 
building a sustainable future for 
all Minnesotans, reaching both 
candidates for elected office 
and the general public.

To further share how MN Corn 
Grows MN with an even larger audience, MCGA 
is proud to be the official broadcast partner 
of WCCO News Radio and its live Farmfest 
coverage. The partnership will bring even greater 
awareness of the issues impacting today’s 
farmers to all Minnesotans. 

And this year marks WCCO’s return to the 
farm show for the first time in many years. The 
station will broadcast live from the MCGA tent 
on Wednesday, Aug. 8, from 6 a.m. to 9 a.m. A 
number of promotions highlighting the impact of 
Minnesota’s corn growers will also be heard on 
the station’s airwaves before and during Farmfest. 

In addition to the WCCO live broadcast, Farmfest 
attendees can expect to see new initiatives and a 
few old favorites at the MCGA tent. 

MCGA will unveil the 2018 Minnesota Corn 
Research Directory. It highlights the innovative 
research funded by corn farmers through the corn 
check-off. Farmers will also have the opportunity 
to learn about the Minnesota Corn Innovation 
Grant Program, which provides funding to farmers 
to implement on-farm research related to an 
innovative conservation idea.

MCGA’s agenda includes highlighting Minnesota 
corn farmers’ continued investment in upgraded 
fuel infrastructure to bring more blends of ethanol 

to market and increase overall corn demand. 
A 2017 MINI Cooper Clubman, the first vehicle 
optimized for E25 fuel due to its high compression 
engine, will be featured in MCGA’s tent. The MINI 
showcases the future of fuels and highlights the 
importance of consumer accessibility to vehicles 
optimized for higher ethanol blends.

Of course, attendees will again have an 
opportunity to sample sweet corn ice cream 
provided by the University of Minnesota, along 
with fortune cookies made with Distillers Dried 
Grains (DDGS) provided by South Dakota State 
University. Be sure to stop by the MCGA tent for 
all this, and more. We’ll see you at Farmfest!

Farmfest 
Preview: 
Minnesota 
Corn partners 
with WCCO 
Radio

While popular items like corn ice cream will return to the MCGA tent, attendees can expect a 
number of new attractions this year.
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Early results indicate corn could 
feed surging shrimp industry
w hile 1.6 billion pounds of shrimp is 

consumed annually in the United 
States, 80 percent of its supply is 

imported. Balaton-based trū Shrimp is looking 
to change that by growing healthy shrimp in 
southwestern Minnesota, and it is researching  
corn as its main food source.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association, under 
the direction of the Minnesota Corn Research 
& Promotion Council, is working with trū Shrimp 
researchers to explore corn as a cost-efficient 
and nutritious feed for its growing shrimp. By 
using corn, trū Shrimp would be less dependent 
on traditional fishmeal, which has limited 
availability and a high cost.

Over the last three years, trū Shrimp researchers 
have been incorporating corn into the diet of 
shrimp under a number of conditions and testing
the feed attractability and overall nutritional 
benefits of each diet. 

Each test incorporates varying levels of corn 
as a substitute portion of wheat middlings. The 
nutritional challenges for using corn in shrimp 
diets is its high carbohydrate content, which has 

limited nutritional value to shrimp, and the lack 
of the amino acid lysine. For these reasons, the 
company’s research is considering a mixture of 
different plant ingredients and added amino acids 
that could allow more corn to be successfully 
used as an ingredient.

The team first tested the 
nutritional and physical 
properties of each diet. For 
example, each was evaluated 
on how it held up in the water 
before it was consumed. 
Once it was actually fed 
to the shrimp, trū Shrimp 
researchers measured how 
much remained, indicating 
how attractive the feed 
mixture was to the shrimp. 
And once it was consumed, 
researchers evaluated feed 
conversion ratio and growth 
rates of the shrimp. 

Initial stages in the study 
have indicated that corn 

could substitute for a portion of wheat middlings 
in a shrimp diet. A future where shrimp feed 
could be cited as a new use for corn is certainly 
possible; however, trū Shrimp researchers will 
need to further assess the physical performance 
of feed using corn and how it impacts water 
quality, shrimp health and growth rate. In the near 
future, trū Shrimp hopes to confirm growth rates 
in a larger production setting. The future overall 
timeline will depend on these results.

Overall, trū Shrimp researchers are encouraged 
with the preliminary findings. Minnesota’s corn 
farmers would benefit from the added corn 
demand to feed this exploding industry, and  
trū Shrimp would benefit from reducing feed  
costs using an ingredient that is plentiful in its 
own backyard.

MCGA and trū Shrimp have been researching corn for shrimp feed over the last three years with 
positive results. 
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i   ndustry and government officials representing 
17 countries in Asia and Oceania met in May 
for the Ethanol Summit of the Asia Pacific. The 

high-level officials from agriculture, environmental 
and energy ministries met with members of the 
U.S. ethanol industry and U.S. officials to discuss 
current and future prospects for expanded 
ethanol use throughout the Asia Pacific.

To launch the gathering, the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association worked with event sponsors 
U.S. Grains Council, Growth Energy, and the 
Renewable Fuels Association to organize a 
tour of Minnesota’s ethanol industry. The group 
began with an up-close look at blender pumps 
at Minnoco and Coborn’s, followed by a tour 
of Al-Corn Clean Fuel and refinery Flint Hills 
Resources. Overall, it was an opportunity to see 
the full production and value chain of ethanol in 
the United States.

The agenda for the next two days included a wide 
variety of educational sessions that highlight the 
use of ethanol in transportation fuels to help meet 
a number of challenges, including improving air 
quality, improving the current fuel supply and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

The goal with the lineup of speakers was to 
capitalize on the needs of the 17 countries 
represented – where some of the fastest growing 
increases in fuel demand, greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, and air quality issues are occurring 
due to the countries’ rates of growth.

Topics included tackling the misconception that 
ethanol is hurting the world’s food supply, the 
environmental benefits of blending ethanol into 
gasoline and an update on the current ethanol 
landscape and ethanol-related policy in Asia-
Pacific countries.

This year’s event aimed to build on the momentum 
of last fall’s Ethanol Summit of the Americas 
event. The goal of each summit is to affirm the 
United States as the leader in ethanol industry 
development and a key partner for countries 
looking to grow their ethanol program.

The summit included representatives from 
Australia, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Myanmar, New Zealand, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam.

Ethanol Summit 
of the Asia 
Pacific arrives  
in Minneapolis

Representatives from Asia and Oceania saw blender pump technology up close.
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MNCornGrowsMN.org shows how corn farming benefits the state through 
blogs, videos and more.

t   he Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association 
(MCGA) launched 

the “MN Corn Grows MN” 
campaign last summer. 
Its purpose was twofold: 
To build connections with 
candidates for elected 
office, and to encourage 
more dialogue about the 
impact of corn farming 
with the general public. 
The initiative began by 
bringing candidates for 
elected office to family 
corn farms; it has since 
grown to promote the vital 
role of corn farming in our state  
to all Minnesotans.

        At MNCornGrowsMN.org, MCGA is 
        sharing the importance of corn farmers 

through blog posts, videos and infographics 
that highlight farmers’ impact in promoting 
rural development, protecting water quality, 
investing in conservation-minded research 
and much more. 
 
Posts that dive into topics – like the 
many ways corn farmers support Greater 
Minnesota communities or how corn farmers 
are investing in protecting water quality – 
are promoted on social media, reaching 
thousands of Minnesotans.

Plus, over the summer you will hear the 
message of MN Corn Grows MN on the 
radio and see it on billboards throughout the 
state. In the days leading up to November’s 
midterm elections and beyond, MN Corn 
Grows MN will continue to elevate the 
importance of corn and our state’s farm 
families with candidates for elected office 
and the general public. 

We hope you join the conversation. Share 
and follow #MNCornGrowsMN today.

MN Corn Grows MN continues to promote vital role of corn farmers

Billboards promoting MN Corn Grows MN will be seen by drivers in Minnesota through the summer.
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MN Corn Grows MN continues to promote vital role of corn farmers

t he MN Corn Grows MN campaign was 
launched to share information with all 
Minnesotans about the impact of corn 

farming on the overall growth of the state. In 
Greater Minnesota, that impact can be seen in  
the vital role corn farming plays in supporting  
rural communities.

Exports of Minnesota-grown corn produced 
more than $400 million in gross regional product 
for the state in 2017, with corn crop value 
totaling more than $4.5 billion. Those totals 
translate to Minnesota being the fourth-largest 
producer of corn in the country.

That output by the state’s 24,000 corn farmers 
is a key contributor to the growth of rural 
communities statewide. Local co-ops grow 
with the health of their members, and Greater 
Minnesota’s 20 ethanol plants need a steady 
supply of corn bushels for long-term survival. 
Rural city spending is buoyed by the economic 
contributions of corn-related taxes and sales. And 
people employed as part of Minnesota’s corn 
sector are vital contributors to businesses on Main 
Street throughout Greater Minnesota towns.

As outstate residents, Minnesota corn growers 
care deeply for the future health of their 
communities. To contribute to a brighter future, 
farmers invest in the corn check-off and become 
active members of the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) to advocate for rural 
Minnesota at the Capitol.

For example, MCGA grower leaders advocate 
each year to ensure that Greater Minnesota 

receives an equitable share of new transportation 
funding to maintain rural roads and bridges. 
Minnesota’s corn farmers have also advocated 
for expanded broadband access in outstate 
communities, securing $35 million in funding 
during the 2016 legislative session. And last year, 
MCGA was part of a coalition effort to enact the 
Ag2School property tax credit, which provides a 
40-percent credit on farm property taxes levied 
for school district bonding projects. The credit not 
only provides property tax relief to farmers, but 
it also ensures a more equitable system for rural 
school funding.

Over the last year, Minnesota’s corn farmers, as 
part of the MN Corn Grows MN initiative, have 
also invited both gubernatorial and congressional 
candidates to rural Minnesota to discuss the 
issues that are impacting farmers and their 
communities.

Minnesota needs strong rural communities for 
long-term sustainability. The state’s corn growers, 
through their economic impact and advocacy 
efforts, are proud contributors to building a 
healthier Greater Minnesota. It is one of the many 
ways MN Corn Grows MN.

Corn-related taxes and sales are vital contributors to rural Minnesota 
economies.

Corn’s pivotal  
role in supporting 
rural Minnesota



10

Innovation Grant Program  
returns for farmer-led, 
conservation-minded research

Minnesota Corn has invested in 40 different farmer-led research projects through the 
Innovation Grant Program.

t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) launched the third year of its 
Innovation Grant Program by investing 

in 12 farmer-led research projects focused 
on preventing nitrogen loss. Each accepted 
proposal focuses on unique solutions to prevent 
the loss of nitrogen to ground and surface water, 
keeping the nutrient in the soil.

Working with the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council 
(MCR&PC), MCGA announced the 
Innovation Grant Program in 2016 as 
part of its goal to make Minnesota 
corn farmers the most sustainable and 
environmentally responsible in the 
United States. To date, the program 
has invested nearly $400,000 in 40 
farmer-led research projects that are 
bringing novel solutions to prevent 
nitrogen loss on the farm.

“The Innovation Grant Program has 
been a great avenue for the many 
Minnesota corn farmers who have 
an idea to better manage nitrogen 
and reduce loss, but they lack the 
necessary funds to truly put it to the test,” said 
Paul Meints, senior research director for MCGA. 
“I continue to be impressed with the level of 
innovation brought to each project by our corn 
growers, and this year’s group is no different.”

Examples from this year’s participants include 
innovative approaches to cover crop systems, 
new approaches to nitrogen application, the 
evaluation of variable-rate nitrogen programs  
and more. 

One example is Matt Alford from Blue Earth in 
Faribault County. To better prevent erosion and 
increase nitrogen uptake in his soil, Alford is 

incorporating cover crops on his farm. His project  
is focused on finding an efficient method to 
effectively plant cover crops, while limiting the 
extra expense and time. This summer, he will test 
a new system to seed cover crops while applying 
in-season nitrogen. If successful, Alford will reap 
the many benefits of cover crops without extra 
passes in the field.

Corn farmers in Minnesota support about  
$4 million in research every year to address 
issues that corn farmers are facing every day. 
The Innovation Grant Program allows farmers to 
put their own ideas to the test and examine how 
other farmers in Minnesota might be able  
to replicate an idea on their farms. Reviewed  
by MCGA and MCR&PC, proposals were 
accepted through Dec. 15, 2017, for the 2018 
crop season.

For more information on research funded  
by Minnesota’s corn organizations, visit  
mncorn.org/research.
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Tumbleson retires 
from MCR&PC
a fter 25 years of service, Gerald 

Tumbleson of Sherburn retired from the 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion 

Council (MCR&PC) at the end of June. 
 
He has served numerous years as a member of 
not only MCR&PC, but also the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) board of directors, 
and the National Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA) Corn Board.

Tumbleson’s contributions to Minnesota Corn 
started with MCGA in 1993, where he served in 
numerous capacities, including past president. In 
2001, he became a member of the NCGA Corn 
Board and was appointed president of the Corn 

Board in 2005. Tumbleson has been a member  
of the MCR&PC since 2012. 

Gerald has earned the reputation of being a 
strong leader whose passion for agriculture is 
evident in his many accomplishments over the 

years. MCGA thanks him for his dedication to 
identifying and promoting opportunities for the 
state’s corn growers. 

MCR&PC welcomes Duane Epland 

d uane Epland of Twin Lakes in 
Freeborn County officially joined 
the Minnesota Corn Research & 

Promotion Council (MCR&PC) 
July 1. Epland farms 3,800 
acres of corn and soybeans 
with his brother, Bruce, south 
of Albert Lea.

Epland will represent District 8, 
where he will help administer 
the efficient and effective 
investment of Minnesota’s corn check-off. In 
the role, Epland looks forward to taking an 
active role in identifying new uses for corn that 
will help reverse years of depressed prices.

“Corn prices are often affected by factors that 
are out of our control,” Epland said. “I look 
forward to helping turn around prices in ways 
we can control, like helping find new uses for 

corn. If we sit still, we will only continue to go 
backwards.” 

g ary Prescher, who 
lives in Delavan and 
represents District 8,  

               was named the 2018-
2019 chair of the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council. 
Prescher is replacing Myron 
“Mickey” Peterson, who is from 
Sacred Heart. Scott Winslow (Fountain) was 
named vice chair. Brandon Fast (Mountain 
Lake) was named secretary. James O’Connor 
(Blooming Prairie) was named treasurer.

 

Tumbleson was honored for his years of service in late June by 
MCR&PC Chair Mickey Peterson and others on MCR&PC and MCGA.

Duane Epland

Gary Prescher named 
MCR&PC chair

Gary Prescher
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e arlier this summer, two students from 
the Academy for Sciences & Agriculture 
High School (AFSA) received college 

scholarships from the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA). MCGA partnered with the 
school to help grow the next generation of leaders 
in agriculture.

Bayley Coronado and Mitchell Morris each 
received $1,000 scholarships from MCGA. As 
students at AFSA, both will pursue careers in the 
agricultural and science fields. An active member 
of FFA, Coronado will attend college and pursue 
a career as a registered dietitian. Morris, who 

also participates in FFA, 
hopes to have a job where 
he can make a change 
in the environment after 
graduating from college.

The public charter school, 
located in Vadnais Heights, 
is the only school of its 
kind in Minnesota where 

students learn about the 
many science and agriculture 
careers available to them.

“Minnesota’s corn growers 
are proud to partner with 
AFSA High School and 
support the next generation 
of agricultural leaders and 
innovators,” said MCGA 
Executive Director Adam Birr. 
“Congratulations to Bayley and Mitchell, and best 
of luck in your future education. We look forward 
to seeing all you are able to accomplish.”

MCGA launched the scholarship program for 
AFSA students in 2015. Since opening in 2001, 
AFSA has experienced exponential growth in 
students attending the school, which offers 
learning experiences and leadership opportunities 
within a science or agricultural context. Students 
come to AFSA High School from 18 different 
school districts in the Twin Cities area.

MCGA names Academy for Sciences & 
Agriculture scholarship recipients

Minnesota Corn 
welcomes 2018-2019 
intern, Kenzie Barth

k enzie Barth, a sophomore at the University 
of Minnesota, is the 2018-2019 Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association (MCGA) student 

intern. From Upsala in Morrison County, Barth 
will work on behalf of Minnesota’s corn farmers 
and gain exposure to Minnesota agriculture 
through office operations, educational and 
outreach programs, communications and member 
engagement.

Barth is currently pursuing 
a double-major in plant 
science and agricultural 
communication and 
marketing at the University 
of Minnesota. Prior to 
coming to the Twin Cities, 
Barth worked with her 
grandparents on their 
crop farm and was heavily 
involved in FFA, which helped her learn more 
about agriculture and gain communication skills.

Look for Barth representing MCGA at  
Farmfest, Farm Camp, A-Maize-ing Corn Day  
at the Minnesota State Fair, and other  
outreach events. 

 

Mitchell Morris

Bayley Coronado

Kenzie Barth
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f riday, Aug. 24, is “A-Maize-ing” Corn Day  
at the Minnesota State Fair this year. 
Sponsored by the Minnesota Corn Growers 

Association (MCGA), A-Maize-ing Corn Day is a 
celebration of all things corn.

From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., find Maizey and the Twin 
Cities Road Crew at the Christensen Farms 
stage where attendees will learn about the work 
of the state’s nearly 24,000 corn growers in an 

entertaining performance. Near the stage, MCGA 
will also have a tent full of activities, games  
and more.

Be sure to join us during the annual “Great 
Minnesota Get-Together!”

MCGA at the 
State Fair

t win Cities food bloggers headed to Wolf 
Creek Dairy in Dundas on June 19 for 
CommonGround Minnesota’s “Field to Fork” 

blogger bash. The event was another great 
opportunity for the group of farm women who 
volunteer with CommonGround to have insightful 
conversations about food and modern farming 
with the non-farming public.

Held in partnership with KTMY-MyTalk 107.1 
radio, this year’s event brought nearly 70 online 
influencers to the dairy farm. The group received 
a guided tour, got an up-close look at modern

farm equipment, and enjoyed delicious
Minnesota-grown food, craft beer and wine. 

Following dinner, a Q&A session took place 
between CommonGround volunteers and the 
attendees. Stephanie March, host of MyTalk’s 
“Weekly Dish” and Food and Dining editor at 
Mpls./St.Paul Magazine, hosted the conversation 
about how food is grown and raised in Minnesota. 

Prior to the “Field to Fork” farm dinner, 
CommonGround Minnesota held its annual 
workshop. During the two-day event (June 18-19), 
volunteers learned about the latest innovations 
in plant breeding, discussed efforts to engage 
consumers about farm sustainability, and held a 
Q&A with the founder of Twin Cities Moms Blog 
about effectively reaching metro area families. 

CommonGround Minnesota is a group of  
farm women who volunteer their time to share  
information about food and farming. To 
learn more about CommonGround, visit 
CommonGroundMinnesota.com.

CommonGround holds “Field to 
Fork” blogger bash, workshop

MCGA and Twin Cities Road Crew will again entertain families on the  
first Friday of the fair.

CommonGround volunteers spent the evening speaking with 
attendees about modern farming and food.
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a n April blizzard, following by cool weather 
made for a late start to planting in much 
of Minnesota farm country. Then shortly 

after getting started, a fresh batch of rain brought 
everything to a halt in many places.

Lake Wilson farmer Bryan Biegler said he was 
able to get 150 acres planted in the second 
week of May – before more rain hit. In the days 
that followed, Biegler and his fellow southwest 
Minnesota farmers watched the weather closely, 
hoping for a string of hot weather to dry  
things out. 

All these headaches started with the mid-April 
blizzard that dumped a foot of snow or more 
across southern Minnesota. Weeks of cool 
weather lingered, which meant the snow was slow 
to leave.

But in northern Minnesota, that blizzard never 
materialized, with only an inch falling, according 
to Mahnomen farmer Blair Hoseth. So in west-
central and northwestern Minnesota, many corn 
farmers had finished their corn planting in mid-
May, before most farmers in southern Minnesota 
had made a dent.

In the week leading up to May 13, Minnesota 
farmers had finished 40 percent of corn planting, 
according to the latest USDA planting report. 
This compares to the five-year-average of 65 
percent planted by this date. In the 18 states that 
represent most of the nation’s corn production, 
planting was 62 percent complete, compared to 
68 percent last year at that time. It wasn’t until 
early June that farmers nationwide caught up to 
the five-year average. 

Hoseth said they would typically like to be 
seeding wheat the third week of April, corn the 
last week of April, and soybeans the first week 
of May. He was about a week behind their ideal 
timeframe.

Les Anderson, who farms in Cannon Falls, 
reported he started planting May 4. While he 
typically likes to be done planting corn by May 1, 
he wasn’t worried about the late start.

While wet weather delayed Anderson and Biegler, 
Brian Thalmann, who farms in Plato, said their 
farm received only one-tenth of an inch of rain 
from the early May bout. That allowed them and 
many in their community to start planting in early 
May, with little pause. 

“Last year we had cold weather the second half 
of April, so we didn’t start planting until May 5. We 
had the best corn crop ever. A lot more depends 
on the weather in the second half of the growing 
season,” Thalmann said.

While farmers in northern Minnesota experienced few planting delays, 
many in southern Minnesota were impacted by an April blizzard.

For Minnesota farmers, a hurry-
up-and-wait planting season
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MCGA Board Members   July 2018

President 
Kirby Hettver of De Graff
320-226-3677 
First Vice President
Brian Thalmann of Plato
320-238-2481
Secretary
Tim Waibel of Courtland
507-359-1219
Treasurer
Les Anderson of Cannon Falls
507-263-2109 
Past President
Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia
507-236-2181
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186
Ryan Buck of Goodhue
651-764-2164
Charles DeGrote of Clara City
320-847-2175
Tom Haag of Eden Valley
320-453-7760
Blair Hoseth of Mahnomen
701-261-3574
Paul Henning of Okabena
507-370-1688
Noah Hultgren of Raymond
320-599-5118
Jean Knakmuhs of Marshall
507-532-9250
Gerald Mulder of Renville
320-979-6727
Bruce Peterson of Northfield
507-645-6717 
Dan Root of Racine
507-951-6657
John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235
Richard Syverson of Clontarf
330-760-6719

Chair
Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-920-8834 
Vice Chair
Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363
Secretary
Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275 

Treasurer
James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330
Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338 
Duane Epland of Twin Lakes
641-590-0928
George Goblish of Vesta
507-762-3449
Dwight Mork of Bellingham
320-568-2264 
Myron (Mickey) Peterson of Sacred Heart
320-765-2676 
Brennen Toquam of Claremont
507-456-9551 
Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452
Ex-Officio Dave Frederickson
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

MCR&PC Members   July 2018      

15

Minnesota Corn Growers Association members advocate for the interests of corn farmers.

Become a member of MCGA 

j ust because you receive Corn 
Talk, doesn’t mean you’re a 
member of the Minnesota Corn 

      Growers Association (MCGA).

To check if you’re a member, or to 
join MCGA, simply call our office at 
(952) 233-0333. Joining MCGA is 
easy. You can even use the funds 
you invest in Minnesota’s corn check-
off to cover your membership dues.

As a grassroots organization, MCGA 
relies on members in its efforts on 
behalf of the state’s 24,000 corn 
growers. In what is a changing 
landscape for agriculture, speaking 
up on issues that are important to 
Minnesota farmers is more important 
than ever. 

As an MCGA member, you are 
joining nearly 7,000 farmers on the 
frontlines to elevate the state’s corn 
sector. Members are pivotal in our 
work advocating for the interests 
of corn farmers and building 
connections that create opportunity 
for growers. In short, we need your 
help to be at our best.
        
MCGA depends on telling the stories 
of its farmer members to change 
misconceptions about modern 
agriculture. We need the voices of 
farmers to tackle issues that hinder 
productivity on farms. And as MCGA 
invests in research that strengthens 
the sustainability of Minnesota’s 
corn growers, farmer members help 
identify the right opportunities.

Join us today! 
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August 7-9
Farmfest

Redwood Falls 
 

August 13-14
Farm Camp

Waseca
 

August 16
Farm Camp

Dundas 
 

August 19-21
MN Ag  

Leadership Conference
Ruttger’s Bay Lake Lodge 

Deerwood
 

August 24
A-Maize-ing Corn Day  

at the State Fair
St. Paul

 
September 2
MCGA Night with  
the St. Paul Saints
CHS Field, St. Paul

 
September 3

MCGA Office Closed  
for Labor Day

 
September 19-21

Minnesota Nutrition 
Conference

Mankato
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