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t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) is committed to the protection 
of drinking water in Minnesota. The vast 

majority of Minnesota farm families rely on 
groundwater as a source of drinking water. 
Since 2012, MCGA has invested nearly  
$6 million to fund research and educate farmers 

on ways to become more efficient  
in their use of fertilizer to help protect  
drinking water.

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
(MDA) proposed a rule that would prohibit fall 
application of nitrogen fertilizer in vulnerable 

groundwater 
areas and drinking 
water supply 
management 
areas (DWSMAs), 
with additional 
mitigation 
requirements 
in DWSMAs. 
MCGA has been 
advocating 
on behalf of 
Minnesota corn 
farmers during 
the rulemaking 
process. 
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MCGA supports voluntary efforts in 
Groundwater Protection Rule comments

continued on following page

MCGA submitted comments detailing concerns with the rule. 
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In July and 
August, MCGA 
provided  
verbal testimony 
during 
Administrative 

Law Judge hearings, organized 
members and individual farmers 
to testify, and submitted detailed 
comments to the Office of 
Administrative Hearings on MDA’s 
proposed rule. MCGA emphasized 
steps Minnesota corn farmers have 
taken to more efficiently manage 
nitrogen applications, including 
adopting new technology and practices, 
implementing best management 
practices (BMPs), and investing in 
nitrogen management research  
and education.

MDA is proposing to adopt the 
Groundwater Protection Rule, under its 

authority in the Groundwater Protection 
Act. The law requires MDA to prove that 
farmers’ voluntary nitrogen BMPs have 
not been effective in achieving the goals 
of the Groundwater Protection Act.

MCGA argued in written comments 
that voluntary practices are effective, 
and because MDA did not sufficiently 
demonstrate the BMPs have been 
ineffective, the proposed rule should not 
be adopted. However, if it is determined 
that MDA should adopt the proposed 
rule, MCGA made specific suggestions 
to modify the proposed rule to make it 
as workable as possible for Minnesota 
corn farmers.

MCGA’s detailed written comments 
and background information on the 
proposed Groundwater Protection Rule 
are available at mncorn.org.

continued from page 1

MCGA weighs in 
on Groundwater 
Protection Rule
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t he Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) joined the 
National Corn Growers Association 

and other state organizations around 
the country in submitting comments  
to the Environmental Protection  
Agency (EPA) addressing concerns 
with the 2019 Renewable Volume 
Obligations under the Renewable  
Fuel Standard (RFS).

In written comments, MCGA 
President Kirby Hettver said the 
state’s corn growers were pleased 
to see conventional biofuels remain 
at 15 billion gallons in the 2019 RVO. 
However, EPA’s actions to continue 
issuing small refinery waivers leave 
farmers with no confidence those 

The nation’s corn growers came together to advocate for 
a future of higher blends at the pump.

MCGA 
expresses 
concern with 
proposed  
RVO 

continued on following page



volumes will be met.
The RFS statute and 
regulations give EPA 
the tools to ensure that 
retroactive refinery 
exemptions do not 

reduce 2019 volume obligations set through this 
rulemaking. As noted in comments by MCGA, EPA 
failed to propose using these tools, leaving the 
door open to waive the volume requirements after 
EPA finalizes them.

For example, Hettver stated EPA should project  
an exempted small refinery volume and ensure 
that volume does not lower the 15 billion gallons 
proposed in the 2019 RVO. Currently, the RVO 
projects zero gallons of renewable fuels will be 
exempted in 2019, but corn farmers have no 
reason to think that will be the case, based on 
past actions by EPA.

Retroactive exemptions have been issued to 
48 refineries for 2016 and 2017 obligations, 
resulting in a 2.25 billion ethanol-equivalent gallon 
reduction in the nation’s fuel supply. Hettver 
said these lost gallons were never accounted 
for, rendering proposed volumes in 2019 
meaningless. 

In addition to the volume concerns, Hettver also 
stated EPA has failed to address the lack of Reid 
Vapor Pressure (RVP) parity for ethanol bends 
greater than 10 percent, which is a significant 
regulatory barrier to ethanol consumption. While 
not part of the RFS, removing this RVP regulatory 
barrier would ease implementation of the RFS. 
RVP parity would lead to further expansion of 
E15 availability and provide consistent product 
availability to consumers. Hettver urged EPA to set 
a transparent timeline to remove this barrier.
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In addition to issues related to waivers, MCGA also stated 
the need for year-round sales of E15.

f ederal policy issues continue to be at the 
forefront for Minnesota corn farmers and  
the Minnesota Corn Growers Association 

       (MCGA) as we work with our federal partners 
to enact policy that will provide corn growers with 
long-term market opportunity.

Trade
Trade is a significant issue for Minnesota corn 
farmers. At the end of August, the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced 
details of a trade aid package aimed at  
assisting agricultural producers impacted by 
retaliatory tariffs. 

The aid package includes three programs:

1. The Market Facilitation Program will provide 
payments to commodity and livestock farmers. 
The payment for corn farmers is one penny  
for every bushel produced in 2018, with a 
payment limit of $125,000. Eligible applicants 
must have an adjusted gross income of $900,000 
or less and be actively engaged in farming.

2. A Food Purchase and Distribution Program will 
purchase up to $1.2 billion in commodities and be 
distributed through nutrition assistance programs.

continued on following page

Growers wait for resolution to trade 
issues, farm bill
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concern with 
proposed RVO
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3. The Foreign 
Agriculture Service’s 
Agricultural Trade 
Program will receive 
$200 million to help 
develop foreign markets 

for U.S. agricultural products.

Program sign-up 
will begin on  
Sept. 4. Although 
relief is welcome, 
the trade aid 
package won’t 
replace markets or 
make producers 
whole. It will help 
farmers provide 
some assurances 
to local bankers 
during the planting 
season.

Economic analysis 
conducted by the 
University of Illinois found a 44-cent-per-bushel 
loss in the price of corn from the beginning of 
May through July. MCGA and our federal partners 
continue to emphasize the need to strengthen 
existing trading relations and secure 

new trade agreements that deliver economic 
growth for farmers and our nation.

Additionally, at the close of August, President 
Trump announced that an agreement had been 
reached in principle with Mexico on a trade deal. 
Details were still emerging as Corn Talk went to 
print. Check mncorn.org for the latest updates.

The Farm Bill
The House and Senate farm bill conference 
committee is planning to meet shortly after 
Congress returns from the Labor Day holiday. 
There are several details to work through to 

resolve the difference 
between the House 
and Senate bills, 
but conference 
committee leadership 
is committed 
to deliver a 
reauthorization bill  
in a timely manner  
to provide certainty 
for farmers and 
ranchers. Check 
mncorn.org for the 
latest developments.

continued from page 3

Growers strive 
for resolution in 
trade, farm bill

Minnesota’s corn growers depend on market access for economic growth.

U.S. corn farmers were in Washington, D.C., in July to advocate for a strong farm bill, trade and more. 
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MCGA leadership 
discuss federal 
policy priorities at 
Corn Congress

Rep. Conaway, who is chair of the House Committee on Agriculture, met with MCGA directors at 
Corn Congress.

in July, the Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) was in Washington, D.C., with fellow 
state corn organizations, to participate in  

    Corn Congress. Corn grower delegates and 
alternates from across the U.S. come together 
twice a year to discuss and adopt new policy 
positions that make up the National Corn Growers 
Association policy book, which gives direction on 
federal policy positions.

MCGA grower leaders also spent time on Capitol 
Hill meeting with members of Minnesota’s 
congressional delegation, key lawmakers from 
outside of Minnesota and federal agencies with 
duties that impact agriculture. There was no 
shortage of issues to discuss.

Trade uncertainty and anxiety has increased 
as the Trump administration has taken steps to 
confront predatory trade practices of foreign 
countries. Unfortunately, agriculture has been one
of the first sectors to suffer negative economic 
consequences as a result of retaliatory tariffs from 
other countries. MCGA directors met with U.S. 

House Agriculture Committee Chair Rep. Mike 
Conaway (Texas), in addition to members  
of Minnesota’s congressional delegation and 
federal agencies to discuss policies impacting 
corn farming.

Also while meeting with federal policymakers, 
MCGA leaders stressed the importance of 
completing the farm bill reauthorization by 
September 30 to provide more certainty to  
farmers and ranchers.

A third major federal issue discussed with 
legislators was the need to finally grant a waiver 
to allow year-round sales of ethanol blends above 
10 percent. Additionally, MCGA grower leaders 
stressed the importance of increasing annual 
renewable fuel obligations to offset lost demand 

due to EPA granting 
unnecessary waivers to  
oil refineries.

Although there are 
significant challenges 
currently facing corn 
growers, it was an excellent 
time to be in D.C. to 
advocate for federal policy 
priorities and communicate 
the need to address these 
challenges.  

MCGA grower leaders met with Minnesota legislators, including 
Sen. Tina Smith, to discuss federal issues.



another great Farmfest wrapped up in 
August, and the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) tent was again 

a popular stop for the attendees interested in 
learning more about the impact of the state’s  
corn growers.

Visitors to the tent learned about the many ways 
corn farmers and their families contribute to the 
economic well-being of the state through the “MN 
Corn Grows MN” initiative. Part of that story was 
highlighting Minnesota corn farmers’ continued 

investment in upgraded fuel infrastructure to bring 
higher blends of ethanol to market and increase 
overall corn demand. A 2017 MINI Cooper 
Clubman, the first vehicle that sports an engine 
optimized for E25, was featured as an example  
of the future of cleaner fuels.

MCGA’s Farmfest presence was also a great 
opportunity to continue conversations with 
candidates for elected office. In the past 
year, 10 gubernatorial candidates and four 
candidates seeking to represent Minnesota’s 1st 
Congressional District visited family corn farms. 
Nearly all gubernatorial candidates, as well as 
those vying for congressional and senate seats, 
stopped by the tent to discuss issues impacting 
corn farmers and rural America.

On the Wednesday of Farmfest, WCCO News 
Radio had broadcast live from MCGA’s tent. 
Host Dave Lee spoke with members of the 
state’s ag sector about Minnesota agriculture. 
MCGA Executive Director Adam Birr and MCGA 
President Kirby Hettver had an opportunity to 
discuss the continued investment in conservation-
minded research by the state’s corn growers, as 
well as issues impacting corn farmers.
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Political candidates, attendees discuss 
ways ‘MN Corn Grows MN’ at Farmfest

U.S. Senator Tina Smith spoke with researchers in the MCGA 
tent and discussed issues impacting Minnesota farmers.

Jim Hagedorn, who is running to represent Minnesota’s first 
Congressional district, stopped by the Farmfest tent to speak with 
MCGA’s Amanda Bilek and President Kirby Hettver. 

Gubernatorial candidate Jeff Johnson and running mate Donna 
Bergstrom met with MCGA grower leaders at Farmfest.

continued on following page
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A Greater 
Minnesota details 
candidates’ 
support for state’s 
ag sector

A Greater Minnesota is encouraging farmers to visit farmandfoodmn.org for 
information on candidates’ policies.

f   ollowing the August primary, 
candidates are now set for the midterm 
elections taking place on Nov. 6.  

       
To help provide insight into where each 
candidate stands on issues impacting 
the state’s food and ag sector, A Greater 
Minnesota (AGM) is asking gubernatorial 
candidates and those running for the 
Minnesota House of Representatives where 
they stand on issues that will keep the 
state competitive in the global food and 
agriculture economy. 

AGM is a coalition of food, farming and 
agriculture-related organizations, including 
the Minnesota Corn Growers Association. 
To help Minnesota gain a competitive edge 
in the global food economy, AGM is asking 
each candidate to support issues that impact  
the food and farm sector. 

In the 2018 vision and plan, candidates state if 
they support investing in farm and food science 
innovation, using Clean Water Funds as a funding 
source for on-farm adoption of innovative farm 
practices and a Buffer Tax Credit, moving to 
outcome-based regulations, conforming to the 
federal tax law, and taking steps to support  
rural vitality.

For more information and to learn where your 
candidate stands on ag and food issues, visit 
farmandfoodmn.org. 

And of course, 
sweet corn 
ice cream, 
created by 
the University 
of Minnesota, 

was again a fan favorite during the hot 
summer days. Visitors to the MCGA tent 
also learned their Farmfest future by 
trying a fortune cookie made with food-
grade DDGS. The cookies are part of  
a South Dakota State University research 
project investigating food-grade 
DDGS funded by Minnesota  
corn farmers.

Gubernatorial candidate Tim Walz also stopped by the tent to discuss issues impacting 
farmers with MCGA grower leaders.

continued from page 6

“MN Corn Grows 
MN” discussed 
at Farmfest
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m innesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) Board Chairman Harold 
Wolle was elected to the National 

Corn Growers Association (NCGA) Corn Board 
at Corn Congress in July. Wolle was one of 
five growers elected to the Corn Board by the 
delegate body in attendance. 

Wolle, who farms 
1,700 acres in 
Madelia with 
his son, Matt, 
brings more than 
four decades 
of leadership 
experience in 
agriculture to 
the NCGA Corn 
Board. He has 
served on the 

board of his local Soil and Water Conversation 
District, co-op board and ethanol co-op board— 
all in addition to his contributions as a member of 
MCGA’s board of directors.

Wolle said he most looks forward to working 
on the policy issues that impact the nation’s 
corn growers. Currently, he serves on NCGA’s 
Risk Management Action Team and U.S. 
Grains Council’s Ethanol Action Team. Both 
appointments have allowed him to be involved  
in shaping policy in areas that are important to 
corn farmers. 

A hearty congratulations to Harold Wolle on his 
successful election. Wolle joins MCGA director 
Tom Haag in representing U.S. corn farmers on 
the national board. 
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Wolle will serve a three-year term on the 
NCGA Corn Board, beginning Oct. 1.

MCGA board member Harold Wolle 
elected to NCGA Corn Board

2018 Minnesota 
Corn Research 
Directory available

the 2018 Research Directory is available 
now for farmers interested in an overview 
of ongoing research projects jointly 

funded by the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association and the Minnesota Corn Research 
& Promotion Council through the Minnesota 
corn check-off. 

The 2018 directory features the latest 
research focused on agronomy and plant 
genetics, corn utilization, fuels and emissions, 

livestock, soil fertility, water quality, and 
projects funded through the Minnesota Corn 
Innovation Grant Program.

Farmers are encouraged to  
download the Research Directory at  
mncorn.org/publications to learn more  
about the research 
funded by the 
corn check-off 
that promotes 
the success of 
Minnesota  
corn farmers, 
their families and 
Minnesota’s  
rural economy. 

The 2018 Research Directory details 
the ongoing research funded by the 
Minnesota corn check-off.
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Brandon Fast, a member of the Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council, provided a 
tour of his corn farm.

t   he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) had the opportunity to serve as  
the guide for the Indonesian embassy on  

a tour of southern Minnesota farm country.  
The two-day journey brought the group to family  
corn farms, agricultural businesses, and a  
co-op to demonstrate the quality and breadth of 
Minnesota’s ag sector.

Members of the Indonesian delegation 
included Republic of Indonesia Consul 
General Rosmalawati Chalid and Agriculture 
Attache Rindayuni Triavini, along with other 
representatives from the Southeast Asia country. 
The goal of the tour was to showcase the quality 
of Minnesota corn farms and businesses and 
to further highlight Minnesota agriculture as an 
important export partner.

On day one, the group toured the farms of 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council 
members George Goblish and Brandon Fast, as 
well as MCGA board member Bryan Biegler. 

Indonesian farms are much smaller than the three 
farms visited by the group. By walking through 
each, the group was able to see the technology 
and practices that allow Minnesota corn growers 
to produce on a large scale while not sacrificing 
product quality. 

Day two brought the group to the Marshall area 
where they visited Ralco, which 
specializes in producing natural 
technologies for agriculture 
industries. Ralco recently 
expanded into the Indonesian 
market with its agronomy products, 
so the groups discussed the 
regulation process used by 
Indonesia before products are 
allowed into the country. The 
Indonesian delegation was also 
very interested to learn more 
about Ralco’s trū Shrimp, which is 
researching an alternative method 
for shrimp production in Balaton.

The final stop of the tour brought 
the group to Farmers Cooperative 
Elevator in nearby Hanley Falls. 
Representatives from the Minnesota 
Grain & Feed Association joined the 

meeting for a comprehensive look at the storage 
and movement of Minnesota-grown grain. The 
discussion and tour gave an eye-opening look 
at the process of moving grain from Minnesota 
farms to ports for shipment overseas.

For members of the Indonesian embassy, the 
two-day tour was a unique look at Minnesota’s 
family corn farms and other aspects of the 
state’s ag and food sector. MCGA welcomed 
the opportunity to build relationships with the 
influential group as it continues to grow export 
markets for Minnesota corn farmers.

Indonesian embassy takes two day 
journey through MN farm country
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m innesota corn farmers once again 
have the opportunity to put their 
innovative conservation ideas into 

action through the Minnesota Corn Innovation 
Grant Program. The RFP (request for proposal) 
for the program officially opened Aug. 6, with 
proposals being accepted until Dec. 31. Farmers 
can find more details and submit their proposal 
online at mncorn.org/research. 

In its fourth year, the Innovation Grant Program 
is accepting proposals focused on innovative 
solutions to preventing both nitrogen and 
phosphorous loss to ground and surface water. 
Each accepted proposal will feature novel 
practices related to improved nitrogen and/or 
phosphorous management on a field  
scale program.

Last year, 12 projects were approved for funding, 
each with a focus on preventing nitrogen loss. The 
2019 Innovation Grant Program has expanded to 
solutions that improve phosphorous management, 
which has been a focus for farmers in the Red 
River Valley, specifically.

“Minnesota corn growers are taking a proactive 
approach to improving nutrient management, and 
the Innovation Grant Program continues to be a 
great avenue for farmers to put their idea to the 
test,” said Paul Meints, senior research director at 
the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA). 
“As this program has grown, so has the quality of 
work in each farmer-led project. We look forward 
to another impressive group in 2019.”

To date, the program has invested nearly 
$400,000 in 40 farmer-led research projects (33 
unique projects and 7 replicated projects) that 
bring novel solutions to prevent nitrogen loss on 
the farm. In 2019, farmers are eligible for up to 
$7,000 per year in funding, depending on the cost 
to carry out each farmer-led, conservation-minded 
project. Replicated trials may also be funded 
at up to $30,000 per year, but must include a 
statistical design and analysis protocol in the 
proposal. Criteria and expectations for each of 
the proposal levels are available within the RFP. 
Projects must be applied for and conducted by  
an active Minnesota corn farmer subject to the 

Minnesota corn  
check-off.

Throughout the year, 
MCGA has been 
highlighting Innovation 
Grant projects at 
mncorn.org/blog. 
Growers interested in 
replicating any of  
these projects on  
their own farm can  
find details at  
mncorn.org/research. 

2019 Innovation 
Grant Program 
RFP now open  
for Minnesota 
corn farmers

Matt Alford, who is leading a project on ideal timing for cover crop planting, was one of 12 Innovation 
Grant participants in 2018.
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a recent field day, organized by the Soil 
Health Partnership, took a deep dive 
into practices that promote soil health to 

help farmers better weather drought and soil 
movement from wind or rain.

“There are ways to make your operation 
resilient through soil health practices,” Renville 
County Soil and Water Conservation District‘s 
Holly Hatlewick told a group of several dozen 
farmers and ag professionals to set the  
day’s tone. 

The setting was the farm of Brian Ryberg, who 
plants cover crops and uses conservation 
tillage. He’s a strong believer in the impact 
of these soil practices to help corn and 
soybean plantings thrive. Hatlewick, along 
with Brian Pfarr from the Redwood Soil and 
Water Conservation District, demonstrated the 
benefits of soil health techniques in a variety  
of ways.

The attendees also saw Ryberg’s 36-row 
combination side-dress and cover crop planter, 
and walked through and examined side-by-
side plots of single cover crops and cover crop 
blends. Ryberg’s setup and similar practices  

can reduce the number of passes operators  
need to make through the field, delivering major 
fuel savings.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) supports the Soil Health Partnership, 
which is an initiative of the National Corn Growers 
Association, to run on-farm soil health trials 
across the state. Ryberg is one of four Minnesota 
farmers participating in the on-farm trials. Two 
additional sites, also funded by MCGA, will be 
initiated this fall.

Field day focus: Reduce impact  
of weather extremes through soil  
health practices

The Soil Health Partnership field day brought many Minnesota farmers to the 
Ryberg farm in July.

t anner Sanborn is the new district field 
manager for southeastern Minnesota, 
otherwise known as Field District 5.

Sanborn grew up on a farm outside of Mazeppa 
and has lived and worked in Southeast Minnesota 
for most of his life. Most recently, Sanborn worked 
at Jennie-O Turkey Store in its Live Production 

Unit. He graduated from 
University of Wisconsin-
River Falls with a degree in 
agricultural business.  

Be sure to introduce yourself 
to Tanner as you see him at 
upcoming county association 
events!

MCGA welcomes 
new district  
field manager

Tanner Sanborn
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Students tackle 
ag issues in 
4H Science 
of Agriculture 
Challenge

t he fourth-annual 4H Science of Agriculture 
Challenge, held at the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities in June, is a 

competition featuring teams of middle school and 
high school students tasked with finding solutions 
for important issues facing agriculture today.

This year’s winners, three young women from 
Beltrami County, developed a curriculum for 
teaching students in grades three through five 
about the science and value of GMO food crops.

“We can bridge the knowledge gap and help 
the next generation attain an understanding of 
science-based agricultural practices,” said Haley 
Mouser, a ninth grader on the Beltrami team who 
hopes to pursue a career in ag communications.

Mouser said the idea for their project came from 
their own experience speaking with both adults 
and kids about GMO foods and realizing the  
lack of general background consumers have on 
the topic. 

For the first-place finish, each member of the team 
won a $1,000 dollar scholarship for use at any 
post-secondary or technical education institution.

A big part of the program is for each team to 
reach out to business, academia and other fields 
to find a professional to serve as their mentor as 
they seek out a problem and then develop  

a solution.

The three dove into 
their project with mentor 
Rachel Gray, who is the 
regional educator for the 
Minnesota Agriculture in 
the Classroom program. 
Gray said she marveled 
at the group’s creativity 
to develop activities and 
animations that appeal 
to 9- to 11-year-olds. The 
three 4H-ers ultimately 
presented their curriculum 
to 11 classes, reaching a 
total of 225 students.

“I never realized how 
thorough, impressive and 
just overall exciting those 

girls would be. They took an idea, saying, ‘hey, 
we need to educate our peers on GMO crops,’ 
and they took it above and beyond what I ever 
expected,” Gray said.

Other top finishers in the challenge included a 
team based in Mower County who looked to raise 
consumer awareness of the qualities of lamb. 
The group created its own lamb jerky recipe, as 
well as beef jerky, and held blind taste panels 
at grocery stores to prove to shoppers that they 
might like lamb as much as they like beef. A team 
in Le Sueur County tested different media for use 
in filters to lower nitrates that come from farm 
runoff and the release of community wastewater.

The Beltrami County team impressed judges in its presentation detailing its efforts to educate youth 
on GMOs.

continued on following page
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The overall purpose of 
the competition is to 
expose students to the 
depth and breadth
of careers in agriculture, 

according to Dorothy McCargo Freeman, 
Minnesota’s 4H director.

“We want to help young people, in rural areas 
and urban areas alike, understand that there 
are high- paying jobs in the agriculture field,” 
Freeman said.

 

t he Kandiyohi County Corn and Soybean 
Growers Association decided late last year 
it would increase its efforts around engaging 

local youth to raise awareness of local agriculture. 
The pledge became reality when nearly 300 area 
kids attended “Farmtastic Night” with the Willmar 
Stingers in July.

Sponsored by the Kandiyohi County Corn and 
Soybean Growers Association, Farmtastic Night 
featured a fair of farm activities and information 
outside of Bill Taunton Stadium for attending 
families prior to the Stinger’s game.

Sarah Leshuk, who sits on the county 
organization’s board, spearheaded efforts to not 
only organize the interactive exhibits outside the 
ballpark, but also promote the event with area 
youth. Leshuk said she handed out 300 tickets 
to the local YMCA, and Boys and Girls Club. 
Accompanying the free tickets was a passport 
that served as each family’s guide through the 
many farm-focused exhibits prior to the game.

Hundreds of kids walked with passport in hand 
as they learned about modern agriculture and 
the equipment used, identified the crops grown 
in Minnesota that make up their favorite foods, 
interacted with livestock and other animals found 
on farms throughout the state, used a magnifying 
glass to learn more about the ecosystem under 
the soil and more.

Leshuk said they worked hard to not take any 
shortcuts with each exhibit, relying on real-world 
examples from the farm and beyond. A variety of 
crops were found at each station, animals from 
local farms were available to see and touch, and 
a functional race car that uses ethanol blends  
was available for kids to sit in.Kids had a chance to meet livestock at one of many exhibits sharing 

information about Minnesota agriculture.

‘Farmtastic Night’ brings the farm  
to the ballpark

continued on following page

continued from page 12

4H Science of  
Ag Challenge



10

Thanks to our Allied Partners
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MinnesotaCorn
 RESEARCH & PROMOTION COUNCIL

t he Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) is now offering memberships to 
young people ages 16 to 24 years old 

interested in joining one of the largest and most 
active grassroots farm organizations in the state. 

The Young Adult membership is an excellent 
opportunity for youth to network with other Start your future with MCGA for only $20 per year.

MCGA now  
offers young adult 
membership

 

Leshuk also 
used resources 
from Minnesota 
Agriculture in the 
Classroom as 

educational pieces for students to interact 
with, and also called on fellow commodity 
organizations like the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association, Minnesota Pork Board, 
Minnesota Milk Producers Association and 
the Minnesota Turkey Growers Association. 
Volunteers from FFA and 4-H occupied each 
station, serving as instructors for young 
passport-holders.

While the event was a first for the Kandiyohi 
county organization, Leshuk said she hopes 
to make it an annual event and even take the 
idea beyond the Willmar area.

“I would love to grow this as an annual event 
where the community can come together and 

promote agriculture,” Leshuk added. “Kandiyohi 
is a huge county with a lot of agriculture, but I 
hope in the future, we can grow participation 
and have this event hit beyond our general 
population.”

continued from page 13

“Farmtastic 
Night”at ballpark

Prior to the game, attendees learned about the many products that use corn.

continued on following page



just because you receive Corn 
Talk, doesn’t mean you’re a 
member of the Minnesota Corn 

      Growers Association (MCGA).

To check if you’re a member, or to 
join MCGA, simply call our office at 
(952) 233-0333. Joining MCGA is 
easy. You can even use the funds 
you invest in Minnesota’s corn check-
off to cover your membership dues.

As a grassroots organization, MCGA 
relies on members in its efforts on 
behalf of the state’s 24,000 corn 
growers. In what is a changing 
landscape for agriculture, speaking 
up on issues that are important to 
Minnesota farmers is more important 
than ever. 

As an MCGA member, you are 
joining nearly 7,000 farmers on the 
frontlines to elevate the state’s corn 
sector. Members are pivotal in our 
work advocating for the interests 
of corn farmers and building 
connections that create opportunity

for growers. In short, we need your 
help to be at our best.

MCGA depends on telling the stories 
of its farmer members to change 
misconceptions about modern 
agriculture. We need the voices of 

farmers to tackle issues that hinder 
productivity on farms. And as MCGA 
invests in research that strengthens 
the sustainability of Minnesota’s 
corn growers, farmer members help 
identify the right opportunities.

Join us today! 
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MCGA Board Members   Sept. 2018

President 
Kirby Hettver of De Graff
320-226-3677 
First Vice President
Brian Thalmann of Plato
320-238-2481
Secretary
Tim Waibel of Courtland
507-359-1219
Treasurer
Les Anderson of Cannon Falls
507-263-2109 
Past President
Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia
507-236-2181
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186
Ryan Buck of Goodhue
651-764-2164
Charles DeGrote of Clara City
320-847-2175
Tom Haag of Eden Valley
320-453-7760
Blair Hoseth of Mahnomen
701-261-3574
Paul Henning of Okabena
507-370-1688
Noah Hultgren of Raymond
320-599-5118
Jean Knakmuhs of Marshall
507-532-9250
Gerald Mulder of Renville
320-979-6727
Bruce Peterson of Northfield
507-645-6717 
Dan Root of Racine
507-951-6657
John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235
Richard Syverson of Clontarf
330-760-6719

Chair
Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-920-8834 
Vice Chair
Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363
Secretary
Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275 

Treasurer
James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330
Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338 
Duane Epland of Twin Lakes
641-590-0928
George Goblish of Vesta
507-762-3449
Dwight Mork of Bellingham
320-568-2264 
Myron (Mickey) Peterson of Sacred Heart
320-765-2676 
Brennen Toquam of Claremont
507-456-9551 
Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452
Ex-Officio Dave Frederickson
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

MCR&PC Members   Sept. 2018      
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To become a member, visit mncorn.org/join and 
help advocate for Minnesota corn farmers.

Become a member of MCGA 

agriculture, 
business, 
and policy 
leaders, 
as well 
as take 

full advantage of the other great 
membership benefits available to all 
MCGA members.

“As a grassroots organization, we 
are only as strong as our members. 

With that, we are very excited 
to provide future ag leaders an 
opportunity to become involved 
early and help build a bright future 
for Minnesota corn growers,” MCGA 
President Kirby Hettver said.

Young adult membership dues 
are $20 for one year. Interested 
individuals can quickly and  
easily join online at 
JoinCornGrowers.com.

 

continued from page 14

Young Adult 
Membership in 
MCGA



Calendar of Events
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October 3-4
Renewable Fuels Association 
Annual Membership Meeting

Kansas City

November 15
Ag & Food Summit  

(formerly Agri-Growth  
Council Annual Meeting)

Minneapolis

November 15
ACE Board Meeting

Sioux Falls

November 15-17
Minnesota Association of 

Townships Annual Meeting
Duluth

November 15-17
MN Farm Bureau Annual 
Meeting & Convention

Bloomington

November 16-18
MN Farmers Union  

Annual Meeting
Minneapolis

November 22-23
MCGA Office Closed  

for Thanksgiving

December 5-6
MCGA  

Pre-Resolutions Meeting
Willmar

December 7-8
MN State  

Cattlemen’s Convention
Alexandria

December 9-11
Minnesota Association of 

Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts Annual Convention

Bloomington 

December 18-19
Conservation  

Tillage Conference
Fargo

December 25-26
MCGA Office Closed  

for Christmas

January 1-2
MCGA Office Closed  

for New Year’s
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