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August 24,2017

LarryGunderson

Pesticide and Fertilizer Management Division

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

625 Robert Street North
St. Paul, MN 55155

Mr. Gunderson,

As City Administrator for the City of Fairmont, MN I am concerned with the Draft Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule as proposed by

the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA). Not by what is contained in or covered by the rule, but what is absent.

As I understand, only groundwater influence would be considered when determining restrictions to nitrogen fertilizer

application. MDA's Minnesota Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Plan (NFMP) acknowledges that surface water and

groundwater management strategies should be "managed as holistically as possible" - but there is no indication in The

Draft Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule that this management strategy has been embraced. Further, the NFMP acknowledges

"nitrate losses through subsurface agricultural tile drainage system", but does not recognize that the nitrate losses occur

primarily through the routing of groundwater by the tile drainage systems to surface water bodies (for example, ditches,

creeks, and lakes).

In May of 2016, The City of Fairmont exceeded the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for Nitrate in drinking water,

making us the first and only "Surface Water" system in the State to do so. This required us to issue a health advisory

notice to our customers. Fairmont supplies drinking water to over 10,000 residents and industry, and has an existing

surface water treatment plant that went online in 2013 and which does not include removal for nitrate. Dutch Creek,

which is the main contributing water source to the Fairmont Chain of Lakes, exceeded 30 parts/million (ppm) or more

than 3 times the MCL. Dutch Creek is exclusively agricultural land and the nitrogen fertilizer application is likely to have a

significant influence on water quality. The spring of 2017 has brought us quite close to exceedance one more time and

we are concerned that each spring will be a continuation of that cycle until nitrogen fertilizer application is regulated.

Addressing treatment for nitrate in the drinking water plant will be millions of dollars and would be cost prohibitive for
the residents of Fairmont. We believe it would be more cost effective to handle the nitrate issue upstream rather than

downstream.

As I understand, the draft Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule would have little or no impact upon agricultural activity in the

Fairmont Chain of Lakes Watershed and would not address the significant environmental situation that is occurring here

even though the community was highlighted in Governor Dayton's initial "25 By 25" press release. Please do not

address only part of the issue. Please add the necessary wording to include surface source water impact to the

vulnerability assessments and mitigation level designations.

Sincerely,

CITY OF FAIRMONT

Mike Humpaf, CEcD
City Administrator

CITY OF LAKES


