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August 22, 2017 

This letter is written to offer a perspective on addressing the high nitrate issue within the State of Minnesota.  

I own a resort in Todd County, The Olive Branch Retreat on Fuller Lake.  In 2010, our well water nitrate level 

was at 3.6 PPM.  By 2015, the levels shot up to 12 PPM and stayed there.  Of course, being a public water 

supply, I am required by state law to address this issue as I am in violation.  However, the violation was not of 

my making.  

Is there a doubt in anyone’s mind that the increased use of nitrates on corn fields is the cause?  However, to 

have any requirements placed on a farming business seems to be very difficult.  Letters and phone calls were 

made to the Dept. of Ag, DNR and Dept. of Health looking for a resolution and/or action to be taken.  

Without any foreseeable solutions, a new well was contracted to be drilled at an expense of $12,000.  This 

was an expense that will set back the business considerably and creates no added benefit to either me or my 

customers.  Part of this cost ($5081.75) was covered by the State Grant and yet, my business still put out a 

very substantial amount of money to resolve a problem that was created by another business.   

Although a new well was drilled to resolve the drinking water issue.  This DOES NOT address the pollution to 

my property, the lake that my guests fish in and the surrounding area which includes The Grey Eagle Wildlife 

Management Area.  In my queries about the possibility of the nitrates eventually abating, I was informed that 

it could take up to two decades.  If this is the case, shouldn’t the poisoning of our groundwater become issue 

of utmost and urgent importance?  

If you wish to speak to me to clarify any points of my letter, I can be contacted at (320)393-4404 or by letter 

to 6810 5th Ave NE, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379.  Thank you for being willing to address this most difficult issue.   

 

 

Marla Waseka  
Chief Executive Officer 
Olive Branch Retreat Inc. 


