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INNOVATION GRANT FINAL REPORT 


PROJECT TITLE: Improve Nitrogen Use Efficiency with Split Applications of Nitrogen on Fields with Manure History
REPORTING PERIOD: Final Report and Invoice due by December 31, 2016
FARMER INNOVATOR: Douglas Starks 
COLLABORATING ORGANIZATION/PERSON: 
PHONE NUMBER: 507-456-3619
EMAIL: dfstarks@gmail.com

1.) PROJECT ACTIVITIES COMPLETED DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD. (Describe project progress specific to goals, objectives, and deliverables identified in your project proposal.)
The Wilson farm was combined on 10/14/2017 and had an average yield of 219.32.
The Fisher North farm was combined on 11/4/2017 and had an average yield of 228.51.



2.) IDENTIFY ANY SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS AND RESULTS OF THE PROJECT. (This could include photo documentation of the project at various stages if you haven’t already provided these as well as final relevant images of the project at completion. Any data analysis (especially Level 3 Grants), graphics or record of observations throughout the growing season or during the field day event are also anticipated.)
Wilson Farm-
Once we started digging deeper into this trial it got interesting. Wilson was the field that had Manure in the fall followed by three different methods throughout the field. West side of the field was Pre 32% N Only. Then its broke down into three different recommendations within there. The AdaptN plus NirateNow rec averaged 199.35, NitrateNow rec averaged 194.44, and the Adapt N rec averaged 195.89. Figuring out the cost of each application the best option was the Adapt N for the Pre N Only.  The middle section was Pre 32% plus Sidedress application. With the three different kinds of recommendations. The East side of the field was Sidedress application only. NitrateNow rec averaged 225.6, Adapt N rec 225.3, and the Adapt N plus NitrateNow rec 226.13. After figuring out the costs of each application the best revenue is the NitrateNow. On the Sidedress only application the Adapt N averaged 227.22, NitrateNow plus Adapt N averaged 221.73, and the NitrateNow rec averaged 2121.58. The best bang for our buck on this trial was the Adapt N. 

Overall on the Wilson farm the Adapt N won two of the trial and NitrateNow won one trial for best gross revenue. All three of the trial winners had the best pounds of N per bushel as well. 

Fisher North-
The Fisher North field got Fall NH3 of 150# and then we came back with three different trials as well, split into three different recommendations. 
West side was the Pre 32%N only. The NitrateNow rec yielded 232.83, Adapt N plus NitrateNow 232.21, and the Adapt N was 232.65. The best gross revenue on this trial was Adapt N with 689$ and an average of .92 lbs of N per bushel. The middle portion of the field was Sidedress only application. NitrateNow averaged 231.51, Adapt N averaged 231.2, and the Adapt N plus NitrateNow averaged 230.57. The best gross revenue for the middle was AdaptN with 671.61$ and an average of .98 lbs of N per bushel. The East side was Pre 32%N plus Sidedress. Adapt N averaged 234.53, Adapt N plus NitrateNow 234.26, and NitrateNow averaged 230.67. The best gross revenue for this trial was AdaptN+NitrateNow at 649.32$ averaging 1.19 lbs of N per bushel. 

Overall on Fisher North AdaptN won two trials and AdaptN+NitrateNow won one trial. 



3.) CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED. (Describe any challenges that you encountered related to project progress specific to goals, objectives, and deliverables identified in the project proposal.)



4.) EDUCATION AND OUTREACH ACTIVITES. (Describe any opportunities to engage with farmers, influencers or the media about your project.)


5.) HOW CAN WE HELP? (Please let us know how we can improve the experience for the next generation of projects.)
It would be nice if the deadline to submit proposals was the end of January or February.  This year for instant with it being a later fall, by the time we go out of the field and started looking at 2017 harvest data, and prepay basically took up the month of December. 
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