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C ounty corn grower associations throughout 
Minnesota are offering scholarships to local 

students interested in a career in agriculture.

Scholarships offered by county organizations 
are available only to students who are from that 
county, making it a terrific opportunity that is 
well worth the time to apply.  

Visit mncorn.org/scholarships, select your home 
county and fill out the online application today! 
A number of applications are due as soon as 
April 1.

8

About the cover  
As momentum for E15 at the 
pump continues to build with 
Minnesotans, the state’s corn 
farmers are advocating for a 
greener future with biofuels.

County scholarships 
available to ag leaders



M innesota’s legislative session convened on Feb. 11 with plenty of 
opportunities for the state’s corn farmers. 

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) looks forward to 
working with the legislature and members of the administration to 
advance policy priorities that are important to corn farmers and rural 
communities. Here is a look at the top priorities that MCGA will be 
advocating for this session:

Better Fuel Initiative
Announced at MN Ag EXPO, the Better Fuel Initiative aims to further 
increase awareness, understanding and usage of biofuels in Minnesota 
(Learn more on page 6). Part of the initiative is the promotion of state 
policies. During the legislative session, MCGA supports an increase in 
Minnesota’s biofuel standard from 10 to 15 percent.  

Recognizing the environmental, health and economic benefits of biofuels, 
Minnesota became the first state in the nation in 1997 to require ethanol-
blended fuels. Last year, the federal government issued a federal waiver 
authorizing a higher blend of biofuel to be sold year-round in vehicles 
manufactured in 2001 and newer. This is an important opportunity for 
Minnesota to further advance its biofuel leadership by becoming the 
first state to conform its biofuel standard to the new federal waiver by 
increasing from 10 to 15 percent.

Buffer Property Tax Relief
MCGA will continue its advocacy efforts for buffer property tax relief. 
Since the passage of the buffer law in 2015, a financial penalty for

compliance remains by continuing to impose property taxes at the 
highest rates on farm land that is removed from crop production when 
converted to buffers. MCGA supports enactment of a buffer property  
tax exemption.

Full Conformity to Section 179
The 2019 Minnesota tax bill enacted retroactive state income tax 
increases on many farmers and businesses by conforming to the tax 
increases from the Federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Action, but did so without 
adopting most of the federal offsets, including conforming to Section 179 
immediate expensing.

As a result, many farmers are getting hit with unexpected tax bills due to 
the now-taxable income gain from the trade-in on equipment without the 
ability to expense the purchase due to the lack of Section 179 conformity. 
MCGA supports full conformity with Section 179 business expensing.

In addition to these priorities, MCGA will continue its commitment to 
sustainability and environmental stewardship by supporting policies 
that lead to on-the-ground implementation of programs and incentives 
protecting water quality.

Working alongside others in Minnesota agriculture, MCGA will also 
address a lack of access to individual health care plans, promote a 
significant capital investment in rural road and bridge infrastructure, 
and stress the importance of additional general obligation-user financed 
bonds for the Rural Finance Authority at the Minnesota Department  
of Agriculture.
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2020 brings farmers  
long-awaited trade deals 
T he nation’s corn farmers received positive trade news in January. 

President Trump signed the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) after the bill passed congress, and a phase one deal 
with China was reached. The developments were a desperately needed 
bright spot for farmers after six years of low prices impacted by trade 
uncertainty.

Before the Jan. 29 signing, USMCA was easily approved by the U.S. 
Senate and House of Representatives in a bipartisan victory for corn 
farmers that protects two vital export markets. Mexico and Canada 
continue to make up the largest, most reliable market for American corn. 
In 2018, 21.4 million metric tons of corn and corn co-products valued at 
$4.56 billion were exported to Mexico and Canada. 

The remaining step for USMCA implementation is ratification by Canada 
(Mexico has already ratified the agreement). The legislative step is 
expected to take place in early 2020. 

Ratification has been a priority for the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) since the deal was signed last year.

“MCGA directors made numerous trips to Washington, and the state’s corn 
growers banded together to let their legislators know the importance of 
ratification,” MCGA President Les Anderson said. “We appreciate the work 
of Minnesota’s congressional delegation to bring this deal to the finish 
line. As we continue to have more trade certainty, we hope this will lead 
to a better outlook for the ag community moving forward.”

The phase one agreement signed with China was the second significant 
trade development to reduce market uncertainty in January. It is a step 
in the right direction to restoring trade relationships between the two 
countries, and the agricultural purchase commitments detailed in the 
agreement would provide a much-needed lift for Minnesota’s corn 
farmers.

China’s purchase commitments, including grains, distiller’s dried grains 
with solubles (DDGS) and ethanol, now total at least $80 billion over 
the next two years. China’s 2020 purchase commitment is $36.5 billion, 
which is $12.5 billion above the 2017 baseline. In 2021, the commitment 
rises to $43.5 million, which is $19.5 billion more than 2017.

China also agreed to structural reforms, including those related 
to agricultural 
biotechnology, 
and sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures, 
which have the 
potential to increase 
market access for U.S. 
ag products.

MCGA will work with 
its national partners, 
including the U.S. 
Grains Council, to 
ensure purchase  
targets are hit in the 
years ahead.

MCGA President Les Anderson (left) joined National 
Corn Growers Association President Kevin Ross (right) 
in a meeting with Minnesota Rep. Collin Peterson to 
discuss USMCA.

Better Fuel Initiative, taxes top legislative priorities  
for corn growers
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Minnesota ethanol sales again break records in 2019

County corn organizations organized fuel promotion events to promote E15 and 
E85 with local residents.

T he Minnesota Department of Commerce year-end report on  
ethanol-blended fuels again showed building momentum for E15  

at the pump.

More than 78 million gallons of ethanol were sold in Minnesota in 2019, 
shattering the previous record high of 59.4 million gallons set in 2018. 
The 2019 total is over a 300-percent increase from 2017 when a little 
more than 19 million gallons of E15 were sold at the pump.

Retailers offering E15 also rose in 2019, surpassing 360 stations 
statewide. In 2017, less than 260 stations offered E15. 

Dating back to 2015, the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA), 
along with a coalition of biofuel supporters, invested millions in ethanol 
infrastructure development, helping fuel the rise in stations offering the 
cleaner-burning fuel today. 

MCGA has also increased efforts to raise awareness of the many benefits 
of E15, launching a marketing campaign reaching metro area consumers 
via billboards, digital ads, radio ads and more. MCGA also revamped 
MNFuels.com, which now features a station locator and information for 
consumers on ethanol-blended fuels. 

And last year, county corn organizations across the state hosted more 
than 30 fuel promotion events where they connected with consumers to 
discuss the benefits of E15 and E85. In all, nearly 7,000 gallons of E15 
and more than 13,000 gallons of E85 were pumped at the events. The 
American Lung Association was also on-hand at each to promote the 
clean air advantages of ethanol-blended fuels.

T he Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released its final 2020 
Renewable Volume Obligations rule in December, setting renewable 

fuel volume requirements for the upcoming year. 

The final rule uses a three-year average of the Department of Energy 
(DOE) recommended waivers as an estimate for 2020 waivers, rather than 
an average of actual gallons waived by the EPA, as advocated for by corn 
farmers and biofuel producers. The EPA has consistently waived nearly 
double the gallons the DOE recommended.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
thanks the hundreds of farmers who responded to a 
call-to-action asking they submit comments to the 
EPA expressing these concerns with the draft rule. 
MCGA grower leaders also outlined the importance 
of using actual gallons waived in numerous radio 
interviews and op-eds published in newspapers 
across the state.

MCGA President Les Anderson released the following 
statement in response to the rule:

“In the more than 350 comments submitted by 
Minnesota’s corn farmers to the EPA, our message 

was simple: Account for the actual gallons waived to ensure volume totals 
set by the Renewable Fuel Standard are met,” Anderson said. “While 
the accounting for waivers in the rule is a step in the right direction, the 
rule does not provide the assurances that the EPA’s abuse of RFS refinery 
waivers and subsequent ethanol demand destruction will stop. While 
we are disappointed, we will continue using the power of grassroots 
advocacy to demand the EPA upholds its commitment to the RFS.”

In addition to ensuring volume goals are met, MCGA will also work to 
make certain the administration follows through on its commitment to 
expand market access for ethanol by helping to streamline labeling for 
E15 and making funds available to expand infrastructure.

Final RVO rule falls short 
of protecting RFS

MCGA board member Brian Thalmann (second from right) joined biofuel supporters in testifying at 
multiple EPA hearings in Ypsilanti, Mich.
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Download the free ebook at info.mncorn.org/uses.

MCGA Podcast features researchers shaping  
future of ag 
E ach month, the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) Podcast 

highlights research supported through corn farmers’ investment in 
the check-off. Each episode features researchers discussing projects that 
identify new uses for corn and improve on-farm practices. 

The MCGA Podcast is produced in partnership with Brownfield Ag News 
and hosted by Mark Dorenkamp. Each episode features a 10-minute 
interview with researchers offering unique insights into their projects, 
each with great potential for corn farmers.

To date, episodes include Will Northrop, a professor at the University of 
Minnesota’s Department of Mechanical Engineering, discussing his work 
using E85 in electric vehicles, Center for Sustainable Polymers Researcher 
Ian Tonks on his work turning corn into everyday products, and Candice 
Hirsch from the University of Minnesota detailing her work using drones 
and sensors to identify the variants of corn that thrive in northern 
climates.  

The MCGA Podcast is currently available on iTunes and Spotify, and you 
can subscribe at info.mncorn.org/podcast. By subscribing, each podcast 
will be automatically delivered to your inbox as it is released. 

Subscribe to the podcast at info.mncorn.org/podcast. 

New ebook spotlights 
research bringing corn  
to new markets
T he Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) supports nearly  

$2.5 million in research annually, with a large part of that 
investment going toward projects that increase demand for corn.  
MCGA highlights this exciting research in its latest ebook: The  
Expanding Role of Corn.

Free to download, the ebook dives into four projects, speaking with the 
researchers who are leading them. Each project has the potential to bring 
corn to previously unthinkable markets, while also producing products 
with tremendous environmental benefits.

Projects highlighted include:

         n Corn-based plastics

         n Using E85 in electric vehicles

         n Future of corn-based packaging materials

         n Expanding the uses of DDGS

Download the free ebook today at info.mncorn.org/uses.



Better Fuel 
Initiative arrives

feature story
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M innesota’s status as a national biofuel leader dates back to 1997 
when it became the first state in the nation to require ethanol in its fuel 
supply. Now in 2020, Minnesota once again has the opportunity to be 
on the forefront as it considers increasing the state’s biofuel standard to 
meet environmental goals.

To help foster the growth of biofuels in our state, the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) launched the Better Fuel Initiative to raise 
awareness, understanding and usage of biofuels in Minnesota. The goal 
of the initiative is to promote the many benefits that ethanol-blended 
fuels bring to all Minnesotans, as well as support policy that builds a 
brighter future for biofuels.

The case to be made about the benefits of ethanol-blended fuels is clear: 
Ethanol made from corn helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions by  
39-43 percent compared to gasoline, according to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. And increased usage of ethanol-blended fuels would benefit 
Minnesota’s rural communities, strengthening a 
vital market for corn farmers while supporting 
the state’s ethanol industry.

Momentum is also at an all-time high for 
ethanol-blended fuels in the state. Locations 
selling E15 in Minnesota have grown from just 
14 in 2015 to more than 350 today. Minnesota 
drivers pumped more than 70 million gallons 
of E15 in 2019, which is more than triple the 
volume just two years prior. 

Advocating for pro-biofuel policy
With more drivers choosing cleaner-burning E15 at the pump, the Better 
Fuel Initiative supports legislation increasing the existing biofuel standard 
of 10-percent to 15-percent biofuel.

In March 2019, MCGA worked with its national partners to successfully 
advocate for a waiver removing an outdated EPA regulation that 
prohibited the sale of E15 to non-flex fuel vehicles during the summer 
months. The development opened the door for year-round access to a 
fuel long-embraced by Minnesotans in search of a cleaner-burning option 
at a lower price. 

Learn more about the Better 
Fuel Initiative at betterfuel.org.

Consisting of 19 ethanol plants, Minnesota’s ethanol industry has the 
capacity to meet growing demand from increased biofuel use.



Minnesota Representative Jeanne Poppe and Senator Torrey Westrom 
introduced bills in the House and Senate, respectively, that would raise 
the state’s biofuel standard to 15 percent, conforming to the federal 
waiver. The bill has gained bipartisan support early on in Minnesota’s 
legislative session. 

At the time of publication, the bill had passed out of the House Agriculture 
and Food Finance and Policy Division committee and the Senate 
Agriculture, Rural Development and Housing Policy committee. MCGA, 
along with Minnesota Farm Bureau, Minnesota Farmers Union, Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture and ethanol industry representatives, have 
testified in favor of the bill. Pro-oil groups have also testified against 
the bill. Next stop for both E15 bills will be commerce committees in the 
House and Senate. 

Becoming the first state in the nation to set a higher biofuel standard 
would further cement Minnesota’s status as a national biofuels leader. 
Not only was Minnesota the first state to require ethanol-blended fuels in 
1997 to improve air quality, it continues to recognize the importance of 
biofuels as exemplified by the establishment of the Governor’s Council on 
Biofuels in September 2019 by Gov. Tim Walz.

A multi-faceted effort
In addition to supporting policy, the Better Fuel Initiative launched a 
marketing campaign aimed at raising awareness of the many benefits of 
ethanol-blended fuels. Targeted advertisements found online, on the

radio and on billboards across the state share information about the 
cleaner-burning, higher-octane fuel, while addressing the misinformation 
surrounding ethanol-blended fuels. 

Better Fuel Initiative Facebook and Twitter accounts also aim to 
encourage conversation about the benefits of ethanol-blended fuels on 
social media. Each will share the latest news on efforts around E15, as 
well as promote facts about the importance of biofuels to all Minnesotans. 
Follow both accounts today (@BetterFuel4MN) and join the conversation 
by using #BetterFuel4MN. 

The Better Fuel Initiative will also further promote efforts to increase 
accessibility. MCGA and biofuel supporters have made major investments 
in ethanol infrastructure since 2015, helping fuel the aforementioned 
growth in retailers offering higher blends of ethanol, providing consumers 
with a better choice at the pump.

Increasing the use of biofuels provides significant benefits for  
all Minnesotans.

“While transportation continues to be a leading source of harmful 
emissions, I am fortunate to be part of a state that recognizes biofuels as 
a solution bringing us closer to reaching our environmental goals,” MCGA 
President Les Anderson said. “The Better Fuel Initiative will unite biofuel 
advocates to take the necessary steps that bring a better transportation 
fuel to the forefront, benefitting all Minnesotans.”
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University of Minnesota Extension held 14 Nitrogen Smart Seminars across Minnesota in 2020.

N itrogen Smart returned for its fifth year of bringing the nitrogen 
fundamentals to farmers across the state, and the 2020 schedule 

featured more stops than ever in January and February.

Like last year, each location featured two courses: One covering the 
fundamentals of nitrogen management followed by an advanced course 
on the 4Rs of nutrient management.

The fundamental course followed a similar curriculum 
to past years, focusing on sources of nitrogen, how it 
behaves in the soil, how to reduce loss and practices that 
refine nutrient management. 

“We have always stressed that farmers do not attend 
Nitrogen Smart to have someone tell them what to do,” 
said Extension Educator Brad Carlson, who leads the 
program. “We do not preach that one size fits all, rather 
we talk about how one size does not fit all and provide 
you the information so you can better understand your 
own circumstances.”

The advanced course this year dove into the 4Rs of 
nutrient management—right source at the right rate at 
the right time and in the right place. The course was 
an opportunity for farmers to get the information that 
will help fine tune their management: When is fall 
application a bad idea and the nuances of nitrification 
inhibitors are a couple examples of topics.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association is a proud 
supporter of the Nitrogen Smart program. Farmers who 
missed an in-person course can also take Nitrogen Smart 
online at z.umn.edu/NitrogenSmart.

Nitrogen Smart returns 
for 5th year of nitrogen 
know-how

T he Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) launched the fifth year 
of the Innovation Grant Program, investing in five farmer-led research 

projects and four led by University of Minnesota researchers. This year’s 
projects focus on improved soil health, nutrient management and water 
quality protection.

To date, the program has invested nearly $700,000 in 37 original  
projects identifying practical innovations that can be replicated by 
Minnesota farmers. 

Working with the Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council, MCGA 
announced the Innovation Grant Program in 2016 as part of its goal to 
make Minnesota corn farmers the most sustainable and environmentally 
responsible in the United States. With farmers continuing to face 
challenging times on the farm, the program has allowed growers to put 
their ideas to the test with financial support.

“Despite the tough economics on the farm today, Minnesota’s farmers 
continue to have a drive to become better stewards of the land. The 
Innovation Grant Program provides an avenue for farmers to showcase those 
novel ideas that have the potential to shape how we farm moving forward,” 
MCGA Senior Research Director Paul Meints said.

Examples from this year’s participants include using a three-crop rotation 
and cover crops to eliminate soil erosion, measuring the benefits of a wider 
row crop, impacts of precision manure application and more. 

The 2020 Innovation Grant Program also funded four projects led by 
University of Minnesota researchers. In addition to farmer-led research, the 
program reserves funds for projects led by researchers to produce data that 
can be used in future research focused on nutrient management, soil health 
and water quality. 

This year’s University-led projects include a focus on the impact of rain 
events on water quality, manure application, phosphorous loss and soil 
carbon loss. 

Innovation Grant Program funds 9 projects  
in fifth year 

Brock Olson is one of five farmers participating in the 2020 Innovation  
Grant Program.
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MCGA welcomes four new board members
M innesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) members elected 

Wesley Beck, Angela Guentzel, Jocelyn Schlichting Hicks and  
Todd Wentzel to its board of directors during the MCGA annual meeting 
held at MN Ag EXPO. 

Elected as an at-large member, Beck has farmed in St. James since 1980. 
There he grows corn and soybeans, as well as raises hogs. In addition 
to MCGA, Beck is also on the board of governors for Greenseam, which 
promotes investment in ag business. 

Also elected as an at-large member of the board, Guentzel farms north 
of Mankato in Kasota with her family on a sixth-generation corn and 
soybean farm. After graduating from College of Saint Benedict, Guentzel 
had a career off the farm before returning to farm with her family full 
time in 2014. She is also active in Farm Bureau.

Schlichting Hicks will represent District 5 on the MCGA board. She farms 
with her family on a fourth-generation operation in Rice, located in 
Benton County. Her family farms corn, kidney beans and potatoes, as well 
as raises hogs. 

Wentzel will represent District 4 on the MCGA board. On his 50-plus-
year-old operation located in Murdock, he farms corn, soybeans and 
wheat. Wentzel has also served in a leadership position on the board of 
the Swift County Corn and Soybean Growers, in addition to other local  
ag organizations. 

M innesota Corn Growers Association board member Brian Thalmann 
was named to the Governor’s Biofuels Council by Gov. Tim Walz. 

In the role, Thalmann represents Minnesota’s corn farmers in the shared 
mission to expand the use of biofuels in our state. 

Members of the council first met on Jan. 26, with the goal to deliver a 
report outlining efforts to increase the use of biofuels in Minnesota to  

Gov. Walz by November 2020.

Thalmann, a corn and soybean farmer from Plato, looks 
forward to advising on the role renewable fuels can 
play in meeting greenhouse gas reduction goals in 
Minnesota.

“I would like to thank Gov. Walz for not only appointing 
me to the Biofuels Council, but also for his continued 
leadership in promoting biofuels in our state,” Thalmann 
said. “The wealth of experience we have on this Council 
gives us a tremendous opportunity to reduce harmful 
emissions using a solution that greatly benefits our 
rural communities. I am excited to get to work and 
build on Minnesota’s reputation as a national leader in 
renewable fuels.”

Gov. Walz signed the executive order establishing the 
Biofuels Council last year on Thalmann’s farm alongside 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture Commissioner 
Thom Petersen and Heartland Corn Products CEO 
Gary Anderson. In addition to Thalmann, the Council 
includes representatives from agriculture, biofuels and 
transportation industries, as well as environmental and 
conservation groups.

MCGA’s Thalmann 
named to Governor’s 
Biofuels Council

Gov. Walz signed the executive order establishing the Biofuels Council at the Thalmann farm. 

Wesley Beck Angela Guentzel

Jocelyn Schlichting Hicks Todd Wentzel



 
 

  

T he Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) recently welcomed 
two additions to the office in Shakopee: Multimedia Specialist 

Suusen Ng and Public Policy Specialist Alex Trunnel.

Ng and Trunnel bring great experience in their respective fields to the 
world of Minnesota Corn. 

Born and raised in Malaysia, Ng comes to MCGA with a degree in art 
and graphic design from Wartburg College in Iowa. After graduating, she 
handled all design needs at St. Paul’s Lyngblomsten Care Center.

Originally from Owatonna, Trunnel joins the world of corn after spending 
two years in the Minnesota Senate, learning the ins and outs of 
legislative work under Sen. Torrey Westrom. Previously, he worked for 
the Farm Service Agency in Owatonna.

MCGA adds to its policy and communications staff

Awards honor 
champions of ag
T he Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) annual meeting was 

an opportunity to honor three individuals who have served as tireless 
advocates for corn farmers.

Minnesota Department of Agriculture Commissioner Thom Petersen 
received the Friend of Agriculture award for his longtime advocacy on 
behalf of the state’s corn farmers. Dating back to his time with Minnesota 
Farmers Union, Petersen’s tireless efforts have greatly elevated our state’s 
ag sector. Now as commissioner, Petersen has been a trusted ally to 
MCGA in its mission to grow the use of biofuels in the state.

Connie and Gerald Mulder received MCGA’s Golden Kernel award for 
their work to advance the mission of MCGA. Gerald, a longtime MCGA 
board member, and his wife, Connie, brought a new level of dedication to 
growing membership. Both worked tirelessly to engage younger members 
and raise awareness of why each corn farmer in the state should be a 
member of Minnesota Corn.

MCGA President Les Anderson (right) presented Commissioner Petersen  
with his award. 
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Suusen Ng Alex Trunnel

G rain bin safety is a top-of-mind focus for corn farmers year-round, 
whether during the long hours of harvest or in winter when one 

may need to loosen frozen corn. Regardless, it’s a farm duty that comes 
with major risks. 

Bridged grain prevents grain flow, hiding pockets of air in the grain. 
Farmers who climb into the bins trying to break up bridged grain can 
quickly fall through the unstable surface. Grain being emptied from the 
bin acts like quicksand, with the ability to engulf and suffocate a person 
in mere seconds. Grain harvested during a wet autumn is especially 
susceptible to bridging and caking.

With that, the Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry recommends, 
if at all possible, farmers avoid entering a storage bin, first trying to 

loosen the grain from outside the bin. Farmers can also retrofit their bin 
with equipment capable of breaking up bridges and clumps. 

If a farmer must enter the bin, the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) strongly advises never standing on top of the 
stored grain or entering from the bottom of the unit when there is grain 
caked to the sides or bridged overhead. It is also vital to first stop the 
flow of grain and shut down loading/unloading equipment that is in 
operation before entering. Wearing a safety harness can also be a life-
saving precautionary measure in case of a fall. Turning on ventilation 
equipment is important as harmful gases often build up in grain bins. 

Finally, OSHA recommends having a trained observer present while 
unloading a grain bin. This person can act quickly if a hazard occurs.

Keep grain bin safety top-of-mind
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A team of buyers and nutritionists from Peru’s livestock industries 
visited Minnesota recently to learn about the distiller’s dried grains 

(DDGS) production process and usage in poultry and cattle diets.

Organized in partnership with the Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) and U.S. Grains Council (USGC), the all-inclusive tour brought the 
group to a corn farm, ethanol plant, livestock farm and feed mill.

Already a top-five importer of American corn, Peru is a rising market for 
DDGS. The tour was a great opportunity for mid-sized Peruvian producers 
to see DDGS production up close and have questions answered by both 
researchers and producers who use DDGS with their livestock.

The group started at Highwater Ethanol in Lamberton with a 
tour to learn about the production of DDGS as an ethanol co-
product, before moving to Landuyt Land & Livestock where 
Mike Landuyt answered questions about cattle nutrition and 
husbandry practices in his 700-head finishing facility. The 
group ended their day at the University of Minnesota’s  
St. Paul campus for a short course on DDGS nutrition covering 
both cattle and poultry disciplines.

On day two, the Peru delegation traveled to the farm of 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council Member Chad 
Willis and his wife, Krista, where extended family and staff 
from Central Counties Cooperative offered knowledge about 
sustainable farming practices, grain handling, and storage 
for export markets like Peru. The group received a state-of-
the-art feed mill tour at Farm Services Elevator in Willmar 
before traveling to Life-Science Innovations, which supports 
biotechnology, engineering, genetics and agricultural 
interests for the poultry industry.

As part of its effort to build export markets, MCGA often 
works with USGC to bring trade delegations from across the 
globe to Minnesota’s ag sector. 

Peru trade group explores 
DDGS in Minnesota

Peru trade officials get an up-close look at the DDGS production process at Highwater Ethanol. 

Minnesota’s corn farmers took center stage during MCGA night at a January Gopher women’s  
basketball game. 

T he Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) again partnered 
with University of Minnesota Gopher athletics to share corn farmers’ 

commitment to conservation and the overall impact of corn farming on 
our state. During the 2019-2020 athletic season, the partnership reaches 
fans of all sports.

New this year, Minnesota corn farmers are now front-
and-center during the Gopher women’s basketball 
season. MCGA is featured on videoboards, gameday 
programs, live radio broadcasts of each game, on the 
Gopher Sports website and more. The state’s corn 
growers were also the official sponsor of January’s border 
battle between the Gophers and Wisconsin Badgers, 
where MCGA-branded stadium bags were distributed to 
the first 500 fans and corn-themed, Zubaz-style pants 
were thrown to the crowd during the game.

Current student-athletes aspiring to become agricultural 
leaders are also once again in the spotlight throughout 
the year. Each Gopher athlete is interviewed about his 
or her agricultural background and ambitions for a video 
shared during games, as well as on Gopher Facebook 
and Twitter channels. You can view each video at 
gophersports.com/mncorn.

Following up October’s Celebrate Ag & Food Day during a 
Gopher football game, a second Ag & Food Day took place 
Feb. 16 when the Gopher men’s basketball team took on 

the Iowa Hawkeyes. MCGA was featured as a participating sponsor along 
with other commodity organizations and agribusinesses in the state. The 
annual event is a great opportunity to raise awareness of the importance 
of our state’s ag sector with Gopher fans who may not have a connection 
to the farm.

Impact of corn farming highlighted year-round  
in Gopher athletics
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H undreds came to Mankato in January for MN Ag EXPO, an annual 
opportunity for Minnesota farmers to learn the latest from our state’s 

ag sector.

For the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA), it was the setting for 
the unveiling of the Better Fuel Initiative, a multi-faceted effort promoting 
state policy, research, awareness and infrastructure for biofuels. The 
initiative in the year ahead will highlight the advantages of cleaner-
burning, higher-octane ethanol blends to meet environmental goals.

On the first day of EXPO, Gov. Tim Walz addressed the crowd, outlining 
his policy priorities for the state’s ag sector and rural communities. 
Following his time on stage, Gov. Walz walked the show floor, including  
a stop at the MCGA booth to discuss the Better Fuel Initiative.

Later in the afternoon, the 2nd Annual Minnesota Corn County Reception 
took place. In addition to a live and silent auction, the event also provided 
a stage to honor the tremendous work of the state’s 52 county corn 
organizations.

During the evening reception, MCGA sponsored a biofuels panel featuring 
Renewable Fuels Association President Geoff Cooper, AgriTalk’s Davis 
Michaelson and Minnesota Department of Agriculture Commissioner  
Thom Petersen. The panel highlighted efforts in creating a bright future 
for ethanol-blended fuels on the local and national level.

On the second day of MN Ag EXPO, the MCGA resolutions session  
took place prior to the annual meeting, and was once again a great 
example of grassroots in action as farmers discussed policy priorities 
moving forward.

MN Ag EXPO 2020 
produces optimism  
for farmers

The county reception brought together county board members for a live and silent auction.

Gov. Tim Walz spoke with MCGA board members about the Better Fuel Initiative 
during his visit.



photo to come

The Better Fuel Initiative was the focus at the MCGA booth.
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The resolutions session kicked off day two 
for EXPO attendees.

The biofuels panel was a day-one highlight for attendees.
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county highlights

Have an event that you would like 
featured in County Highlights? Contact 

your local district field manager at 
mncorn.org/staff.

Farmers came out to the Soil Health Cafe Chat at Uptown Cafe in Warren 
earlier this month.

C ounty corn organizations fuel the grassroots advocacy efforts of the 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA), while helping promote 

the importance of corn farming in Minnesota. Throughout the year, county 
organizations host events that raise awareness of agriculture in their 
local communities, engage area youth with educational and scholarship 
opportunities, meet local legislators to discuss issues important to corn 
farming, and much more.

To shine a light on these initiatives throughout the year, MCGA is 
highlighting counties’ many successes in each issue of Corn Talk.

Marshall County Corn & Soybean Growers
Marshall County hosted a Soil Health Cafe Talk in Warren the first week 
of March featuring soil health scientists, farmers and state officials. The 
informal gathering brought farmers together to learn about the latest soil 
health innovations while discussing what is working on their  
own operations. 

Benton/Sherburne County Corn Growers
and East Central Irrigators
Both county organizations were represented at the Central MN Farm 
Show in St. Cloud at the end of February. For each organization, the  
show was an opportunity to promote membership while supporting the 
farming community in the area. The event was a great success with a 
strong turnout. 

Olmsted/Wabasha County Corn &  
Soybean Growers
In February, members of the county corn organization voted to change 
its name from Olmsted/SW Wabasha to Olmstead/Wabasha to represent 
growing membership from all parts of Wabasha County. The new name 
represents the expanding grassroots engagement in the area, which is 
great news for both local and statewide efforts.

Meeker County Corn Growers
Eden Valley farmers Merle and Monica Miller experienced tragedy when 
they lost their home and all their belongings to a fire over the winter. 
Meeker County stepped up to the plate to support their fellow farmer 
member, raising $2,500 to help the Miller family begin its recovery.  

Rock County Corn and Soybean Growers
The months after the holidays are a busy time for annual meetings, 
including in Rock County where county growers filled Take 16 Brewery 
to the rafters in mid-January. The meeting was a great opportunity 
for members to receive updates on efforts to promote farming in the 
community and hear about important topics in the year ahead.

County organization scholarship opportunities
County corn grower associations throughout Minnesota are offering 
scholarships to local students interested in a career in agriculture. To 
apply, visit mncorn.org/scholarships, select your home county and fill out 
the online application. With a number of deadlines coming in early April, 
be sure to check out what is available today.  

Take 16 Brewery had a full house for the Rock County Annual Meeting.



MCGA Board Members  
President 
Les Anderson of Cannon Falls
507-298-0150
First Vice President
Tim Waibel of Courtland
507-359-1219 
Treasurer
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186
Secretary
Richard Syverson of Clontarf
320-760-6719
Past President
Brian Thalmann of Plato
320-238-2481
Dana Allen-Tully of Eyota
507-951-5597
Wesley Beck of St. James
507-630-1471 
Angela Guentzel of Kasota
507-317-4372
Tom Haag of Eden Valley*
320-453-7760
Paul Henning of Okabena
507-370-1688
Blair Hoseth of Mahnomen
701-261-3574
Jim Kanten of Milan 
320-297-0375
Jean Knakmuhs of Marshall
507-829-8421
Jocelyn Schlichting Hicks of Rice
320-333-4291
John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235
David (D.J.) VanKlompenburg  
of Montevideo
320-212-2748
Todd Wentzel of Murdock 
320-760-1347 
Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia*
507-236-2181

Chair
Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363
Vice Chair
James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330
Treasurer 
Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275
Secretary
Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338
Duane Epland of Twin Lakes
641-590-0928
George Goblish of Vesta
507-762-3449
Dwight Mork of Bellingham
320-568-2264 
Myron (Mickey) Peterson of Sacred Heart
320-765-2676 
Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-525-7671 
Brennen Toquam of Claremont
507-456-9551 
Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452
Ex-Officio Thom Petersen
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

*NCGA Corn Board member

MCR&PC Members       
A s you have read in this publication, the 

Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
will be at the Capitol advocating for policy with 
great implications for the state’s corn growers. 
A strong membership is what elevates our voice 
in St. Paul and beyond, which is why becoming 
a member is so important to the strength of our 
grassroots organization. 

MCGA needs its members to stress the importance 
of a strong ethanol market for corn farmers, or the 
need for a buffer tax exemption and full conformity 
on Section 179. Legislators need to hear from 
their constituents, and that is where a strong 
membership statewide is vital. Thankfully, it’s  
easy to join.

Prospective members can visit mncorn.org/join to 
learn more about member benefits and how to join, 

including the benefits of the Partial Refund Program. 
Using the program, Minnesota corn farmers can 
invest in an MCGA membership by using their 
check-off investment.

If you have sold and checked off (in Minnesota) a 
minimum of 7,500 bushels of corn within the last 
12 months, you qualify for a one-year membership 
to MCGA. Farmers who have sold and checked-off 
a minimum of 20,000 bushels of their corn at the 
1-cent rate within the last 12 months qualify for a 
three-year MCGA membership.
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thanks to our allied partners

Join MCGA today
at mncorn.org/join.

Strengthen our voice at the Capitol  
by becoming a member

Mental health 
resources available
F or farmers experiencing farm-related stress, 

the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) 
launched MinnesotaFarmStress.com to provide 
farmers with resources to help navigate financial, 
emotional, legal, family and other challenges on  
the farm.

Resources include the Farm & Rural Helpline  
(833-600-2670), which is answered 24/7 by staff 
who are trained to help farmers struggling with 
stress or depression.

MDA and Red River Farm Network also came 
together to produce a new radio series called 
TransFARMation, which focuses on farm stress.  
The series uses farm radio, podcasts and social 
media to feature stories from farmers navigating 
today’s challenging times on the farm, while 
highlighting the resources available for help.

Each interview can be heard in primetime on 
RRFN’s 20 stations throughout Minnesota, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota. A longer-form version 
of each story can be heard on podcasts released 
with the on-air broadcast, which can be found 
at rrfn.com/transfarmation. The Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association is a proud supporter of the 
TransFARMation program.
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Don’t toss it out – 
pass it along!
 
When you’re finished reading  
Corn Talk, why not pass it along 
to a friend, colleague or neighbor. 
This publication is one of the 
best ways to stay up to date with 
the news that is important to the 
state’s corn growers, whether it 
is related to policy, research or 
outreach to all Minnesotans. 

Know someone who should be on 
the Corn Talk mailing list or notice 
an error with your subscription? 
Please contact us at  
952-233-0333.
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MCGA Day on the Hill,
St. Paul

MCGA/MCR&PC  
Joint Board Meeting,
Shakopee

MCGA Legislative  
Reception,
St. Paul

MCR&PC election  
ballots postmark date

MCGA offices closed  
for Good Friday

Women’s Ag  
Leadership Conference,
Chaska

MCR&PC election  
results available 
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