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Stay connected  
to the issues  
that matter The voice of Minnesota’s corn farmers is more 

important than ever as we work to build a more 
sustainable future on the farm. From working to protect 
and preserve stepped-up basis at the federal level to E15 
proposals at the state Legislature, plenty is happening 
each week that could affect corn growers in Minnesota.

That’s why it is vital to stay connected to the issues 
that are impacting the state’s 24,000 corn farmers. Stay 
informed on the latest in ag policy, research, upcoming 
events, and more with Leader Update, the official weekly 
e-newsletter of the Minnesota Corn Growers Association. 
Subscribe today at mncorn.org/LeaderUpdate.

To easily participate in calls to action around policy in 
Minnesota and Washington, D.C., text “MCGA” to 50457  
and receive future alerts* and instructions to make your 
voice heard.

 *Standard message rates apply.

youtube.com/
MNCornVids

About the cover
The sun sets over the red barn at the 
University of Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum’s ‘Farm at the Arb’ during a 
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in September. 
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M innesota corn farmers and the state’s rural communities stand 
to gain economically from environmental legislation recently 

reintroduced in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Sponsored by Illinois Congresswoman Cheri Bustos, the Next Generation 
Fuels Act leverages the clean, higher-octane value of ethanol, which 
is nearly 50% lower in carbon intensity than gasoline, to meet the 
legislation’s new standards for both fuel and vehicles.

“This legislation is very important to corn farmers in Minnesota,” said 
Bryan Biegler, president of the Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA). “The Next Generation Fuels Act helps give our rural communities 
an economic boost. Increased ethanol demand will bolster farm incomes, 
helping family-owned farms here in Minnesota.”

Corn ethanol already makes up 10% to 15% of each gallon of fuel, which 
benefits farmers and rural communities, lowers fuel prices and reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Next Generation Fuels Act removes the 
regulatory hurdles for incorporating up to 30% blends of corn ethanol to 
help meet the legislation’s standards, which could increase corn demand 
by 1.8 billion bushels a year, according to estimates.

“Not only is ethanol a critical market for corn farmers and their crop,” 
Biegler said. “The Next Generation Fuels Act also offers a tangible, 
cleaner-burning fuel that consumers can use today, something that’s 
good for all Minnesotans.”

The Next Generation Fuels Act has 17 bipartisan cosponsors in the  
House. MCGA and the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) thank 
the representatives who have signed onto the bill and urge others to 
follow suit.

“We ask farmers and their neighbors to join us in letting their members of 
Congress know this is a priority for them and the state,” Biegler said.

More information on the benefits of low-carbon, high-octane fuels  
and NCGA’s support for a low-carbon octane standard can be found at 
ncga.com/octane.

To contact your member of congress today and ask them to support the 
Next Generation Fuels Act, visit ncga.com/takeaction.  

Next Generation Fuels Act would support  
MN farmers, rural communities

MCGA urges state 
lawmakers to support 
E15 standard

The Next Generation Fuels Act leverages the clean, higher-octane value of 
ethanol to meet new standards for fuel and vehicles.
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H eading into the 2022 state legislative session, the Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) is urging lawmakers to adopt an E15 

standard for regular unleaded gasoline.

MCGA is grateful to Rep. Luke Frederick (DFL-Mankato) and Sen. Torrey 
Westrom (R-Elbow Lake) for carrying bills in 2021 that would have 
increased the minimum required gasoline blend to 15% ethanol. Those 
bills passed out of House and Senate committees, but were not heard on 
the floor of either chamber.

E15, approved for use in passenger vehicles model year 2001 or newer, 
is offered at more than 410 fueling stations in Minnesota. Commonly 
known as Unleaded 88 at the pump, E15 reduces harmful greenhouse 
gas emissions by nearly half compared to regular unleaded. It also has a 
higher octane rating and costs less than regular unleaded gasoline.

Although a recent court case injected uncertainty into the ability to sell 
E15 year-round, MCGA will not be deterred from advancing state level 
E15 policy while we work toward a federal solution to ensure year- 
round sales. 

“E15 is a right-here, right-now solution to climate issues that’s better 
for air quality, your engine and your wallet,” said Tim Waibel , chairman 
of MCGA’s board of directors . “We appreciate the bipartisan support for 
higher biofuel blends and look forward to working hard on a statewide 
E15 standard in 2022.”

The 2022 state legislative session begins Jan. 31. Be sure to follow the 
MCGA blog (mncorn.org/blog) and social channels for updates. 



T hrough Minnesota corn farmers’ investment in the state’s corn 
check-off, 2021 has been another successful year of boosting 

consumer awareness about the benefits of ethanol-blended fuels.

This summer and fall, hundreds of Minnesota drivers received fuel 
discounts and had their questions about ethanol-blended fuels answered 
by farmers and ethanol advocates at 12 fuel-promotion events around the 
state. The events were hosted by local county corn grower associations, 
in partnership with the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) and 
the American Lung Association (ALA) in Minnesota.

Like in past years, ethanol advocates reported that the events increased 
drivers’ excitement about filling up with Unleaded 88, which contains up 
to 15% ethanol, and other ethanol-blended fuels.

“Not only are we getting drivers who attend promotion events 
to fill up at the pump with Unleaded 88,” said Mackenzie 
Boubin, MCGA’s biofuels and industry relations director. “We’re 
also creating advocates for ethanol-blended fuels who will 
then tout their benefits in their own communities.”

Meanwhile, millions of Minnesotans learned about the economic and 
environmental benefits of ethanol-blended fuels through the Better 
Fuel Initiative. Featuring KFAN “Power Trip” morning show co-host 
and producer Chris Hawkey, the outreach campaign spread a positive 
message about higher-blend biofuels, with particular focus on  
Unleaded 88.

In September, MCGA and ALA launched an online video series that gives 
Minnesota drivers a primer on the benefits of Unleaded 88 and higher-
blend biofuels. The Twin Cities Road Crew, a long-time MCGA partner, 
produced the videos which highlight the benefits of ethanol-blended 
fuels including reduced vehicle emissions, a lower cost at the pump and 
higher octane rating.

Altogether, the comprehensive approach to ethanol promotion is moving 
the needle when it comes to sales of ethanol-blended fuels in Minnesota. 
This summer, the state’s monthly sales of Unleaded 88 reached record 
per-station levels. The fuel, which is approved for year-round use in 
passenger vehicles model year 2001 or newer, is offered at more than 
410 Minnesota fueling stations. Meanwhile, E85 sales have rebounded in 
2021 after a decline during the 2020 pandemic year.

“The check-off-driven effort to reach consumers with a positive message 
about ethanol is yielding results,” Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion 
Council Chairman Brandon Fast said.

In 2022, look for more fuel-promotion events, as well as outreach 
featuring Chris Hawkey on your favorite media channels.

To learn more about the benefits of Unleaded 88 and higher-blend 
biofuels, and to find a station near you, visit betterfuel.org.

Ethanol-promotion efforts have positive impact

Drivers across the state enjoyed discounts on ethanol-blended fuels at 
promotion events this fall. Funded by Minnesota’s corn check-off, the events 
were part of a broad approach to promoting ethanol.

Quarterly marketing 
webinar set for January
A Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA)-sponsored 

quarterly webinar aimed at helping farmers make informed grain-
planting and sales decisions will be held in January.

Longtime commodity advisor and broker Al Kluis hosts the webinars 
following the release of major USDA crop reports. He and his team 
provide insight into how the reports impact price projections and 
marketing decisions. The group also reviews and updates the ending 
stocks for corn and soybeans, and shares the likely impact on basis in 
Minnesota.

The webinars are free to all MCGA members. To learn more or register 
visit mncorn.org.

Register at mncorn.org for the upcoming Minnesota Corn quarterly  
marketing webinar.
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M innesota Corn has been selected to participate in a state-
sponsored trade mission to the United Kingdom and Finland, a 

trip that will give corn farmers a chance to connect with valuable export 
markets. The trip, scheduled for November, is being led by Minnesota 
Gov. Tim Walz, First Lady Gwen Walz, Department of Employment and 
Economic Development Commissioner Steve Grove and Department of 
Agriculture Commissioner Thom Petersen.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) will be among 
approximately 30 businesses and organizations represented on the trip. 
Businesses from the medical technology, environmental technology and 
education sectors will also participate.

MCGA President Bryan Biegler said Minnesota Corn is appreciative  
of the invitation and excited to build additional connections with  
European buyers.

“Developing and maintaining reliable export markets is critical to the 
success of Minnesota’s corn farmers,” he said. “We look forward to the 
opportunity to connect with buyers of our crop and are hopeful these 
connections will spur future interest in Minnesota-grown corn.”

In a news release, Walz said the trade mission will build on existing 
relationships while also encouraging European businesses to expand 
operations in Minnesota. The trip could help expand agricultural trade 
between Minnesota and the U.K., which is the second-largest economy  
in Europe and heavily reliant on imports to meet demand.

In 2018, nearly 30% of the production value of Minnesota’s corn and 
corn products came from exports, according to a National Corn Growers 
Association study. The economic ripple effects of this export market in 
Minnesota create more than $3.1 billion in economic output, $1.1 billion 
in gross state product, and more than 12,700 jobs.

Through corn farmers’ investment in the state’s corn check-off, Minnesota 
Corn partners with organizations like the U.S. Grains Council to build 
markets abroad for Minnesota-grown corn and ethanol.

Visit mncorn.org to learn more.

A 2017 state-sponsored trade mission to Cuba with U.S. Sen. Tina Smith included 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) board member Harold Wolle  
(far right).

A n annual conference that provides farmers with tips and lessons on 
soil health, conservation tillage and cover crops will be held next 

month in Mankato.

The University of Minnesota Extension’s 17th-annual Soil 
Management Summit is set for Dec. 14-15 at the Mayo 
Clinic Health System Event Center. Through corn farmers’ 
investment in the Minnesota corn check-off, Minnesota’s 
corn organizations support the Soil Management Summit to 
promote best practices that increase sustainability on the farm.

Summit attendees will hear from researchers, agricultural advisors and 
farmers who are experts in conservation tillage, cover crops and the 
economics behind soil-health practices. Attendees who stay for the 
entire conference will be offered 9.5 Certified Crop Adviser continuing-
education units.

Summit speakers will include longtime University of Minnesota Extension 
Regional Educator Jodi DeJong-Hughes and Dr. Anna Cates, an Extension 
soil-health specialist. World Food Prize-winning soil scientist Rattan Lal 
will virtually give a keynote address.

DeJong-Hughes said the summit will include information on carbon 
markets and why retaining carbon in the soil is a good thing for farmers. 
She said she expects between 200 and 250 people to attend the summit 
and that, typically, 20 to 25 vendors with products and services related 
to soil health are in attendance.

Visit z.umn.edu/SMS2021 to learn more or register.  

Soil Management 
Summit set for Dec.14-15

Minnesota Corn selected to participate in European 
trade mission

The 17th-annual Soil Management Summit will give farmers an opportunity to 
learn about practices that can improve soil health.



4-H
Overview: 4-H is a national out-of-school, hands-on learning program 
for youth ages 5–19. In Minnesota, the program is run by University 
of Minnesota Extension and has over 66,000 participants. Youth 
choose projects of interest to them, from science and photography to 
agriculture and civic engagement, and explore them with peers and 
caring adults.

Minnesota Corn’s involvement: Minnesota’s corn 
organizations have been longtime supporters of 4-H in 
the state. In 2018, with lead support from Minnesota 
Corn, University of Minnesota Extension launched a 4-H 
agronomy and horticulture program. The program aims 
to connect Minnesota youth to the many crops grown 
throughout the state and to introduce them to career 
opportunities available in crop production.

In 2020, the 4-H agronomy and horticulture program 
reached nearly 1,500 youth through a 17-week virtual 
learning summer series and 400 young people through 
an eight-month afternoon adventure series.

In past years, Minnesota Corn has also funded the 
Minnesota 4-H Science of Agriculture Challenge, a 
competition that has teams of youth work to develop 
solutions to problems facing today’s farmers. Industry 
mentors helped teams work through their projects.

Program’s impact: 4-H helps students gain confidence, feel a sense 
of accomplishment and contribute to their communities. Students also 
build connections with caring adults, cultivate passions for lifelong 
learning and build science, technology, engineering and math skills.

The ‘Farm at the Arb’
Overview: The ‘Farm at the Arb’ 
is the interpretative farm at the 
University of Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum in Chaska. Established 
in 2019, the farm includes: 
interactive exhibits; pollinator and 
vegetable gardens; plots of corn, 
soybeans, wheat and other crops; 
a restored barn; an education 
center; a seasonal outdoor kitchen; 
gathering lawns, and more.

Minnesota Corn’s involvement: 
Through farmers’ investment in 
the corn check-off, Minnesota 
Corn supported the creation of 
the ‘Farm at the Arb’ as part of its 
mission to reach the non- 
farming public.

In 2021, Minnesota Corn has 
sponsored an interactive online 
‘Farm at the Arb’ map that 
includes exhibit and planting 
locations and information on 
agriculture. Visitors who take 
photos at all of the stops receive 
a Minnesota Corn-themed prize. 
Minnesota Corn was also a 
sponsor of “Corn is Everywhere” 
weekend at the ‘Farm at the Arb’ 
in September.

Program’s impact: The ‘Farm at the Arb’ provides the Arboretum’s 
more than 500,000 annual visitors an up-close look at how food is 
grown today. The interpretive farm also shares information about 
innovative practices on the farm that have allowed farmers to become 
more environmentally and economically sustainable.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) and the 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council (MCR&PC) 
support a variety of agriculture-education initiatives, in an 
effort to inspire future generations of agricultural leaders.

From sponsoring University of Minnesota Extension’s 4-H 
agronomy program to hosting corn-themed school assemblies, 
Minnesota Corn works hard to ensure students have multiple 
opportunities to learn about farming and explore careers in 
agriculture. The efforts help fulfill Minnesota Corn’s broader 
goals of building connections with the non-farming public, 
strengthening rural communities and helping to develop 
future generations in agriculture.

To learn more about educational programs funded through 
Minnesota’s corn check-off, visit mncorn.org.

feature story

Corn in the 
classroom

6 . Corntalk . November 2021    

A family writes thank-you cards for farmers 
during “Corn is Everywhere” weekend at the 
‘Farm at the Arb’ in September.

Thanks in part to the support of Minnesota’s corn organizations, University  
of Minnesota Extension launched a 4-H agronomy and horticulture program  
in 2018.



Farmamerica
Overview: Also known as the Minnesota Agricultural Interpretive 
Center, Waseca-based Farmamerica aims to connect people with the 
evolution of agriculture. The 360-acre educational site includes a 
visitor center, a pond and prairie, historical buildings and a collection 
of antique farm equipment.

Minnesota Corn’s involvement: Through their investment in the 
Minnesota corn check-off, the state’s corn farmers support Farmamerica 
and its efforts to show how agriculture drives the state’s economy.

Additionally, Minnesota Corn is a proud supporter of a capital campaign 
to renovate and expand Farmamerica. The expansion and renovation 
project will include upgrading classroom space, adding year-round 
ag-literacy opportunities and remodeling the welcome center with 
interactive exhibits and experiences, including a new “Ag Around You” 
discovery center.

Program’s impact: Farmamerica helps the non-farming public better 
understand the story of agriculture in Minnesota, informs youth 
about the diversity of career paths within the field and helps people 
understand how agriculture provides communities with food, fiber  
and fuel.

FFA
Overview: FFA is a school-based agriculture-education and leadership 
program with about 210 chapters in Minnesota. Participants learn about 
careers in agriculture, develop leadership skills and have opportunities 
to participate in conferences and competitions.

Minnesota Corn’s involvement: Through the state’s corn check-off, 
Minnesota’s corn farmers sponsor the annual FFA State Convention, 
which gives students an opportunity to network and celebrate their 
involvement in FFA. Additionally, funds provided to FFA through 
the check-off help with officer development and training and the 
agriculture policy-experience conference.

Program’s impact: Minnesota FFA helps nearly 15,000 students each 
year develop leadership skills, learn about ag careers and expand their 
agriculture education.

Minnesota Ag in the Classroom (MAITC)
Overview: MAITC provides free curriculum, educational resources, 
grants, outreach and professional development opportunities to 
students and teachers throughout Minnesota. Each year, the program 
reaches more than 135,000 students and 4,500 teachers in  
715 schools.

Minnesota Corn’s involvement: Minnesota Corn has long supported 
MAITC because of its ability to reach young people with a positive 
message about food and farming. Recently, Minnesota Corn’s support 
has helped MAITC launch its virtual field trip series and new editions of 
the AgMag agriculture magazine for students. This past summer, MAITC 
also hosted a series of virtual teacher tours, helping educators learn 
new techniques for teaching about agriculture.

Program’s impact: MAITC helps to 
increase agricultural literacy and also 
seeks to improve student achievement by 
applying ag-based content as the context 
to teaching core curriculum concepts. By 
encouraging teachers to embed agriculture 
into their classroom, MAITC cultivates an 
understanding and appreciation of the  
food and fiber system that we all rely on 
every day.

Twin Cities Road Crew (TCRC) 
school visits
Overview: On behalf of MCGA, TCRC holds 
schoolwide assemblies to share the importance of corn with students 
in the metro area. With in-person assemblies on hold because of the 
pandemic, TCRC uses virtual assemblies to continue engaging students.

Minnesota Corn’s involvement: MCGA sponsors the assemblies to 
reach students in Twin Cities schools with facts about corn and  
corn farming.

Program’s impact: In a normal year, assemblies reach 300 to 400  
kids on average. With the assemblies online, participation  
has doubled.

Young-adult scholarships
Overview: MCGA offers four $5,000 scholarships to full-time post-
secondary students pursuing a career or degree in an agriculture-
related field. Students must be young-adult MCGA members to be 
eligible for a scholarship.

Program’s impact: Since 2019, the scholarships have helped eight 
young adults pursue their college educations.
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A scene from a school assembly 
video created by Twin Cities  
Road Crew.

FFA’s school-based 
agriculture programs 
give students the 
chance to learn about 
food, fiber and natural 
resources systems.

The support of Minnesota’s corn 
organizations helps Minnesota Ag in 

the Classroom operate its Farm Camp 
program, as pictured here.
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UMN Extension honors 
Minnesota Corn  
with Distinguished  
Friend Award
M innesota’s corn organizations have been recognized for their 

contributions to agriculture research, education and outreach at 
University of Minnesota Extension.

In October, the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) and 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council (MCR&PC) were honored 
with the Distinguished Friend of Extension Award. The award was 
presented by Extension Dean Bev Durgan during Extension’s annual 
conference, which took place virtually.

Working in close partnership with MCGA, MCR&PC has invested more 
than $1 million this year in Extension research, 4-H agricultural programs 
and more. Additionally, Minnesota Corn’s leadership and members give 
their time as volunteers in Extension’s 4-H, agriculture, environmental 
and community-leadership programs.

“Minnesota Corn is humbled to receive this award and is proud of our 
longtime partnership with University of Minnesota Extension,” CEO and 
Executive Director Adam Birr said. “We’re honored to support University 
of Minnesota Extension’s farmer-focused research projects, innovative 
Nitrogen Smart educational program and 4-H Agronomy Program, among 
other initiatives. We appreciate University of Minnesota Extension’s deep 
commitment to agriculture in our state and look forward to continuing our 
partnership well into the future.”

MCGA President Bryan Biegler said Minnesota’s corn farmers are grateful 
to Extension for its commitment to building partnerships, preparing young 
people to lead and strengthening the state’s food and agriculture.

“University of Minnesota Extension is an invaluable partner in promoting 
agricultural opportunities across the state,” MCR&PC Chair Brandon 
Fast said. “We appreciate their focus on all aspects of agriculture, from 
improving crop yields to conservation practices, and are eager to help 
them continue their work.”

To learn more about Minnesota Corn’s partnership with Extension, 
visit mncorn.org.

Watershed-comparison project gathers  
baseline data
A long a stretch of Hwy. 169, just outside the city of Blue Earth, local 

conservation officials have installed a three-chamber bioreactor at 
the edge of a county ditch system. The device, which is one of the largest 
in the nation, aims to remove nitrates before the water goes downstream.

Gary Feyereisen, a research scientist with the USDA Agricultural Research 
Service, learned of the bioreactor and saw an opportunity to develop a 
real-world research and demonstration project. In addition to evaluating 
the effectiveness of the bioreactor, he is talking with producers about 
potential changes to crop management and rotation in the one-square-
mile watershed feeding the bioreactor.

In the last year, Feyereisen, with the help of a grant from Minnesota Corn, 
has set up monitoring in an adjacent, similar-sized watershed 
to establish a relationship between the two locations prior 
to making changes. Feyereisen’s project is one of many 
Innovation Grant projects supported by Minnesota’s corn 
organizations through the state corn check-off.

“It is a multi-year initiative,” Feyereisen told reporter Mark Dorenkamp 
during a recent interview for the Minnesota Corn Podcast. “We need to 
keep the research going over a period of time, so that we can see an 
average. We can have a year like this, one where there was very little 
flow, and then you had the two previous years, which were two of the 
wettest years on record.”

After charting the ups and downs and establishing a baseline, the 
researchers can conduct a real-world comparison of the impact of 
changes in nutrient management, tillage method, rotation, or use of  
cover crops.

Farmers who produce crops on the land in the two watersheds are 
working with Feyereisen, sharing their ideas on why certain practices 
may or may not work. 

“It’s a very interesting watershed, because we’ve got the person that lives 
right next door and this is their main farm, and then we have renters who 
are coming in from a distance — people who farm thousands of acres,” 
Feyereisen said.

Ultimately, Feyereisen says the project could improve communication 
between farmers and researchers. It will also be a chance for the wider 
community — including Minnesotans who live in the urban and suburban 
areas of the state — to learn what is happening on the farm, and how 
farmers are working to maintain and, ultimately, improve water quality 
over time.

Feyereisen’s project was one of several initiatives featured on the 
Minnesota Corn Podcast during the fall. Subscribe to the podcast at  
info.mncorn.org/podcast to have each new episode delivered to 
your inbox, or search for the Minnesota Corn Podcast on Spotify and 
Apple Podcasts.
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University of Minnesota Assistant Professor 
Lindsay Pease (pictured right) is studying 
nutrient-management methods in the Red 
River basin.

MN Corn’s 2022  
research programs  
open for proposals
Two Minnesota Corn programs that provide funding for 

projects aimed at making corn farming more productive, 
profitable and sustainable are open for 2022 applications.

The online application for the 2022 Minnesota Corn Innovation 
Grant Program will be open until Jan. 15.

Launched in 2016, the Innovation Grant Program provides up to $7,000 
for projects focused on:

n  developing new uses for corn and corn co-products;

n  more efficient use of nutrients in corn production;

n  improving soil health and air and water quality through conservation  
 tillage and other production practices; and

n  making corn production more profitable through innovative farm-  
 management practices.

Farmers who work with researchers on broader in-depth projects are 
eligible for grants of up to $30,000 per year. Additionally, academic 
researchers can receive up to $15,000 to test novel scientific approaches 
to corn production and nutrient and farm management. 

Meanwhile, the online application portal for 
the 2022 Minnesota Corn Primary Research 
Program also is open. 

Examples of priorities within the Primary 
Research Program include:

n  evaluating innovative irrigation and  
 drainage-system practices designed to   
 optimize productivity and sustainability;

n  addressing challenges farmers face when  
 implementing conservation practices;

n  creating more corn-based products and  
 improving the design and usefulness of  
 existing corn-based products;

n  assessing the long-term economic,   
 environmental and societal benefits of using  
 ethanol- blended transportation fuels; and

n  research that addresses corn grain quality and durability challenges   
 domestically and for export.

Both the Innovation Grant Program and the Primary Research Program are 
made possible through corn farmers’ investment in the Minnesota corn 
check-off. To learn more, see examples of previous projects or apply for a 
grant, visit mncorn.org/research.

Small check-off investment leads to big  
phosphorus study grant
One of the goals of Minnesota Corn’s Innovation Grant Program is 

to take great ideas born from on-farm research and attract major 
scientific institutional funding. Lindsay Pease, an assistant professor of 
soil science at the University of Minnesota College of Food, Agricultural 
and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS) and University of Minnesota 
Extension, has done just that.

“Assistant Professor Lindsay 
Pease has leveraged her 
dataset from her Innovation 
Grant study of phosphorous 
movement and won a major 
four-year grant,” said Maciej 
Kazula, research director of 
the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA). 

In 2020, Innovation Grants 
funded nine on-farm research 
projects. Often, it is the 
farmers themselves who 
generate the ideas and want 
to pursue scientific findings. 
A share of these grants also 

go to academic researchers like Pease, who works from the Northwest 
Research and Outreach Center in Crookston.

The four-year grant comes from the 4R Research Fund of the  
Foundation for Agronomic Research, an organization that works with  
the Fertilizer Institute and private industry to help fill the gaps in 
nutrient-management science.

Pease is looking at phosphorous in the Red River basin, 
since the nutrient can adversely impact freshwater 
bodies. Phosphorous is a vital nutrient for crops because 
of its role in the creation of DNA, which governs 
metabolism, growth and reproduction. When excess 
amounts of phosphorous enter the environment beyond the farm,  
it can lead to algae growth that harms natural ecosystems.

“We’re still in the process of getting this new project off the ground, but 
we are going to be able to look at phosphorous placement [and] fertility 
strategy, and monitor surface runoff and tile-drainage discharge to see 
what nutrient-management methods lead to the greatest reduction in 
nutrient loss,” Pease said.

The years 2020 and 2021 are a study of contrasts in the Red River basin. 
Last year was one of the wettest on record, and this year is one of the 
driest. Pease’s work generated a robust dataset about nutrient flows that 
suggests a baseline for phosphorous loss. This year, due to drought, fewer 
nutrients are moving. 

“You can do so much when it comes to good nutrient management,” 
Pease said. “And then there are the things you need to put on top of that, 
like cover crops and field-edge filter systems, which are more expensive 
solutions. All of these things are on the long list of what I am interested 
in researching.”

To learn about Minnesota corn farmer-funded research, visit
mncorn.org/research.

Minnesota Corn’s 2022  
research grant programs are  
open for applications.
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CommonGround Minnesota returns to  
in-person events
C ommonGround Minnesota, a volunteer initiative that builds 

relationships between women who farm and those who do not, 
made a return to in-person events this fall.

In mid-September, CommonGround hosted a wine-and-dine event at 
Schram Vineyards in Waconia, connecting guests with volunteer farmers 
for conversations about agriculture. All ticket proceeds from the event 
went to Second Harvest Heartland and its mission to fight hunger in 
Minnesota.

Later in the month, CommonGround and Twin Cities Mom Collective, 
an online blog and resource hub, hosted a dinner for local bloggers and 
social media influencers at the ‘Farm at the Arb’ interpretive farm at the 
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in Chaska.

More than 100 women attended the two events, learning more about 
food and farming from the volunteers and gaining a greater appreciation 
of agriculture.

At the Arboretum event, guests enjoyed hors d’oeuvres while 
learning about some of the different crops featured in the 
plots at the site before sitting inside the restored red barn 
at ‘Farm at the Arb’ for dinner. Afterward, farmer volunteers 
Lauren Biegler, Katie Brenny and Krista Willis hosted a 
question-and-answer session, talking about their lives on the 
farm, sustainability and technology in agriculture.

Twin Cities Mom Collective co-owner Jess Dronen said it was great to 
learn more about food and farming, noting how much in common farmers 
share with the non-farming public. Fellow co-owner Kim Mortensen said 
it was fascinating to learn about the day-to-day lives of farmers and the 
technologies they use to produce their crops.

“Everyone felt so comfortable,” Dronen added, noting that the event 
spurred additional interest in farming among attendees. “There’s 
definitely going to be a lot of dialogue.”

In 2020, because of the pandemic, CommonGround transitioned to 
hosting virtual events. Volunteers were excited to return to in-person 
events this fall.

To learn more about CommonGround, visit
commongroundminnesota.com.

CommonGround Minnesota hosted two in-person events in September, 
helping non-farming women learn more about food and agriculture.

Nitrogen Smart gears up for seventh year
N itrogen Smart, a free educational program for producers that 

presents fundamentals for maximizing economic return on nitrogen 
investments while minimizing nitrogen losses, is preparing for its seventh 
year in 2022.

Run by University of Minnesota Extension and supported by investments 
in Minnesota’s corn check-off, the program focuses on how nitrogen 
behaves in the environment. The program includes a “fundamentals” 
course on sources of nitrogen for crops, how nitrogen is lost from soil, 
how to reduce losses and practices to refine nitrogen management. It also 
includes “advanced” courses focused on manure management and the 
“4 Rs” of nutrient management — the right place, the right rate, the right 
source and the right time for application.

The goal of Nitrogen Smart is to provide information to farmers so they 
can make their own fertilizer decisions that are right for their operations. 
Over 90% of Nitrogen Smart attendees would recommend the courses, 
and nearly 90% would take another course, according to Extension.

After hosting sessions exclusively online in 2021, Extension plans on 
holding in-person Nitrogen Smart courses in 2022. Additionally, new in 
2022, Extension will offer an “advanced” course on adapting nitrogen 
management to changing climate conditions.

Meanwhile, an online version of the “fundamentals” course 
will continue to be available for farmers to complete 
at their convenience. Extension also plans on making 
the manure-management course available online for 
completion at any time.

Learn more about the Nitrogen Smart Program at  
z.umn.edu/NitrogenSmart.

University of Minnesota Extension’s Nitrogen Smart education program will 
enter its seventh year in 2022.
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MN Ag EXPO registration is open

MN Ag EXPO returns to Mankato Jan. 19-20.

R egistration is open for MN Ag EXPO 2022! MN Ag EXPO, hosted by 
the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) and the Minnesota 

Soybean Growers Association (MSGA), is the premier winter event for the 
state’s corn and soybean farmers.

The 2022 show will be held Jan. 19–20 at the Mayo Clinic Health System 
Event Center in Mankato. The event is free to attend, but preregistration is 
required to ensure meal tickets.

Attendees looking to stay overnight in Mankato are strongly encouraged 
to book lodging as soon as possible due to a busier than usual week in 
Mankato with Hockey Day Minnesota events. Both the Hilton Garden 
Inn and the Mankato City Center Hotel are attached via skyway to the 
event center. Other hotels have discounted MN Ag EXPO rates, but are not 
connected to the event center.

Fifth-generation rancher and agriculture advocate Amanda Radke will 
provide the opening afternoon keynote address, and comedian Todd 
Andrews will speak at dinner that evening. The speaker at the ‘Food for 
Thought’ closing luncheon will be U.S. Army veteran Jack Zimmerman, a 
Minnesota native who suffered catastrophic injuries during a tour of duty 
in Afghanistan.

MCGA’s delegate session and annual meeting will be held at 9 a.m.  
on Jan. 20.

Make sure to stop by the MCGA booth on the trade show floor to learn 
the many ways the state’s corn farmers are building a brighter future 
for Minnesota agriculture. Connect with old friends, look for giveaways, 
learn how your corn check-off funds are working for you, and explore the 
benefits of membership.

To learn more or to register for MN Ag EXPO, visit MNAgEXPO.com.

Wednesday, Jan. 19

  7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.: Registration open

  8:00 a.m.:  MSGA delegate session & annual meeting

 10:00 a.m.:  Trade show opens

 10:00 a.m.:  Learning session

 11:00 a.m.:  Learning session

 12:00 p.m.:  Boxed lunch in trade show

  2:00 p.m.:  Keynote speaker Amanda Radke

  4:00 p.m.:  Trade show closes

  4:00 p.m.:  MCGA reception & silent auction

  5:30 p.m.:  Dinner featuring comedian Todd Andrews

  7:00 p.m.:  MSGA carnival at the Loose Moose*

*$25 ticket needed for the fundraiser event 

Thursday, Jan. 20

  7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.: Registration open

  8:00 a.m.:  Morning markets

  8:00 a.m.:  Trade show opens

  9:00 a.m.:  MCGA delegate session & annual meeting

 10:00 a.m.:  Learning session

 11:00 a.m.:  Learning session

 12:00 p.m.: ‘Food for Thought’ lunch featuring speaker  
 Jack Zimmerman

  3:00 p.m.:  Trade show closes 

2022 MN Ag EXPO schedule, Jan. 19-20
Mayo Clinic Health System Event Center, Mankato

Schedule is subject to change
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GreenSeam, which has received 
support from Minnesota’s Corn 
farmers through investments in 
the corn check-off, is helping to 
build a greenhouse at Mankato 
East High School.

T he online application portal for the 2022 Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) scholarship program has opened.

Jan. 7 is the deadline to apply for one of four $5,000 scholarships 
available to full-time post-secondary students pursuing a career or degree 
in an agriculture-related field. Students must be young-adult MCGA 
members to be eligible for a scholarship. The young-adult membership is 
for 16- to 24-year-olds and costs $20 annually.

As part of the application, students are expected to submit a resume, 
school transcripts, letter of recommendation and short essay. Winners  
will be notified on or before March 1, 2022.

To learn more or apply for a scholarship, visit
mncorn.org/scholarships.

MCGA scholarship is open for applications

Become a young-adult member and apply for an MCGA scholarship by Jan. 7.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) has wrapped up 
a busy schedule of events this fall. The fun activities were a great 

way to engage people in the work of the state’s corn farmers.

In September, MCGA sponsored the “Corn is Everywhere” event at 
the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum’s ‘Farm at the Arb’ 
interpretive farm. Kids and families learned about the process of 
growing and harvesting corn, made corn-seed necklaces, practiced 
corn shucking, played corn hole, and more. They also were able to 
explore the ‘Farm at the Arb’ using the new MCGA-sponsored “Farm 
Crawl” virtual map.

On the same day, MCGA had a presence at the University of 
Minnesota’s ninth-annual “Celebrate Ag and Food Day” before the 
Gophers football team played Miami (Ohio) at Huntington Bank Stadium.

Fans stopped by the MCGA tent in the Gopher Garden just outside of 
3M Arena at Mariucci to learn how Minnesota’s corn farmers power 
our state and to grab an always handy MCGA-branded stadium tote 
bag. During the game, fun facts about corn were displayed on the 
in-stadium video board and listeners to the radio broadcast heard how 
corn farmers and their families are helping build local communities.

Also in September, Twin Cities Road Crew attended Sever’s Fall Festival 
on behalf of MCGA to deliver corn-themed fun. Festival-goers enjoyed 
music, dancing, games, corn-themed swag bags, prizes and the 
“a-MAIZE-ing” corn scavenger hunt.

For more information about upcoming MCGA events, visit 
mncorn.org/events.

MCGA has an event-filled fall

The University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum’s “Corn is Everywhere” event was one of several sponsored by the Minnesota Corn Growers Association this fall.
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MCGA’s 2021-22 
president is fourth-
generation farmer
A fourth-generation family farmer is the 2021-22 president of the 

Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) Board of Directors. 
Bryan Biegler grows corn and soybeans in the southwestern Minnesota 
town of Lake Wilson. On Oct. 1, he assumed the MCGA presidency, taking 
over from Courtland farmer Tim Waibel.

Biegler grew up on the Lake Wilson farm, which was started by his great-
grandfather and then operated by his grandfather and parents. He now 
runs the farm with his wife, Lauren. They live there with their three kids.

The Bieglers have placed significant emphasis in implementing 
conservation practices on their farm. For the past 10 years, they have 
strip tilled their land or refrained from tilling it at all. More recently, they 
have planted cover crops to prevent erosion and improve soil health and 
water quality.

Bryan Biegler has been an MCGA board member since 2016 and has 
also served on the Murray County Corn & Soybean Growers Association 
Board of Directors. Additionally, he has been involved with the Soil 
Health Partnership, a farmer-led soil-health research network run by the 
National Corn Growers Association (NCGA). Currently, Biegler is vice chair 
of the NCGA Stewardship Action Team and a mentor with the Minnesota 
Soil Health Coalition.

In a statement, Biegler said he was excited for 
the new role. “Corn is a vital part of the fabric 
of Minnesota’s family farms, rural and urban 
communities, and our state’s economy,” he 
said. “MCGA works hard to make sure we are 
a respected, present and trusted voice for the 
farmers we represent. I look forward to continuing 
to advocate for fellow farmers and stakeholders on 
topics that affect our state’s farmers and helping to 
lead the organization into the future serving in this 
role over the next year.”

Also on Oct. 1, Richard Syverson became vice 
president, Dana Allen-Tully became treasurer and Jim Kanten became 
secretary. Syverson, an MCGA board member since 2018, grows corn and 
soybeans and raises sheep with his wife and son in Pope County. Allen-
Tully, an MCGA board member since 2019, runs a dairy and crop farm in 
Eyota with her parents and brother. Kanten, also a board member since 
2019, grows corn, soybeans and sugarbeets on his family farm in Milan.

With more than 6,500 members, MCGA is one of the largest grassroots 
farm organizations in the U.S. Working in close partnership with the 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council, MCGA identifies and 
promotes opportunities for Minnesota’s 24,000 corn farmers while 
building connections with the non-farming public.

Visit mncorn.org to learn more about MCGA.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association thanks President Waibel for 
his service and congratulates President Biegler in his new role as the 
organization looks ahead to continued advocacy efforts in support of 
those issues important to our state’s corn farmers, their families and local 
communities.

Bryan Biegler
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AWaconia grain-to-bottle distillery has received top honors in a 
biennial competition for craft whiskeys made at least partially out 

of corn.

J. Carver Distillery earned a gold medal in the 2021 Heartland Whiskey 
Competition for its Brickyard Straight Bourbon. The competition is run 
by the American Craft Spirits Association and sponsored by 17 state corn 
grower associations, including the Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA). Just eight gold medals were awarded to the 140 whiskeys 
entered into the competition by 64 distilleries.

Three Minnesota whiskeys were entered into the contest, including two 
from J. Carver. Brickyard Straight Bourbon received the highest marks of 
the three to earn the “best in state” award.

J. Carver founding partner Gina Holman said the distillery is grateful 
for the awards and its partnerships with local farmers, retailers and 
mixologists.

Founded in 2013, J. Carver has been distilling spirits since August 2014. 
Its menu features a variety of bourbons, single-malt whiskeys, gins, 
vodkas and more, which are aged for years before they are served.

The distillery offers tours on Saturdays and has a cocktail lounge where 
guests can order craft cocktails, and its spirits can be found in scores of 
stores across Minnesota and Wisconsin. Its products are also featured in 
cocktails sold at restaurants and retailers across Minnesota.

Holman said J. Carver hasn’t deviated from its business strategy over its 
eight-year history, continuing to produce its spirits on site and work with 
local farmers.

Brickyard Straight Bourbon, named in honor of Carver County’s 
historic brickyards, includes corn, malted barley and red 
winter wheat. Holman said it has a softer mouth feel and  
is beloved as a sipping bourbon. It’s the featured spirit in  
J. Carver’s old fashioned, the distillery’s best-selling cocktail 
among its restaurant partners.

MCGA proudly supports the Heartland Whiskey Competition and other 
efforts to raise awareness about the various uses of corn. To learn more 
about J. Carver’s award-winning bourbon, visit jcarverdistillery.com. 

To learn more about the 2021 Heartland Whiskey Competition, visit
americancraftspirits.org.

J. Carver earns high marks in 2021 Heartland 
Whiskey Competition

Waconia-based J. Carver Distillery won a gold medal in the 2021 Heartland 
Whiskey Competition, which is open to craft whiskeys made at least partially 
of corn. 
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Have an event that you would like 
featured in County Highlights? Contact 

your local district field manager at 
mncorn.org/staff.

C ounty corn organizations fuel the grassroots advocacy efforts of 
the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA), while helping to 

promote the importance of corn farming in Minnesota. Throughout the 
year, county organizations host events that raise awareness of agriculture 
in their local communities, engage area youth with educational and 
scholarship opportunities, meet local legislators to discuss issues 
important to corn farming, and much more.

To shine a light on these initiatives throughout the year, MCGA is 
highlighting the counties’ many successes.

County corn board members receive  
harvest snacks

This fall, MCGA’s district field managers continued the tradition of 
dropping off harvest snacks to members of the state’s 52 county corn 
boards. Thank you, county board members, for everything that you do! 
We hope you, and all growers, had a safe and plentiful harvest.

Benton/Sherburne County growers host 
agriculture career day

In late September, the Benton/Sherburne County Corn Growers 
Association hosted an agriculture career day at the Centra Sota agronomy 
center in Santiago. About 65 Foley High School students attended the 
event, where they learned about various careers in agriculture and 
agriculture business.

Renville County growers hold plot day

The Renville County Corn & Soybean Growers Association held its plot 
day in early September and is also scheduled to hold a variety plot-recap 
event in November. Because of COVID-19, the organization held a plot-
recap event instead of a traditional plot day in 2020. The recap event 
was such a big hit that the organization decided to offer it again this year. 
The event features a breakfast for growers followed by a discussion of 
corn-variety performance.

Marshall County growers donate to FFA program

In northwestern Minnesota, two Marshall County high schools, Stephen-
Argyle and Warren-Alvarado-Oslo, have started agriculture-education 
and FFA programs this fall. Given the amount of interest that students 
have expressed in the programs, they have requested sets of official FFA 
dress outfits. Since these are new programs for the kids, no students 
have their own jackets yet. As a result, the Marshall County Corn & 
Soybean Growers Association donated funds to help the students get 
their jackets and ties. The remaining funds will be used to help attend 
field trips and contests.

Watonwan County Corn & Soybean Growers Association board members  
Harold Wolle and his son Matt take a break from the combine to pose with their 
harvest snacks.

Le Sueur/Scott County Corn & Soybean Growers Association board members  
Ryan Thelemann and Nate Braun receive their snacks.

This is a scene from the Benton/Sherburne County Corn Growers Association’s 
career day. County grower associations hold career days to help students learn 
about careers in agriculture.

Members of the Renville County Corn & Soybean Growers Association learned 
about different corn hybrids during the organization’s September plot day.

county highlights
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MCGA Board Members  
President
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186
First Vice President
Richard Syverson of Clontarf
320-760-6719
Treasurer
Dana Allen-Tully of Eyota
507-951-5597
Secretary
Jim Kanten of Milan
320-297-0375
Past President/Chairman  
of the Board
Tim Waibel of Courtland
507-359-1219
Wesley Beck of St. James
507-630-1471
Angela Guentzel of Kasota
507-317-4372
Tom Haag of Eden Valley*
320-453-7760
Paul Henning of Okabena
507-370-1688
Blair Hoseth of Mahnomen
701-261-3574
Brad Neumann of Wabasso
507-822-6951
Jocelyn Schlichting of Rice
320-333-4291
John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235
Rob Tate of Cannon Falls
507-218-0308
Brian Thalmann of Plato*
320-238-2481
David (D.J.) VanKlompenburg of Montevideo
320-212-2748
Todd Wentzel of Murdock
320-760-1347
Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia*
507-236-2181
*NCGA Board member

Chair
Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275
Vice Chair 
Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338
Treasurer
Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-525-7671 
Secretary 
Duane Epland of Twin Lakes
641-590-0928
George Goblish of Vesta
507-762-3449
John Mages of Belgrade
320-248-1908
Rodney Moe of Waltham
952-237-9808
James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330
David Vipond of Mahnomen 
218-556-9780
Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452
Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363
Ex-Officio Thom Petersen
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

MCR&PC Board Members       

MinnesotaCorn
 RESEARCH & PROMOTION COUNCIL

J ust because you receive Corn Talk doesn’t  
mean you’re a member of the Minnesota Corn 

     Growers Association (MCGA). To check if you’re 
a member, or to join MCGA, simply call our office 
at 952-233-0333. Growers can also join MCGA by 
visiting mncorn.org/join.

As a grassroots organization, MCGA’s strength stems 
from its members. They are pivotal in our work 
advocating for the interests of corn farmers and 
their families, and building connections that create 
opportunities for growers. In short, we need your 
help to be at our best.

MCGA has one- and three-year memberships 
available. You can become a member of MCGA  
using the partial refund program or credit card, 
check or cash. 

For future agricultural leaders, MCGA offers the 
young-adult membership for individuals ages 16 to 
24 who want to participate in grassroots advocacy 
today. Along with reduced member dues, young-
adult members will stay up to date on the latest  
in Minnesota’s corn sector, and gain exclusive 
access to MCGA scholarship and leadership 
opportunities.

Become a 
member today

Follow Minnesota Corn on social media
S tay up to date on the latest from the world of 

Minnesota Corn by following the social media 
channels of your choice. 

Get the latest news from the MCGA blog  
and more on Twitter (@mncorn), Facebook  
(@MinnesotaCorn) and Instagram  
(@MinnesotaCorn), or subscribe to our YouTube 
channel at Youtube.com/mncornvids.

Did you know… Federal ID 
numbers can be used for up to 

five MCGA memberships.
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