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Innovation is at the heart of Minnesota's corn organizations. Each year, Minnesota Corn 
invests millions in cutting-edge research, public outreach, and grassroots advocacy 
efforts aimed at promoting opportunities for corn farmers while enhancing quality of life.

In 2021, the Minnesota Corn Growers Association and Minnesota Corn Research & 
Promotion Council continued that tradition. In this issue of Corn Talk Year in Review, read 
about the many ways Minnesota Corn is driving innovation that benefits corn farmers, 
rural communities and all Minnesotans.
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Bryan Biegler, MCGA President

I’d like to start by thanking the state’s corn farmers for the resiliency and determination they showed in 2021. The year  
had plenty of challenges, but farmers handled them with dignity and resolve, working hard to ensure an abundant harvest 
and continued supply of resources critical to our country.

That same spirit has consistently been shown by the many grassroots leaders who make up the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA). From recruiting new members to advocating for policies that benefit corn farmers and  
all Minnesotans, grower-leaders have worked hard to ensure a 
strong future for farm families and rural communities. Thank you for 
your efforts.

On a larger scale, 2021 saw MCGA support innovative ethanol 
promotion, drive state and national ag policy, invest in cutting-edge 
projects aimed at building new uses for corn, and help increase on-
farm sustainability. These efforts yielded results. MCGA is building 
support for cleaner-burning, lower-cost biofuels, advocating against 
harmful tax policies, and kick-starting several projects that could 
substantially increase corn grind.

Arguably, none of MCGA’s 2021 successes compared to the 
passage of a $12 million biofuel infrastructure program at the 
state Legislature. Passed with bipartisan support thanks to MCGA’s 
grassroots advocacy, the program will help hundreds of thousands 
of Minnesotans access Unleaded 88 and other biofuels. MCGA and 
the Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council have committed 
an additional $1 million to the program and are eager to see it 
implemented in 2022.

Meanwhile, MCGA joined with the National Corn Growers Association 
and other ag groups in 2021 to advocate against changes to 
stepped-up basis that were included in the Biden administration’s 
initial Build Back Better social spending bill. While we’re grateful to 
the bipartisan legislators who ensured this harmful proposal did not 
make the bill that passed the House of Representatives in November, 
we continue to closely monitor the legislation.

Locally, a highlight of the year was returning to in-person meetings 
and events after the pandemic-disrupted year that was 2020. It was a pleasure to see the energy and creativity grassroots 
leaders brought to the many festivals, golf tournaments, picnics and other events, and watching them tell the story of 
Minnesota’s corn farmers.

Overall, it’s been a pleasure to work on behalf of the state’s corn farmers to advance policies and research critical to 
helping us thrive. I’m grateful to MCGA’s members for supporting our efforts and am excited to see our hard work continue 
in 2022.

Bryan
Biegler
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Minnesota Corn's 6,500 members  
are the strength of the organization. 
Throughout this issue, we highlight the 
many ways grassroots members  
are driving innovation.
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Brandon Fast, MCR&PC Chair

As 2021 closes, I’d like to thank Minnesota’s corn farmers for their continued investment in the state’s corn check-off. I 
appreciate the trust you place in the Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council (MCR&PC) to be responsible stewards 
of this investment. Please note that we take this responsibility seriously and work hard to ensure a sustainable, prosperous 
future for Minnesota’s corn farmers.

Despite the challenges 2021 presented, the council continued supporting research, programming and partnerships 
that help promote opportunities for Minnesota’s corn farmers. While I am excited about all of Minnesota Corn’s 
accomplishments in 2021, there are a couple I’d like to briefly note here.

In April, MCR&PC and the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) committed $1 million to a new state biofuel 
infrastructure grant program that will cement Minnesota’s place as a national leader in ethanol-blended fuels. The  
$12 million program could potentially increase the number of Unleaded 88 stations in Minnesota by over 125 locations, 
boosting sales by nearly 40 million gallons annually. Ethanol is a critical market for our crop, and Minnesota Corn’s pledge 
will help ensure that all Minnesotans have access to this cleaner-burning, lower-cost fuel.

In the new uses arena, I’m particularly excited about Minnesota Corn’s recent investment in Låkril Technologies, a University 
of Minnesota-based start-up aiming to mass produce corn-based acrylic acid and acrylates. The chemicals, which are 
currently derived from petroleum sources, are widely used in the manufacturing of paints, coatings, textiles and more. 
Låkril’s technology has the potential to increase corn grind by tens of millions of bushels, while reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. We’re excited to see Låkril’s efforts continue to progress in 2022.

Altogether, check-off investments in 2021 continued to drive a comprehensive effort to promote Minnesota-grown corn 
and ethanol, develop new markets, improve on-farm practices and reach the non-farming public. Again, I’d like to offer my 
sincere gratitude to Minnesota’s corn farmers for their support of the corn check-off and for making these investments 
possible. We appreciate your faith in us and look forward to a productive 2022.
 

Adam Birr, Ph.D., Executive Director, MCGA and MCR&PC
One of my mentors contends that good leaders are comfortable being uncomfortable. The rationale is that growth starts at 
the edge of the comfort zone because it requires focused effort and attention. Certainly, the past few years have provided 
plenty of opportunity for discomfort. This year has been characterized by volatility in the markets, challenges associated 
with drought, and rising costs for inputs that may be difficult to obtain at planting time.

It would be easy to retreat to our comfort zone in the face of this adversity. Fortunately, Minnesota Corn has demonstrated 
a history of thriving in uncertain times through a multi-faceted approach to our mission of identifying and promoting 
opportunities for corn growers, while enhancing quality of life.

For instance, we foster innovation and discovery of new uses through investments in research with farmers and university 
researchers. New markets are explored through investments in organizations like U.S. Grains Council. The benefits of 
existing value-added products like ethanol have been shared with millions of Minnesota consumers through the Better Fuel 
Initiative. Lastly, we’ve always been at the forefront of legislative and regulatory actions that threaten the tools available to 
corn growers.

Examples of these actions and more abound throughout this edition of Year in Review. Rest assured, Minnesota Corn is 
comfortable inhabiting that space outside of the comfort zone where game-changing opportunities are found.

Brandon
Fast

Adam
Birr, Ph.D.
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E15 standard tops MCGA’s legislative priorities
The top priority of the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) heading into the 2021 state legislative session was 
increasing the statewide biofuel standard from 10% to 15%. Other priorities included enacting buffer property tax relief 
and ensuring recently passed tax policies that have provided much-needed economic relief to farmers remained intact.

Brad Neumann elected to MCGA board
Neumann, who farms corn and soybean with his wife, Kim, in Wabasso, was elected to represent MCGA District 1, which 
includes the nine counties in far southwestern Minnesota. Meanwhile, Richard Syverson of Clontarf and Blair Hoseth of 
Mahnomen were re-elected to represent District 4 and District 6, respectively.

MN Ag EXPO held virtually
On Jan. 20, MCGA members met virtually to discuss resolutions and hear 
updates from the Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council (MCR&PC) on 
its 2020 activities. Minnesota Corn thanks all of the MCGA members who virtually 
participated in the grassroots process.

Poppe, Peterson honored at MN Ag EXPO
Former state Rep. Jeanne Poppe received the Friend of Agriculture Award for 
her advocacy on behalf of corn farmers during eight terms at the state Capitol. 
Meanwhile, former MCGA president and board member Bruce Peterson was  
the recipient of the Golden Kernel Award for his dedication to advancing  
MCGA’s mission. 

MCGA video series wins ag-marketing award
The “Farmer’s voice” video series won the top prize in the 2021 National Agri-
Marketing Association’s “Best of NAMA” award show for best campaign element 
directed to consumers. The video series, filmed in July 2020, featured MCGA board 
members Jocelyn Schlichting and D.J. vanKlompenburg sharing why they became 
farmers, their commitment to conservation, and issues that impact farmers and 
their families. view the series at youtube.com/mncornvids.

More than $540,000 raised on “Let’s Kick Hunger” Day
MCGA partnered with WCCO Radio and other Minnesota-based companies for the 
12th-annual event, the proceeds of which went to Second Harvest Heartland and  
its mission to stock food shelves across Minnesota. Second Harvest Heartland  
can provide up to three meals with every $1 donation; the event helped fund up  
to 1.62 million meals statewide.

Chris Hawkey elevates Better Fuel Initiative
Hawkey, KFAN "Power Trip" morning show co-host and producer, joined the Better Fuel Initiative as a celebrity  
spokesman, appearing in illustrated form in Tv and digital commercials that played statewide. New ads touting the  
benefits of Unleaded 88 aired on the radio and appeared on billboards, truck sides and on GSTv, a network of  
on-screen entertainment found at pumps across the state.

Brad
Neumann

January

February A Minnesota Corn video  
series featuring several MCGA 
grower leaders, including  
D.J vanKlompenburg (pictured 
above) was awarded a top 
prize in a national agriculture 
marketing competition  
in 2021.
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Report: 2020 was encouraging year for MN biofuel sales
Despite a statewide travel decrease of 10.6%, Unleaded 88 sales remained nearly flat in 2020, according 
to the Minnesota Department of Commerce. Prior to the pandemic, January 2020 and February 2020 set 
Unleaded 88 sales records for their respective months, demonstrating that consumers are eager to fill up 
with this lower-cost, cleaner-burning fuel.

E-book debunks ethanol myths
MCGA produced a free e-book, called “Debunking the myths around ethanol-blended fuels,” to fight back 
against Big Oil and its misinformation campaigns. The book dives into 13 of the most common myths about 
ethanol and debunks them with fact-based research and statistics. Download the e-book at 
info.mncorn.org/ethanolmyths.

State E15 bill introduced
Sen. Torrey Westrom (R-Elbow Lake) introduced the bill in the state Senate, while Rep. Luke Frederick  
(DFL-Mankato) introduced the bill in the state House. MCGA thanks Westrom, Frederick and other legislators 
from both parties for their support of cleaner-burning, lower-cost biofuels.

Lesson helps students make informed decisions at pump
MCGA worked with MEG Corp Fuel Consulting to create an ethanol lesson plan for Minnesota educators. 
Covering everything from ethanol’s journey beginning on the farm to the benefits of ethanol-blended fuels,  
the lesson plan is available to educators through MN Ag in the Classroom (MAITC) as part of the 
organization’s mission to increase ag literacy through K–12 education. visit tinyurl.com/ethanollesson  
to view the lesson plan.

Nitrogen Smart courses held virtually
Supported through farmers’ investment in the Minnesota corn check-off, the University of Minnesota 
Extension Nitrogen Smart program focuses on how nitrogen behaves in the environment. Courses  
were offered as both live webinars and recorded sessions. Learn more about the program at 
z.umn.edu/NitrogenSmart.

2021 Innovation Grant recipients announced
The 14 Innovation Grant recipients each received up to $7,000 for a one-year study or up to $30,000 
for replicated research. Projects included everything from studying how a planter weight-distribution 
system affects soil compaction to establishing a paired watershed to prepare for a conservation-practice 
assessment. Learn more about the 2021 recipients at mncorn.org/research.

MCGA virtually advocates for state, federal policy priorities
At its annual Day on the Hill event, MCGA grower-leaders met with state legislators and leaders of  
Gov. Tim Walz's administration, advocating for a 15% biofuel standard and biofuel infrastructure and  
thanking them for previously passed tax policy. Meanwhile, during a virtual spring fly-in to Washington, D.C., 
grower-leaders discussed federal priorities, such as the Next Generation Fuels Act, with members  
of Minnesota’s congressional delegation.

MCGA scholarship recipients announced
Bethany Groos [A], Carson Kahler [B], Camren Saxton [C] and Justin Thomforde [D] were the 2021 winners 
of MCGA’s four $5,000 scholarships. MCGA has distributed $40,000 in scholarships to eight well-deserving 
students since launching the program in 2019. Another four students will each receive $5,000 scholarships 
in 2022.

February continued

March
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D
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Minnesota Corn commits $1 million to biofuel infrastructure grant program
At a press conference, Gov. Tim Walz and state legislators praised Minnesota’s corn organizations for their commitment to 
biofuel infrastructure, noting the impact it would make in helping consumers access biofuels. “MCGA is proud to be a part 
of the solution to help lower greenhouse gas emissions through the use of higher blends of ethanol,” then-MCGA President 
Tim Waibel said.

Minnesota FFA State Convention held virtually
With a theme of “Worth It,” the 2021 Minnesota FFA State Convention celebrated student accomplishments, awards and 
milestones in their agricultural education. Each year, Minnesota FFA, which is supported, in part, by Minnesota Corn, helps 
nearly 15,000 students develop leadership skills, learn about ag careers and expand their agricultural education.

MCGA recognized with “Friend of 4-H” award
The award recognizes an individual or organization that has significantly contributed to the effectiveness of 4-H youth 
development. Over the past four years, MCGA provided funding and encouragement to grow a small collection of ideas into 
a multifaceted 4-H agronomy program that reaches youth statewide.

MCR&PC election results announced
Doug Albin (District 1, 2 & 4), Duane Epland (District 8) and Scott Winslow  
(District 9) were re-elected to the council, while John Mages (District 3, 5 & 6), who 
grows corn and soybeans in Belgrade and previously served as MCGA president,  
was elected for the first time. Albin farms in Clarkfield, Epland in Twin Lakes, and 
Winslow in Fountain.

Regular state legislative session ends
On the session’s last day, Gov. Tim Walz and legislative leaders announced an 
agreement on a budget framework, with the details to be determined during a 
special session. Meanwhile, Walz signed into law a pared-down, policy-only omnibus 
agriculture bill that made changes to the state Board of Animal Health and allowed 
Minnesota’s cottage food producers to increase sales without a license.

New PR manager begins role
Nate Gotlieb, a former journalist who most recently worked at the nonpartisan Session 
Daily news service, is focusing on producing “Corn Talk,” MCGA’s official publication, 
and on its social media and other external communications. Gotlieb looks forward to 
promoting the hard work by Minnesota’s corn farmers in 2022.

$12 million biofuel infrastructure program approved in special session
The program, approved thanks to MCGA’s grassroots advocacy, could potentially 
increase the number of Unleaded 88 stations in Minnesota by over 125 locations, increasing sales by nearly 40 million 
gallons annually. Although MCGA is disappointed the E15 standard did not advance in 2021, the state’s commitment to 
infrastructure investments and higher ethanol blends sets up the policy for future success.

MCGA president testifies to Congress on rural broadband access
As federal lawmakers work to connect rural parts of America to broadband, they should turn to providers who have a 
proven track record of serving such areas, then-MCGA President Tim Waibel told a congressional subcommittee. MCGA 
supports efforts to ensure that all Minnesotans have access to high-speed broadband internet.
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In 2021, Minnesota Corn 
invested more than $1 million 
in University of Minnesota 
Extension research and 
outreach programs, including 
helping youth statewide learn 
about the science of  
growing crops.
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Tom Haag elected to NCGA leadership
Haag, a fourth-generation family farmer in Eden valley, was named first vice president of the National Corn Growers 
Association (NCGA) for the 2021-22 fiscal year, which began Oct.1. MCGA congratulates Haag on the role and looks 
forward to seeing the positive impact he has on corn farmers across the U.S.

Longtime board and council member Mickey Peterson retires
Peterson, who grows corn and soybeans in Sacred Heart, stepped away after nearly 30 years on the board and council. 
Minnesota Corn grower-leaders and staff thank Mickey for his years of service and tireless advocacy on behalf of 
Minnesota’s corn farmers. We wish him happiness and good health in his retirement.

Brandon Fast elected MCR&PC 2021-22 chairman
Fast, who farms corn and soybeans in Mountain Lake and also operates a retail seed and chemical business, was 
MCR&PC vice chairman in 2020-21, and took over as chairman from Jim O’Connor. Meanwhile, Doug Albin was elected 
vice chairman for 2021-22, Gary Prescher was elected treasurer and Duane Epland was elected secretary.

Year-Round Fuel Choice Act introduced
The bipartisan bill, which is sponsored by 26 U.S. representatives and 13 U.S. 
senators, would remove outdated regulatory barriers that could prevent future year-
round sales. MCGA thanks Reps. Angie Craig, Michelle Fischbach and Jim Hagedorn 
and Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith for their sponsorship of the bill and their 
support of lower-cost, lower-carbon biofuels.

Harold Wolle re-elected to NCGA board
An MCGA board member since 2011, Wolle has farmed in Watonwan County for 
40 years. On Oct. 1, he began his new three-year term on the NCGA board, which 
represents the organization on all matters while directing policy and supervising  
day-to-day operations.

MN Corn-supported Farmamerica capital campaign hits milestone
As of July 15, over half of the $850,000 needed for Farmamerica’s capital project, 
which will include upgrading classroom space and remodeling the welcome center, had 
been raised. Minnesota Corn is proud to support Farmamerica’s efforts to create 
meaningful hands-on learning opportunities for young people and the non-farming public.

Chad Willis becomes U.S. Grains Council (USGC) chairman
Willis, who farms near Willmar with his wife, Krista, was elected at USGC’s annual Board of Delegates meeting in Des 
Moines, Iowa. An MCR&PC member since 2007, Willis has been on the USGC board since 2017, where he has helped 
direct strategies to develop new trade markets. MCR&PC and MCGA have long supported USGC and its mission to develop 
markets for U.S. producers.

Ag in the Classroom summer teacher tours wrap up
Eighty-three educators working in schools, museums and historical societies participated in MAITC’s 2021 Summer 
Teacher Tours program, which included four events and opportunities to earn continuing-education credits [A]. Minnesota 
Corn has long supported MAITC and the organization's goal to promote ag literacy and education.

Devin Hoffarth begins role as district field manager (DFM)
Hoffarth, who previously worked for seven years at Langdon Implement in Langdon, N.D., is the DFM for District 2, which 
runs from Minnesota’s western border to Stearns County in the east. In his first six months on the job, Hoffarth has been 
busy meeting with the district’s county associations and helping them prepare for 2022.
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Minnesota Corn enjoys successful Farmfest
MCGA was once again a can’t-miss stop at Farmfest, which returned to Gilfillan Estate near Morgan in 
early August, after a virtual event in 2020 [B]. Scores of farmers, families, political leaders and agriculture 
stakeholders visited the MCGA tent during the three-day event to talk with grower-leaders, take pictures in  
a camper-turned-photo booth, grab sweet corn ice cream samples and more.

Next Generation Fuels Act reintroduced
Sponsored by Illinois Congresswoman Cheri Bustos, the bill leverages the clean, higher-octane value of 
ethanol, which is nearly 50% lower in carbon intensity than gasoline, to meet new standards for both fuel 
and vehicles. MCGA and NCGA thank the 18 bipartisan cosponsors who have signed onto the bill in the  
U.S. House of Representatives and urge others to follow suit.

‘Farm at the Arb’ enters third year
The University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum-based interpretive farm featured a new Minnesota  
Corn-sponsored interactive online map in 2021. As part of its mission to help the non-farming public learn 
more about agriculture, Minnesota Corn is proud to sponsor the 'Farm at the Arb.' [C].

MCGA resources address carbon markets
A new publication, “Carbon Markets 101,” shared helpful background on carbon sequestration and carbon 
markets, while a new webinar also delved into the subject. MCGA is committed to providing key information 
to stakeholders on programs that may create a potential revenue opportunity for farmers implementing 
practices that capture and store carbon in the soil. Learn more at mncorn.org/publications.

MCGA has busy weekend of events
On Sept. 11-12, MCGA sponsored the “Corn is Everywhere” weekend at the Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum, participated in “Celebrate Ag and Food Day” at a Minnesota Gophers football game and 
celebrated “MCGA night with the St. Paul Saints” at CHS Field [D]. Oh, and we forgot to mention, MCGA 
enlisted Twin Cities Road Crew (TCRC) to deliver corn-themed fun at Sever’s Fall Festival. When we say  

“corn is everywhere,” we aren’t kidding!

Stepped-up basis is maintained in federal reconciliation bill
Despite some chatter about a potential repeal of the critical estate-planning tool, it was preserved under the 
tax plan presented by the U.S. House Ways & Means Committee to pay for the Biden administration’s Build 
Back Better plan. MCGA and NCGA were pleased that no changes to stepped-up basis, which is critical to 
protecting generational family farms, were included in the bill. We continue to closely monitor legislation for 
tax changes that could affect farmers.

New videos share benefits of Unleaded 88, ethanol-blended fuels
In partnership with the American Lung Association (ALA) in Minnesota, the Better Fuel Initiative launched six 

videos that provide key facts on Unleaded 88 and higher-blend biofuels [E]. The videos, created by TCRC, also 
note the many benefits ethanol-blended fuels provide to consumers.

Fuel-promotion events boost profile of Unleaded 88, higher-blend biofuels
In September, county corn grower associations, in partnership with MCGA and ALA wrapped up the 
last of 12 fuel-promotion events held in 2021, answering drivers’ questions about ethanol-blended fuels 
and generating excitement for Unleaded 88. Fuel station promotional events are just one part of a 
comprehensive approach in promoting ethanol-blended fuels through Minnesota corn farmers’ investment  
in the state’s corn check-off. 

August
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CommonGround Minnesota returns to in-person events
CommonGround Minnesota is a Minnesota Corn-supported volunteer initiative that brings women together 
for conversations around food and farming [A]. After two years without in-person events, CommonGround 
held a wine-and-dine event at Schram vineyards in Waconia and partnered with Twin Cities Mom Collective 
on a dinner for local bloggers and social media influencers at the ‘Farm at the Arb.’ More than 100 women 
attended the two events, learning about food and farming from the volunteers and gaining a greater 
appreciation of agriculture.

Bryan Biegler assumes MCGA presidency
Biegler, a fourth-generation family farmer who grows corn and soybeans in Lake Wilson, has been an MCGA 
board member since 2016. In his first three months in the role, he has led the organization as it prepares 
for the 2022 legislative session and MN Ag EXPO. We appreciate Biegler’s leadership and look forward to 
seeing what he accomplishes in 2022.

Minnesota Corn receives Distinguished Friend of Extension Award
The award was presented by University of Minnesota Extension Dean Bev Durgan during Extension’s annual 
conference, which took place virtually. Working in close partnership with MCGA, MCR&PC invested more 
than $1 million in 2021 in Extension research, 4-H agricultural programs and more.

J. Carver Distillery earns gold medal in 2021 Heartland Whiskey Competition
The Waconia-based distillery’s Brickyard Straight Bourbon received one of the eight gold medals that were 
awarded to the 140 whiskeys entered into the competition [B], which was sponsored by 17 state corn 
grower associations, including MCGA. Minnesota Corn is proud to support efforts to raise awareness about 
the various uses of field corn.

MN Corn-funded start-up is a 2021 Consider Corn Challenge winner
Låkril Technologies, a University of Minnesota-based start-up company which is producing corn-based 
acrylic acid, was one of six winners of the NCGA-run contest, which was open to proposals that use field 
corn in innovative ways [C]. Minnesota Corn is proud to partner with Låkril on its efforts to expand market 
opportunities for corn-derived sugars and ethanol, and increase the sustainability of products that use  
acrylic acid, such as paints and coatings.

New corn check-off webpage unveiled
To highlight the many ways corn farmers’ investment in the Minnesota corn check-off is fueling critical 
research, promotion and outreach activities, Minnesota Corn is featuring these efforts on a new webpage. 
visit mncorn.org/your-corn-check-off to learn about all the ways corn check-off funds are fostering  
innovation, promoting ethanol and corn products, and working to build trust in Minnesota farmers.

Dana Allen-Tully appointed to USDA advisory panel
Allen-Tully, treasurer of the MCGA board, was appointed to USDA’s National Agricultural Research, Extension, 
Education and Economics Advisory Board. The 15-member Advisory Board evaluates and provides advice 
on research goals and programs run by the four agencies under the purview of USDA’s Undersecretary for 
Research, Education and Economics.
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MCGA board members participate in European trade mission
Bryan Biegler and Brian Thalmann represented MCGA on the seven-day trade mission to the United Kingdom and Finland,  
which was led by Gov. Tim Walz and First Lady Gwen Walz. Along with other representatives of the state’s ag industry, 
Biegler and Thalmann met representatives of trade, academia, food production and retail, helping to dispel myths  
surrounding American agriculture.

Bipartisan infrastructure bill signed into law
The law allocates funding for initiatives important to corn farmers and rural America, including $17.3 billion for the nation’s 
ports and inland waterways and $2 billion for rural broadband access. MCGA was pleased to see the package signed into 
law and was grateful for bipartisan commitment to make significant new investments in broadband and inland waterways.

Alyssa O’Sullivan joins MCGA as communications specialist
O’Sullivan most recently worked as the recruitment and communications coordinator for the University of Minnesota-Twin 
Cities’ agricultural education, communication and marketing program. At MCGA, she is focusing on helping to develop and 
execute communications and marketing initiatives, support county projects, maintain marketing materials and coordinate 
special events. Welcome, Alyssa!

Soil Management Summit returns to Mankato
The annual conference, which provides farmers with tips and lessons on soil health, conservation tillage and cover crops, 
returned to Mankato after being held online in 2020. Through corn farmers’ investment in the Minnesota corn check-off, 
Minnesota Corn supports the summit to promote best practices that increase sustainability on the farm.

Leaders gather for pre-resolutions meeting
Corn farmers showed grassroots engagement and leadership in action by gathering for MCGA’s annual pre-resolutions 
meeting. The pre-resolutions session identified proposed resolutions to be brought forward for final consideration by county 
delegates during the delegate session at MN Ag EXPO in January 2022.   

Unleaded 88 sales end strong in 2021
As 2021 closed, Minnesota was well-positioned to break the record for the number of gallons of Unleaded 88 sold in a 
single year. The strong sales numbers show that Minnesotans see the value of ethanol blends, and are all in on fuels that 
are better for our air, engines and wallets.

As of October, the latest month for which data was available 
before this edition of Corn Talk went to press, 71.2 million 
gallons of Unleaded 88 had been sold in Minnesota in 
2021. The state's single-year Unleaded 88 sales record is 
78.9 gallons, which was set in 2019.

December

71.2
million 

11
YEAR IN REvIEW   2021

November continued

Alyssa
O'Sullivan



At Minnesota Corn, innovation means supporting ethanol promotion, international market development and on-farm 
research. It also means investing in projects aimed at developing new uses for corn, reaching Minnesotans with a positive 
message about corn farming, and grassroots advocacy in St. Paul and Washington, D.C.

As you’ve read in this edition of Corn Talk, 2021 has been no exception to Minnesota Corn’s decades-long track record of 
innovating. Through Minnesota Corn’s investments in educational and outreach programs, students and families across the 
state have learned key facts about corn farming. Through Minnesota Corn-sponsored summits and seminars, corn farmers 
learned about best practices for soil management and nitrogen application. And through Minnesota Corn’s Primary 
Research Program, university researchers made headway in developing corn-based bioplastics and using an enzyme to 
stop the spread of plant diseases such as Goss’s wilt.

“Minnesota Corn is constantly thinking of new ways to do 
business, from reaching the public through new channels,  
to finding novel markets for the state’s corn crop,” 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) President 
Bryan Biegler said. “Innovation has played a key role in 
Minnesota Corn’s success and will continue to help the 
organization maintain its place as an agricultural leader in 
Minnesota and across the country.”

The push for innovation in the 
development of new markets 
for field corn was a key 

reason MCGA was founded in 1978 and why the Minnesota 
corn check-off was implemented in 1990.

Jean Knakmuhs, a retired Redwood County farmer and 
former MCGA board member, said innovation allows farmers, 
who are critical to feeding the world, to be as economic and 
efficient as possible. That’s especially necessary today, she 
said, as profit margins shrink for farmers. (Over the past  
10 years, U.S. total farm income has remained flat, 
according to the American Farm Bureau Federation.)

To ensure profitability, which is key to the sustainability of 
family farm operations, Minnesota Corn has invested in organizations aimed at increasing exports, such as the U.S. Grains 
Council. In 2021, Minnesota Corn also invested in the U.S. Meat Export Federation and the USA Poultry & Egg Export 
Council, which work to develop international markets for U.S. meat, poultry and eggs.

Minnesota Corn also invests in efforts to develop corn-derived products, such as sturdier corn-based bioplastics, which 
could drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions and create new markets for corn growers. In 2021, Minnesota Corn 
invested in Låkril Technologies, which is working to create acrylic acid — a chemical widely used in the manufacturing of 
paints, coatings and other consumer products — from corn instead of petroleum.

Additionally, Minnesota Corn has invested in ClearFlame Engine Technologies, which is developing an ethanol-powered  
diesel engine.

“As farming continues to 
evolve, Minnesota Corn is 
committed to adapting to 
the needs of its members 
and the state’s family 
farmers. We’re proud 
of our efforts in 2021 
to build a better future 
on the farm and look 
forward to continuing  
this hard work in 2022 
and beyond.”

— Bryan Biegler, President,   
   Minnesota Corn  
   Growers Association
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Investments in Exports, 
New Uses



Kirby Hettver, a DeGraff farmer and former MCGA board member and president, said he continues to be impressed with 
Minnesota Corn’s Innovation Grant Program. It offers funding to farmers and researchers for projects aimed at making 
corn farming more productive and sustainable.

Since implementing the program, Minnesota Corn has funded about 40 farmer-led research projects. They have explored 
everything from whether a hydraulic weight-frame distribution system can decrease soil compaction to developing a system 
to integrate fall tillage and manure application.

“It’s been a great conversation starter,” Hettver said. “I think that program has turned out a lot of interesting research that 
might not have otherwise been done.”

In 2021, other farmers said they were 
impressed by Minnesota Corn’s $1 million 
investment in the state’s new biofuel 
infrastructure program. The program passed during the 2021 legislative 
session, thanks to the grassroots advocacy of MCGA. It could lead 
to 125 additional fueling stations offering higher-octane, lower-carbon 
Unleaded 88, among other biofuels.

Knakmuhs, who was on the MCGA board from 2011-21, said she’s 
particularly proud of Minnesota Corn’s investment in the ‘Farm at the Arb’ 
interpretive farm at the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum  
in Chaska.

In 2021, Minnesota Corn’s investment in this program allowed the 
Arboretum to create an interactive online ‘Farm at the Arb’ map and host 
a “Corn is Everywhere” weekend in September. 

Knakmuhs said she also was impressed during her board tenure with 
Minnesota Corn-sponsored educational programming for farmers, such 
as University of Minnesota Extension’s Nitrogen Smart seminars and  
its Soil Management Summit.

“It always impressed me that Minnesota Corn is looking for ways to 
educate farmers and further their farming operations,” she said.

In 2022, Hettver said he hopes Minnesota Corn continues investing in research on nutrient-use efficiency and remains 
at the forefront of discussions on carbon markets. (In 2021, Minnesota Corn debuted a new publication that shares 
background on carbon markets and hosted a webinar that provided more information.)

Biegler, the MCGA president, said Minnesota’s corn farmers can expect another productive year from Minnesota 
Corn in 2022.

“As farming continues to evolve, Minnesota Corn is committed to adapting to the needs of its members and the state’s 
family farmers,” he said. “We’re proud of our efforts in 2021 to build a better future on the farm and look forward to 
continuing this hard work in 2022 and beyond.”
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The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) works to represent Minnesota's corn farmers in St. Paul 
and Washington, D.C., focusing on the policies that are important to our state's corn growers, their farms, 
and their families.

MCGA was disappointed that a statewide E15 standard was not passed during the 2021 state legislative 
session, but heartened that a $12 million biofuel infrastructure program was signed into law [A]. On the 
federal side, MCGA was pleased to see no changes to stepped-up basis and was appreciative of substantial 
investments made in rural broadband and inland waterways.

MCGA thanks the state agriculture committee chairs, Sen. Torrey Westrom and Rep. Mike Sundin [B], 
for their work and advocacy on several MCGA priorities, in addition to other important investments and 
provisions for Minnesota agriculture. MCGA also thanks Agriculture Commissioner Thom Petersen and his 
team for their work on the agriculture bill [C].

Biofuel infrastructure
The agriculture finance bill, approved in June, included $6 million in fiscal years 2022 and 2023 for biofuel-
infrastructure grants to retailers that offer higher ethanol blends. Another $6 million for grants was included 
in the base budget for fiscal years 2024 and 2025. In April, Minnesota Corn announced a $1 million 
commitment to the program.

All told, the $13 million program could lead to an additional 125 Minnesota stations offering E15, which  
is also known as Unleaded 88. Based on the most recent sales data, that means E15 sales could increase 
52% compared to 2020. That is equivalent to an increase of nearly 40 million gallons of E15 pumped  
per year.

Taxes
The final tax bill included over $900 million in one-time and ongoing relief and forgave state taxes on 
Paycheck Protection Program loans. It also included fixes to Section 179, with language to eliminate the 
state addition for Section 179 carryovers for property placed into service prior to tax year 2020. Buffer 
property tax relief, an MCGA priority for several years, did not make the final bill.

Pesticides, treated seed
MCGA was pleased to see that proposals on pesticides and treated seed that would have negatively impacted 
Minnesota’s corn farmers were not advanced. That included bills that would have increased the fee on  
gross sales for agriculture pesticides, added a new label for treated seed sold in Minnesota, and stipulated 
that treated seed can’t be used for ethanol production. (No ethanol plants in Minnesota use treated seed  
to produce ethanol.)

Environment
Proposals to ban certain crop-protection tools on state-owned lands, direct the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency to conduct rulemaking on treated-seed disposal, and allow cities to adopt pesticide ordinances were 
not adopted.

The final bill allocated some funding to soil health, water-quality-practice adoption and water-storage projects 
in the Minnesota River and Lower Mississippi River basins. The Legislature also approved a two-year legacy 
bill, which includes Clean Water Fund projects.

LEGISLATIvE REPORT
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Limbo Creek
MCGA continues to closely monitor the court case relating to a petition to improve Renville County Ditch 77 (CD 77). The 
case impacts producers and others throughout the state who rely on the public waters inventory completed following the 
comprehensive process in the 1980s.

Despite this inventory process and final determination, environmental groups have argued that this section of Limbo Creek is 
a public water and, therefore, the project requires permits and a heightened environmental review. The Minnesota Supreme 
Court is considering whether to hear this case.

Ethanol
MCGA was frustrated with two ethanol-related federal court decisions from summer 2021. In June, the Supreme Court ruled 
that small oil refineries that have not been receiving continuous, uninterrupted waivers under the Renewable Fuel Standard’s 
(RFS) ethanol-blending requirements can still receive them. In July,  
a federal appeals court decision struck down a 2019 Environmental 
Protection Agency rule allowing year-round E15 sales.

In conjunction with the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA), 
MCGA will continue to work with the Biden administration and our 
congressional champions to ensure a solution is in place before the 
2022 summer driving season.

MCGA was pleased to see a multitude of bills introduced in 2021  
that would ensure consumers have continuous access to high-
octane, lower-carbon biofuels. We thank members of Minnesota’s 
congressional delegation, including Reps. Angie Craig, Michelle 
Fischbach and Jim Hagedorn and Sens. Amy Klobuchar and  
Tina Smith, for championing biofuels.

Infrastructure
MCGA welcomed the passage of the bipartisan infrastructure bill 
in November, given the legislation’s investments in rural broadband 
access and the nation’s ports and inland waterways. Over 60% of  
the grain produced in the U.S. moves on the inland waterways  
system, according to NCGA, but work is needed to bring the nearly  
12,000 miles of commercially navigable channels and 240 lock  
sites up to date.

While MCGA was pleased that no changes to stepped-up basis have been included in the proposed Build Back Better social 
spending bill, we continue to closely follow the legislation.

Fertilizer tariffs
MCGA is coordinating with NCGA and other state corn grower associations to overturn tariffs on imported Moroccan and 
Russian phosphate fertilizers. The tariffs were implemented in March at the behest of the Mosaic Company, which has a near 
monopoly over the U.S. phosphate fertilizer market.

Additionally, MCGA and NCGA have been encouraging CF Industries to drop a petition seeking tariffs on urea ammonium nitrate 
imports from Russia and Trinidad and Tobago. The tariffs would effectively raise the price of nitrogen for farmers.

The bipartisan infrastructure bill signed  
in November includes $17.3 billion for the 
nation's ports and inland waterways and  
$2 billion for rural broadband access.

Federal

17.3
billion
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Each year, Minnesota Corn invests over $2 million in research aimed at improving agricultural practices 
and creating new markets for corn and corn-based products. That was no exception in 2021, as Minnesota 
Corn funded 26 projects, including efforts to develop an ethanol-powered electric vehicle range extender and 
help farmers improve nitrogen efficiency. Minnesota Corn also funded five University of Minnesota Extension 
outreach and educational programs.

Minnesota Corn has two main research programs: a Primary Research Program geared toward university 
researchers and an Innovation Grant Program geared toward farmers. Twelve Primary Research projects 
were funded and 14 Innovation Grant Program projects were funded in 2021.

As 2021 came to a close, Minnesota Corn was reviewing applications for Primary Research projects and 
was preparing to review Innovation Grant applications. Grant recipients for both programs will be announced 
in spring 2022.

Below are highlights from four of the research projects that received funding in 2021. visit  
mncorn.org/research to learn more about all Minnesota Corn-funded projects.

Developing practices for integrating cover crops and manure

Project overview: Melissa Wilson is developing best practices for integrating cover crops, which can  
help reduce erosion and nutrient loss, with fall manure application, which can improve microbial 
diversity in soil. 

Specifically, her research is comparing yields and soil health when adjustments are made to 
variables such as crop rotation, cover-crop type, manure-application timing and manure- and/or  
cover-crop-application method.

Wilson is conducting her research at the University of Minnesota’s Southern Research and Outreach Center 
in Waseca and its West Central Research and Outreach Center in Morris and at two on-farm locations. At 
each site, she planted cover crops and applied manure in fall 2019, and then planted and harvested field 
corn during the 2020 growing season. She replicated the experiment during the 2021 growing season [B].

Results: Wilson is still collecting and analyzing data from the 2021 growing season. In 2020, on a field with 
a sweet-corn-to-field-corn rotation, yields were higher on plots where manure was applied later in the fall, 
compared to plots where it was applied immediately after the sweet corn harvest. That was regardless of 
the type of cover crop or whether a cover crop was planted at all.

On the same field, she also found that cover crops reduced soil nitrate levels when manure was applied in 
late fall or wasn’t applied at all. When manure was applied immediately after the sweet corn harvest, nitrate 
levels tended to be higher.

Assessing Minnesota’s soil mineralogy and its impacts on fertilizer guidelines

Project overview: Dan Kaiser is studying variables that affect corn’s ability to draw potassium (K) 
from the soil, with the goal of using the information to update current K fertilizer rate 
recommendations [C].

His research involves studying how the types and distribution of soil clays vary, which can 
determine how K is retained in the soil. He is also studying how changes in soil pH could affect K retention 
in sandy soils where pH has an impact on cation exchange capacity.

RESEARCH

Primary Research ProgramB

C

A
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Project lead: 
Melissa Wilson, 
Assistant Professor, 
University of 
Minnesota [A]

Project lead: 
Dan Kaiser,  
Associate Professor, 
University of 
Minnesota



Results: Kaiser has been seeking help to complete the first part of the study, which involves mapping soil K mineralogy in 
Minnesota. He and his team are still seeking soil samples from counties around the state, including the Red River valley, 
some locations in west-central Minnesota and the far southeastern and southwestern corners of the state.

Comparing effectiveness of composted bovine manure as living carbon vs. conventional fertilizer

Project overview: Gary Prescher conducted his research on four pairs of plots: one pair was in a corn-bean 
rotation treated with fungicide at the v5 stage, a critical point for plant growth; another pair was also in a corn-
bean rotation but not treated with fungicide at v5; a third pair was second-year corn treated with fungicide at v5; 

a fourth pair was second-year corn not treated with fungicide at v5.

Among each pair, Prescher applied a composted bovine manure, or 
“Living Carbon” (LC), product on one plot and continued with his regular 
commercial fertilizer (CF) program on the other. He then compared 
cost, yields and soil data among the pairs.

Results: Prescher found no significant difference in yields, emergence 
or late-season stalk quality between LC and CF plots.

CF plots that received the fungicide at v5 had a yield that was 
17 bushels per acre higher than CF plots that did not receive the 
treatment. LC plots that received the v5 fungicide had a yield that  
was seven bushels per acre higher than those that did not.

Given increased fertilizer prices, Prescher expects the LC plots to show 
a significantly better return on investment than his CF plots in 2022, 
provided that yields continue to be comparable.

Studying how conservation practices affect soil 
health in western Minnesota

Project overview: vance Johnson is studying how practices such 
as cover crops and reduced/no tillage affect soil temperature, 
soil properties and profit. In spring 2021, he planted corn 

on six 10-acre plots that were in the corn phase of a six-year wheat-
corn-sugar beet-corn-soybean-wheat rotation [D]. Each plot had a different management method (no-till with cover crops, 
no-till without cover crops, strip till with cover crops, strip till without cover crops, convention till with cover crops, and 
conventional till without cover crops). He plans on collecting data from the plots through 2025.

Results: Yields on the six plots ranged from 151 bushels per acre on the no-till with cover crops plot to 185 bushels 
per acre on the strip till with cover crops plot. On a cost-per-acre basis, the strip till with cover crops plot was the most 
expensive, while the no-till without cover crops plot was the least expensive.

Overall, the no-till without cover crops plot had the highest net revenue, followed by the strip till with cover crops plot.  
The no-till with cover crops plot had the lowest net revenue.

Innovation Grant Program

D

Minnesota Corn funded 26 research 
projects in 2021, including one on vance 
Johnson's farm (pictured above) that studied 
conservation practices and soil health.
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Gary Prescher, 
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Faribault County
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vance Johnson, 
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Minnesota’s corn organizations made substantial investments in ethanol promotion and infrastructure, trade and developing 
new uses for field corn in 2021. The efforts yielded results, helping millions of Minnesotans learn about the benefits of 
biofuels, sustaining key relationships with export partners, and boosting several significant new-uses projects.

Better Fuel Initiative
After launching the Better Fuel Initiative in January 2020 to raise awareness about the benefits of ethanol-blended fuels 
among Minnesotans, Minnesota Corn went even bigger with the campaign in 2021.

KFAN “Power Trip” morning show co-host and producer Chris Hawkey joined 
as a celebrity spokesman and was featured in new advertisements touting 
the benefits of Unleaded 88 and higher-blend biofuels [A]. In September, the 
Better Fuel Initiative launched a series of six videos that provided key facts 
on Unleaded 88 and higher-blend biofuels.

Fuel-promotion events
In the summer and fall, hundreds of Minnesota drivers received fuel 
discounts and had questions about ethanol-blended fuels answered by 
farmers and ethanol advocates at 12 fuel-promotion events around  
the state. The events were hosted by local county corn grower associations 
in partnership with the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
and the American Lung Association in Minnesota.

They came after Minnesota Corn announced a $1 million pledge to the 
state’s new biofuel infrastructure program in April. Also in April, more 
Minnesota retailers received grant funds through the USDA Higher Blends 
Infrastructure Incentive Program. In total, Minnesota retailers have received 
$2.9 million through the program, which helps them replace equipment  
and increase consumer access to higher ethanol blends.

In addition to direct consumer engagement, Minnesota Corn continued 
supporting interactive programs through MEG Corp that provide funds for 
auto technician education sessions. The sessions provided opportunities for 
staff to speak to the direct benefits and facts of the biofuel industry both 
here and across the nation. 

U.S. Grains Council (USGC)
Minnesota Corn continued strengthening its relationship with this national grain-export organization in 2021, investing in its 
efforts to develop and maintain markets abroad.

Thanks, in part, to USGC’s efforts, the 2021 marketing year (ending Aug. 31) set a record for feed-grain exports. That was, 
in large part, because the U.S. set an all-time record for corn exports at 69.8 million metric tons, or 2.75 billion bushels.

“Without that support from Minnesota Corn, we probably wouldn’t have had a record corn-export year,” Cary Sifferath, 
USGC’s senior director of global programs, said recently on the Minnesota Corn Podcast.

Also in 2021, Minnesota Corn worked with USGC and the Northern Crops Institute (NCI) to host virtual trade missions and 
an ethanol-procurement course. Minnesota Corn board members created pre-recorded informational farming videos, 

UTILIZATION

Ethanol

Trade

Minnesota retailers have received  
$2.9 million through the USDA Higher 
Blends Infrastructure Incentive Program, 
which helps them replace equipment  
and increase consumer access to  
higher ethanol blends.

2.9
million

18
YEAR IN REvIEW   2021



detailing Minnesota’s conservation and production practices for foreign audiences [B]. Through these efforts, 
international buyers familiarized themselves with the value and conduct of Minnesota farm operations.

Participation in other organizations
In 2021, Minnesota Corn’s investment in the U.S. Meat Export Federation (USMEF) helped the organization 
promote U.S-grown beef and pork in Japan and South Korea. Beef and pork exports account for tens of 
millions of bushels of Minnesota corn annually, boosting farmers and rural economies.

Thanks in part to USMEF, U.S. beef and pork exports were on a record pace through September 2021.  
In 2022, Minnesota Corn will continue to support USMEF and its efforts to boost exports in Japan and  
South Korea, among other markets.

Meanwhile, Minnesota Corn’s investment in the USA Poultry & Egg Export Council, which promotes  
U.S. poultry and eggs globally, helped the organization operate offices across the world. As of November, 
U.S. broiler, egg and turkey exports had all increased both in volume and value in 2021, according to  
the organization.

Minnesota Corn is also a member of the American Coalition for Ethanol, the American Feed Industry 
Association, Growth Energy, NCI, the Renewable Fuels Association and the Specialty Soya and Grains Alliance. 
Minnesota Corn thanks these organizations for their tireless efforts to promote exports of corn, ethanol and 
corn-based products.

Making the case for U.S. corn
In 2021, Minnesota Corn helped fund a trio of studies that compared reimported U.S. corn to Argentinian 
and Brazilian varieties. Specifically, researchers looked at pelleting quality, power usage in the milling process, 
and the feeding efficiency of the varieties.

In the feeding-efficiency study, pigs fed U.S. corn had more efficient weight gain than those fed Brazilian or 
Argentinian corn throughout the 25-day trial. In the milling study, the data also appeared to show higher 
performance in U.S. corn.

Minnesota Corn has approved additional funding to conduct a feeding trial comparing U.S. and  
Ukrainian corn. The studies have been conducted at NCI, Auburn University and South Dakota  
State University.

Låkril Technologies
Låkril, a University of Minnesota start-up company working to mass produce a corn-derived acrylic acid, 
launched in November, thanks, in part, to an investment from Minnesota Corn.

Acrylic acid, used in the manufacturing of paints, coatings, textiles and more, is currently derived from 
petroleum sources. A corn-based acrylic acid could reduce carbon dioxide emissions by at least 35% and 
increase corn demand by tens of millions of bushels annually.

ClearFlame Engine Technologies
In 2020, Minnesota Corn announced its support for ClearFlame, which is working on new technology  
that will allow ethanol to replace conventional diesel as the fuel source for diesel engines [C]. In October 
2021, ClearFlame announced that it had secured an additional $17 million in financing. It plans to test  
its technology on Minnesota roads in 2022.

New Uses

B

C
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Outreach is at the core of the mission of Minnesota Corn, which invests significantly in activities geared 
toward the non-farming public. Last year was no exception. In 2021, Minnesota Corn maintained strong 
partnerships with ag-education organizations, schools, local and national media, sports teams and  
more in helping to build a better understanding of corn farming and its impact in our state.

4-H
Working in partnership with the Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA), the Minnesota Corn Research 
& Promotion Council (MCR&PC) invested more than $1 million in University of Minnesota Extension research 
and 4-H agriculture programs in 2021 [A]. That included a continued investment in Extension’s 4-H 
agronomy and horticulture program.

Additionally, Minnesota Corn’s leadership and members continued to give their time as volunteers in 
Extension’s 4-H, agriculture, environment and community-leadership programs.

CommonGround Minnesota
In spring 2021, this group of women farmers dedicated to having one-on-one conversations with consumers 
about the food farmers grow launched its first e-newsletter. In the fall, it returned to in-person events, 
holding a wine-and-dine event at Schram vineyards in Waconia and a dinner for bloggers and social media 
influencers at the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.

More than 100 women attended the two events, learning more about food and farming from the volunteers 
and gaining a greater appreciation of agriculture.

County corn grower associations
In 2021, Minnesota’s 52 county corn grower associations continued to fuel MCGA’s grassroots outreach 
efforts, holding golf tournaments, career days, community events, educational events and more [B].
MCGA and MCR&PC are proud to support more than 225 county-led initiatives per year. Thanks to all of  
our grassroots leaders for everything you do!

The ‘Farm at the Arb’
Located at the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in Chaska, the farm includes interactive 
exhibits, pollinator and vegetable gardens, plots of corn, soybeans, wheat and other crops, and more.
In 2021, Minnesota Corn sponsored an interactive online ‘Farm at the Arb’ map that included exhibit and 
planting locations and information on agriculture. Minnesota Corn also sponsored the “Corn is Everywhere” 
weekend at the ‘Farm at the Arb’ in September [C].

Farmamerica
Also known as the Minnesota Agricultural Interpretive Center, this Waseca-based educational site includes  
a visitor center, a pond and prairie, historical buildings, a collection of antique farm equipment and more.
Minnesota Corn is a proud sponsor of Farmamerica and its efforts to show how agriculture drives the 
state’s economy. Additionally, Minnesota Corn is a proud supporter of Farmamerica’s capital campaign, 
which reached the halfway mark in summer 2021.

FFA
In 2021, Minnesota Corn continued to sponsor FFA, the school-based agriculture-education and leadership 
program with about 210 chapters in Minnesota [D].

Additionally, Minnesota Corn continued to sponsor the annual FFA State Convention, which gives students  
an opportunity to network and celebrate their involvement in FFA. Minnesota Corn’s support also helped with 
officer development and training, and the agriculture policy-experience conference.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

B

C

A

D

20
YEAR IN REvIEW   2021



Media outreach
Minnesota Corn continued sponsoring weekly radio segments on Red River  
Farm Network and Linder Farm Network, a biweekly “Check-off Check-in” 
segment on Brownfield Ag News, and the biweekly “Minnesota Corn Podcast,” 
among other efforts.

The year also saw many of Minnesota Corn’s grower-leaders featured in local and 
national media outlets. For example, MCR&PC Chair Brandon Fast was quoted 
in a November Star Tribune story about Minnesota Corn’s investment in Låkril 
Technologies, while MCGA board member Brian Thalmann was featured on the 
nationally syndicated “Adams on Agriculture” radio show.

In the summer, former MCR&PC Chair Jim O’Connor and former MCGA 
President Tim Waibel had a letter to the editor published in the Star Tribune in 
response to a commentary about the future of ethanol.

Minnesota Ag in the Classroom (MAITC)
MAITC, which provides free curriculum, educational resources, grants, outreach 
and professional development opportunities to students and teachers throughout 
Minnesota, continued its digital and in-person outreach in 2021. That included 
a virtual field trip series, new editions of the AgMag agriculture magazine and 
virtual summer teacher tours.

MCGA has long supported MAITC and its work to increase ag literacy  
and improve student achievement by applying ag-based content to core  
curriculum concepts.

St. Paul Saints
In 2021, MCGA proudly continued its partnership with the team, which in 
September wrapped up its first season as the Minnesota Twins’ Triple-A affiliate. 
Returning promotions included the corn cob-themed foul poles and fan favorites 
like the “Aww-Shucks” moment of the game.

Twin Cities Road Crew (TCRC) assemblies
On behalf of MCGA, TCRC continued to hold schoolwide assemblies to share the 
importance of corn with students in the metro area. With in-person assemblies 
on hold because of the pandemic, TCRC engaged students through virtual 
assemblies. In a normal year, assemblies reach 300 to 400 kids on average. 
With the program online, participation doubled.

Young-adult scholarships
In 2021, MCGA offered $5,000 scholarships to four full-time postsecondary 
students pursuing a career or degree in an agriculture-related field. The  
year marked the first time MCGA had offered four scholarships, after offering 
two in 2019 and two in 2020. Read about the 2021 recipients at  
mncorn.org/scholarships.

2021 Minnesota  
Corn Production

2021 National  
Corn Production

About MCGA

Acres planted  8.5 million acres

*Yield 186 bushels/acre

*Total production  1.45 billion bushels

Acres planted  92.7 million acres

*Average yield 177 bushels/acre

*Total production  15.1 billion bushels

Founded         1978

                      18 state directors, 
elected by their peers  

(directors serve 3-year terms)

Members        6,496

Organization              52 county organizations, 
                              representing 65 counties
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*Based on USDA November estimates.
Sources: NASS, MDA, MCGA.
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