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corntalkShare your family 
farm story

A      t Minnesota Corn, we represent the interests of all corn farmers        
in the state, and advocate for you and your family farm. Now, 

we want to give you the opportunity to share your family farm story 
with us and with other members.

Tell us about your family farm history, share your experiences with 
corn farming in Minnesota over the past 150 years, or just the past 
couple generations. We want to hear what you love about your farm 
and corn farming in Minnesota, and we want to understand your 
future hopes and plans for retaining the legacy of your family farm.

Take a few pictures of your farm, and share them with us. Maybe it’s 
a wide shot of your farm operation or several images of interesting 
spots on your property. Then, fill out the quick form at  
bit.ly/farmstorymn where you can share a little about your farm 
story. Your story may appear in a future Minnesota Corn publication. 
Entries selected for publication will receive an “Our family farm feeds 
and fuels the world” sign to proudly display on your property.

Questions? Contact Barbara Boelk, bboelk@mncorn.org.

Follow us on 
social media:

twitter.com/ 
mncorn

 facebook.com/
MinnesotaCorn

 instagram.com/
MinnesotaCorn

youtube.com/
MNCornVids
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The Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) controlled 
State Legislature passed bills affecting 

communities and industries across Minnesota, 
including agriculture, during the 2023 legislative 
session, which ended May 22.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) worked hard during the session to 
establish connections with the new DFL majority, 
legislative leadership, and other key committee 
members. MCGA also worked on proactive 
funding programs at the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture that would support corn farmers.

Here is a look at provisions passed during 
the session that affect corn farmers and rural 
communities.

Biofuels

Lawmakers approved $6.75 million in grants 
to help fuel retailers upgrade to equipment 
compatible with higher biofuel blends, such as 
Unleaded 88/E15 and flex fuels such as E85. The 
grants, which were a key legislative priority for 
MCGA, will help dozens of fuel stations offer E15 
and/or flex fuels. A $6 million grant program 
approved in 2021 — and supplemented with an 
additional $1 million from the Minnesota Corn 
Research & Promotion Council — helped 44 fuel 
stations offer E15 and flex fuels.

Additionally, lawmakers approved legislation 
requiring fuel stations to report sales of E15 and 
mid-level ethanol blends to the state. Minnesota 
is the only state with this requirement, which will 
result in more accurate and consistent data.

Soil health

Lawmakers passed bills banning pesticides 
containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) starting in 2032, unless MDA 
determines use of the chemicals is essential. 
They also passed legislation requiring the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), in 
collaboration with MDA and the University of 
Minnesota, to adopt rules for the disposal of 
treated seed.

Notably, lawmakers did not pass legislation 
requiring MDA to develop treated seed 
regulations, including establishing a formal 
verification of need before allowing the use of 
treated seed. MCGA opposed this proposal, 
which would have added significant burden to 
Minnesota farmers.

Lawmakers approved the following allocations 
for soil health programs: 

• $9.6 million for the agriculture best 
management practices loan program. 

• $3.5 million from the Clean Water Fund 
for grants to purchase equipment or items 
to retrofit existing equipment that has 
climate and water quality benefits.  

• $3 million from the Clean Water Fund 
for technical assistance and research, 
demonstration, and promotion 
projects focused on implementing best 
management practices and vegetative 
cover. This will support several projects, 
including Discovery Farms Minnesota, 
the farmer-led effort to gather field-scale 
water-quality data. 

• $1.25 million for soil health grants to 
implement practices such as reduced 
tillage, cover cropping, manure 
management, precision agriculture, crop 
rotation, changes in grazing/livestock 
management, and more. Grants can be 
used to purchase equipment, technology, 
subscriptions, seeds, and amendments 
that will help implement these practices. 
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Bills passed during the 2023 state legislative session will 
fund biofuel infrastructure, soil health grants, and more.

How the 2023 legislative session affected 
corn farmers

Continued on page 16



In May, lawmakers allocated $10 million to a new 
grain indemnity fund to compensate growers 

who go unpaid for delivered grain.

Here is what you need to know about the fund and 
how it will affect Minnesota growers.

Why did lawmakers create the fund?

Lawmakers created the fund to ensure that 
growers who go unpaid for delivered grain don’t 
sustain catastrophic losses.

Previously, the state required first purchasers to 
hold bonds and used the bonds to compensate 
growers in the event of bankruptcy. However, 
bond amounts were often too low to cover all 
claims against a first purchaser. Nor did the 
bonding system cover voluntary extension of credit 
contracts — contracts in which the title to the grain 
passes from the farmer to the first purchaser but 
payment is deferred to a later date.

For example, when Pipeline Foods filed for 
bankruptcy in 2021, the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture (MDA) received over $5.5 million in 
claims against the company’s $500,000 bond. More 
recently, in October 2022, Global Processing filed 
for bankruptcy. MDA anticipates that growers will 
file over $1 million in claims against the company’s 
$50,000 bond.

Kasson farmer Brian Herbst, who raises corn and 
soybeans and custom finishes hogs with his wife 
and sons, said he lost over $350,000 in the Pipeline 
Foods bankruptcy. He said the indemnity fund 
could help provide protection to farmers, though 
he hopes that growers don’t have to use it.

How will the fund work?

Regardless of the contract type, farmers who go 
unpaid for delivered grain can submit a claim to 
MDA. If the claim is approved, MDA will send the 
farmer a check.

The exact payment amount will depend on the 
contract type, grain value, and the length of time 

between the agreement and the failure. If a grower 
signed a contract with a first purchaser more 
than three years before the failure, he or she isn’t 
eligible for compensation.

How will the fund be replenished?

The Legislature kick started the fund with $10 
million. If the fund dips below $8 million, MDA 
will begin charging a 0.2% fee on all grain sales 
until the fund reaches $15 million. In the event of 
economic hardship, the agriculture commissioner 
could suspend collection of the fee once the fund 
reaches $8 million.

Could I opt out of the fee?

No, but farmers could be refunded for it. Refund 
requests would need to be made in writing within 
12 months of paying the fee. MDA would pay 
refunds within 90 days of approval.

Farmers who refund the fees would not be eligible 
for payment from the grain indemnity fund. 
Farmers who refund the fees could reenter the 
grain indemnity program after paying back all 
refunded fees plus interest.

What role did the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) play in the creation of the 
fund?

MCGA is a member of the Grain Advisory Group, 
which the state formed after the Porter elevator 
closure in 2015.
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Lawmakers approve grain indemnity fund

The new grain indemnity fund aims to ensure growers who go 
unpaid for delivered grain don’t sustain significant losses.

Continued on page 16



In June, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) finalized its 2023, 2024, and 2025 

conventional biofuel blending requirements. Most 
conventional biofuel produced in the U.S. is corn 
ethanol.

The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
is disappointed that the finalized proposal cuts
conventional biofuel blending requirements by 250 
million annually in 2024 and 2025 compared to the
targets proposed this past December.

”Ethanol is a cleaner-burning, lower-cost biofuel 
that benefits drivers, farmers, and ultimately all 
U.S. residents, “MCGA President Richard Syverson 
said.” We urge the EPA and lawmakers to advance 
policies that increase access to biofuels and will 
continue advocating for increased access to blends 
like E15 and E85.”

Under the Clean Air Act’s Renewable Fuel Standard, 
the EPA set blending targets for 2009-2022, though 
the EPA had discretion to change them as needed. 
In 2023 and beyond, the EPA can set its own 
targets.

EPA had an opportunity to set a multi-year 
renewable fuel blending requirement that would 
have provided increased growth for conventional 
biofuel, while also reducing emissions, increasing 
cost savings, and providing industry certainty. But 
the final EPA proposal falls short because it locks 
in the minimum required blend rate instead of 
offering the growth potential available for biofuels.

Ethanol is a right-here, right-now climate solution 
that reduces greenhouse gas emissions by nearly 
half compared to gasoline and saves drivers 
money at the pump. Instead of holding steady with 
blending targets, the EPA should be increasing 
opportunities for biofuels.

While MCGA is disappointed about the cut 
in conventional biofuel requirements, the 
organization is pleased that the EPA did not adopt 
a proposal to allow electric vehicle manufacturers 
to generate credits for estimated use of electricity 
generated from renewable biomass and biogas.
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2023-25 biofuel requirements finalized

Challenge to Mexico ban filed
In June, U.S. Trade Representative Katherine 

Tai announced that her office is filing a dispute 
settlement under the U.S.- Mexico-Canada 
Agreement in response to Mexico’s planned biotech 
corn ban. The filing means a group of objective 
experts will determine whether Mexico’s planned 
ban violates the trade agreement.

Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
President Richard Syverson praised the move. 
“Minnesota corn farmers need open trade with 
Mexico, and the Mexican people need U.S. corn,” 
he said in a statement. “We appreciate that 
Ambassador Tai has officially filed this dispute and 
look forward to the resolution of this process.”

Mexican President Andrés Manuel López Obrador 
originally announced a ban on imports of biotech 
corn in 2020. He revised the decree this past 
February to immediately ban biotech corn for 
human consumption while leaving the door open 
for a future ban on biotech corn for feed.

Mexico is a top market for U.S. corn. A ban would 
harm corn farmers and rural communities across 
the U.S., as well as the people of Mexico.

For months, MCGA, the National Corn Growers 
Association, and other state corn grower 
associations urged the Biden administration to take 
a tough position on Mexico’s proposed ban. Read 
more about these efforts at mncorn.org.



How MCGA works for you in St. 
Paul and across the state

During the state legislative session, the 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 

pays close attention to, and advocates for, 
measures that benefit corn farmers while working 
to ensure that harmful proposals do not pass. 
(See page 3 for more information on the 2023 
legislative session.)

But MCGA’s grassroots advocacy work extends 
well beyond the State Legislature. After lawmakers 
pass bills, MCGA closely follows the agencies 
in charge of implementing them to ensure that 
programs and regulations are fairly applied and do 
not adversely affect corn farmers. More broadly, 
given their rulemaking authority, MCGA pays 
close attention to state and federal agencies with 
jurisdiction over areas affecting agriculture to 
ensure that any actions are in the best interests of 
corn farmers.

It’s this multipronged strategy that makes MCGA 
an effective advocate for corn farmers — one that 
not only shapes policy but ensures that it’s fairly 
applied from start to finish.

“Policy work doesn’t stop once the legislative 
session ends,” MCGA President Richard Syverson 
said. “MCGA is constantly monitoring state 
agencies to ensure that their actions don’t 
negatively impact corn farmers. We’re proud of 
our multifaceted approach and believe it ensures 
that corn farmers are represented throughout the 
halls of government.”

Read on to learn how MCGA is advocating for you 
at the State Legislature and beyond.

General philosophy

The overarching goal of MCGA’s grassroots advocacy 
is to meet policymakers and administrative officials 
where they are and develop relationships to ensure 
they have a firm grasp of the issues important to 
corn growers.

To achieve this, MCGA has a strong presence 
at the State Capitol, U.S. Capitol, and across 
Minnesota. Grassroots grower-leaders meet with 
elected officials throughout the year to develop 
relationships and advocate for issues important to 
corn farmers.

While lawmakers are responsible for approving 
policies, it’s the state and federal agencies that 
often develop them and oversee day-to-day 
regulation. As such, MCGA pays close attention to 
the work of these bodies and often participates in 
agency working groups tasked with reviewing and 
developing regulation.

For example, MCGA participates in the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture’s Grain Advisory Group, 
which is tasked by the Legislature with developing 
recommendations for improving the state’s grain 
licensing program. In 2022, MCGA offered detailed 
input on the state’s plan for a grain indemnity 
fund, with the goal of ensuring that any new 
regulation had positive effects for corn farmers. 
(See page 4 for more information on the new 
program.)

feature story

Advocacy beyond 
the Legislature
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From corn fields to the State Capitol, MCGA is 
constantly advocating for family corn farmers.
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Additionally, MCGA is an active participant in the 
state’s Drainage Working Group, which aims to 
develop understanding about drainage topics and 
legislative recommendations for drainage system 
management. Thanks to these efforts, the voices 
of corn growers are well represented on important 
drainage issues, ensuring that regulations are 
thoughtful and fair to farmers.

MCGA also plays an active role in other state 
agency-led groups that shape legislation, including 
the Clean Water Council, the Environmental Quality 
Board, and the Legislative Water Commission.

Engagement during rulemaking

Once a state agency begins working on a rule that 
affects corn farmers, MCGA closely follows the 
process to ensure that its impact is manageable.

For example, in the 2010s, MCGA actively engaged 
MDA as it developed the Nitrogen Fertilizer 
Management Plan, which led to the Groundwater 
Protection Rule to minimize nitrate pollution 
in groundwater. MCGA submitted multiple 
comments to the agency to highlight the concerns 
of farmers and emphasized the effectiveness of 
voluntary efforts in lowering nitrate concentrations 
in drinking water. In addition to working with 
state officials through the rulemaking process, 
Minnesota’s corn growers have continued their 
proactive efforts to better protect water quality by 
funding dozens of research projects through the 
Minnesota corn check-off that reduce the impact of 
inputs on the environment.

MCGA has also urged the state of Minnesota not 
to adopt California’s 2022 Zero Emission Vehicle 
Standard, which would effectively ban the sale of 
new internal combustion engine vehicles. In 2021, 

after undergoing a state-level rulemaking initiated 
by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
as a part of their Clean Cars program initiative, 
Minnesota adopted California’s old vehicle 
emissions standards. Those provided an incentive 
to increase the inventory of low and zero emission 
vehicles but did not ban certain vehicles from being 
sold. Now the state must decide whether to adopt 
the new restrictive California standards, ultimately 
impacting the livelihoods of Minnesota family 
farmers. The adoption of California’s new standard 
is not automatically applied in Minnesota.

In 2021 comments to the Minnesota Senate 
Environment Finance and Environment Policy 
committees, MCGA clearly outlined significant 
concerns that future California rules would 
eliminate sales of flex fuel vehicles or passenger 
vehicles using mid-level ethanol blends. MCGA 
reiterated those concerns in an August 2022 
statement after California announced its new 
standard.

At the federal level, MCGA pays close attention to 
rulemaking efforts that affect corn farmers, such 
as crop protection product registration reviews, 
tailpipe emission rules and renewable volume 
obligations under the Renewable Fuel Standard. 
For example, in conjunction with the National 
Corn Growers Association, MCGA has been urging 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 
reverse course on a policy that would effectively 
force automakers to produce electric vehicles at 
an increasingly rapid rate. If not changed, this 
rulemaking has the potential to remove hundreds 
of millions of bushels of domestic corn demand 
off the market per year due to lower ethanol 
consumption. 

MCGA has urged the EPA to consider all options to 
cut vehicle emissions, given that clean, low-carbon 
ethanol is readily available now.

Advocacy on local issues

In addition to engagement with rulemaking 
processes, MCGA also closely follows the actions
of state agencies in local communities, which can 
have wide-reaching precedents.

MCGA advocates on behalf of corn growers in 
multiple ways, from meetings with lawmakers to 
participating in state agency working groups.

Continued on page 17



Nitrous oxide is a potent greenhouse 
gas that comes in part from cropland, 

generally through the microbial breakdown of 
nitrates. This process, known as denitrification, 
requires warm, saturated soils. Changing climate 
conditions have resulted in warmer and wetter 
springs in Minnesota, improving conditions for 
denitrification.

Given the impact of nitrous oxide on corn farmers 
and all Minnesotans, Minnesota Corn is funding 
a pair of University of Minnesota studies that aim 
to reduce emissions of the gas. One is a multiyear 
study led by biometeorology professor Tim Griffis 
focused on multiple ways to reduce nitrous oxide 
emissions. The other, a Minnesota Corn Innovation 
Grant project led by a postdoctoral scientist in 
Griffis’ lab, explores whether grape seed extracts 
could help reduce nitrous oxide emissions.

Not only would reductions in nitrous oxide 
emissions help improve the climate. They could 
also increase soil fertility by keeping more nitrogen 
in the ground for plants to use during the growing 
season.

Below are recaps of these two projects. Read more 
about them throughout the year at mncorn.org.

Project studies emissions via indoor chambers

Most field research projects utilize cropland, 
whether at a university research station or a 
working farm, for their studies. Not Tim Griffis’ 
latest project.

Griffis has instead taken a farm field and put 
it inside a bottle. A very big bottle, called a 
mesocosm. Griffis and his team have created a 
range of these controlled settings, each filled with 
9,000 pounds of agricultural soil, in which they can 
simulate the temperature fluctuations experienced 
by cropland to see what controls nitrous oxide 
emissions.

The research team grows and harvests corn inside 
the mesocosms, freezes the upper few centimeters 
of the soil with overhead cooling units, thaws it 

with overhead radiators, and repeats. This mimics 
the freeze-thaw cycles of spring, when cropland 
emits about one-third of its annual nitrous oxide 
emissions.

“When it comes to strategies to reduce 
denitrification, taking care of the freeze-thaw 
losses is the low-hanging fruit,” Griffis said. “It has 
been harder to do than we thought, but we have 
been successful in recreating these cycles, and 
quantified these large increases in the nitrous 
oxide emissions from the soil.”

The University of Minnesota mesocosm facility 
was founded with university support, and it also 
received initial funding from the National Science 
Foundation and USDA. Through the Minnesota 
corn check-off, Minnesota corn farmers have 
covered operating costs and underwritten the 
work of students and researchers involved in the 
mesocosm projects over the last several years.

Now that Griffis feels confident in how the 
mesocosms mimic the climate, he can test nitrous 
oxide reduction methods. His team is studying 
whether cover crops can act as a thermal mulch 
and reduce temperature fluctuations in soil, 
thereby decreasing nitrous oxide emissions. 
They’re also testing whether enhanced efficiency 
fertilizers are a better choice with respect to 
lowering nitrous oxide emissions.
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University of Minnesota postdoctoral scientist CheJen 
Hsiao and Prof. Tim Griffis are working to reduce 
nitrous oxide emissions from cropland.

Research targets nitrous oxide emissions
Written by Jonathan Eisenthal
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Students in Tim Griffis’ laboratory at the University of 
Minnesota work in the mesocosm facility.

“(These products) have inhibitors that act to reduce 
nitrification — the conversion of ammonia into 
nitrates — and reactive nitrogen losses,” Griffis said. 
“We are wondering if those inhibitors can help.”

Research studies grape seeds

In the early 2010s, in a study of an invasive plant 
called Asian knotweed, researchers in Europe 
discovered that the compound procyanidin 
— which is found in Asian knotweed — limits 
denitrification in soils. In recent years, Griffis and 
his team decided to put the finding to use in their 
own lab.

Last year, Griffis received a grant to apply 
procyanidins — which are found in a variety of 
fruits and other plants — to soil in the mesocosms. 
He and his team chose grape seeds extracts 
as their source of procyanidins because grape 
seed extracts are widely available sources of the 
compound.

The team found that grape seeds extracts can 
reduce nitrous oxide emissions from cropland by 
10% to 80%, depending on soil type, application 
rate, crops, and the type of extract. This year, with 
support of a Minnesota Corn Innovation Grant, 
they’re hoping to make the extracts even more 
effective denitrification inhibitors.

Led by postdoctoral scientist CheJen Hsiao, the 
team is working to remove compounds in grape 
seed extracts that limit the ability of procyanidins 
to inhibit denitrification. They’re also exploring 
ways to increase the procyanidin content of the 
extracts.

They’ll apply the refined extracts to soil inside the 
mesocosms and could eventually begin conducting 
the experiment on a field scale.

“If we can reduce denitrification, this is a real 
benefit,” Hsiao said. He added that preventing 
atmospheric nitrogen losses means soil can have 
more nitrogen for plant growth.

At a glance
Mitigating cold and warm season nitrogen losses from corn systems

Project lead: Tim Griffis

Purification of procyanidins for nitrous oxide reduction in corn fields

Project lead: CheJen Hsiao, University of Minnesota
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The National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) 
program that aims to spur additional demand 

for field corn by funding efforts to develop field 
corn-based chemicals and products has begun 
evaluating submissions.

Proposals for the fourth Consider Corn Challenge 
were due June 30. NCGA will award grants to up to 
six projects, splitting $250,000 equally among them. 
It will announce the grant recipients in October.

The Consider Corn Challenge not only benefits 
corn farmers and rural communities but also 
can increase overall societal sustainability. That’s 
because corn is a renewable feedstock while the 
base material for many existing products and 
chemicals is petroleum, which is not renewable.

NCGA held the first Consider Corn Challenge in 
2017 and has funded 15 proposals over three 
rounds of grantmaking. The organization says that 
the 15 projects, if brought to market, could increase 
corn usage by over 3 billion bushels.

“As corn farmers continue to press forward with 
advanced technology that allows them to do more 
with less, they are able to meet the growing needs 
for food, feed, fuel, and new uses,” NCGA Market 
Development Action Team Chair and Colorado 
farmer Troy Schneider said in a statement. “This 
contest continues to help us think outside of the box 
and to meet the needs of our customers who are 
asking for sustainable, biobased products.”

Learn more about the Consider Corn Challenge at 
ncga.com/ConsiderCorn.

Consider Corn Challenge evaluates 
proposals

MN Corn sponsoring whiskey competition

The National Corn Growers Association has begun 
evaluating entries in the fourth Consider Corn Challenge.

Minnesota Corn and 20 other state corn 
organizations are once again sponsoring a 

nationwide contest for craft whiskies that use corn as 
an ingredient.

The fourth biennial Heartland Whiskey Competition, 
hosted by the American Craft Spirits Association 
(ASCA), will be held Aug. 1-2 in St. Louis, Missouri. The 
contest distributes awards for multiple categories, 
including for the top-scoring whiskey in each state. 
New in 2023, it will present an award to the top-
scoring whiskey produced by a distillery whose 
owner operates a working farm.

“We are pleased that as our craft spirits industry 
expands and grows, corn growers across the 

heartland have stood behind us 
and sponsored this important 
competition,” said ASCA CEO Margie 
A.S. Lehrman. “Most craft distilleries 
source corn for their mash that 
is grown nearby and that amount has grown 
considerably in recent years. It’s exciting to add a 
new award for best farmer-distiller which recognizes 
the critical relationship of our two, overlapping 
industries.”

Minnesota Corn sponsors the event as part of its 
effort to highlight the many uses of corn. Learn more 
about the contest at
heartlandwhiskeycompetition.com.
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Over 20 K-12 educators stood near the grain 
bins at Angela Guentzel’s family corn and 

soybean farm in Kasota on the morning of June 20, 
where they learned about the mechanics of grain 
marketing and storage.

The educators asked Guentzel, a member of the 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association Board of 
Directors, how she got into farming and about her 
role on the farm. Later, Guentzel and her brother 
Jon highlighted key pieces of farm equipment, 
including a planter, sprayer, seed treatment system, 
and combine.

The visit to the Guentzel family farm was part of 
Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom‘s first 
Summer Teacher Tours event of 2023. Later in 
the day, the educators toured an agricultural 
equipment dealer, a farmer-owned ethanol plant, 
and a family-owned winery. They also received 
curriculum resources from Minnesota Agriculture in 
the Classroom, a statewide organization that aims 
to build student awareness and understanding of 
modern agricultural systems.

The Summer Teacher Tours program supports 
that mission by providing teachers with personal 
connections to farmers and other agriculture 
professionals. The interactions can motivate 
teachers to incorporate agriculture into their 

lessons, said Sue Knott, a 
Minnesota Agriculture in 
the Classroom education 
specialist.

Through farmers’ investment 
in the Minnesota corn check-
off, Minnesota Corn supports 
Minnesota Agriculture in 
the Classroom as part of its 
mission to increase public 
awareness of corn and corn 
farming.

Minnesota Agriculture in 
the Classroom has hosted 
the Summer Teacher Tours 
program since 2014. Knott 

said the program aims to reach K-12 educators who 
do not teach agriculture classes. She said many of 
these teachers are curious about agriculture and 
want more information before incorporating the 
topic into their curriculum.

Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom is offering 
three daylong tours this summer in addition to the 
June 20 tour. On June 21, the organization offered a 
tour of agricultural sites in north-central Minnesota. 
A July 12 tour will include a visit to a Twin Cities food 
bank, a food shelf, and a community farm. The final 
tour, set for July 20, will include stops at a turkey 
farm, a meat-processing facility, and a diversified 
vegetable farm.

Learn more about the teacher tours and MAITC at 
minnesota.agclassroom.org.

Teacher tours build connections to ag

K-12 educators learn about grain storage from farmer Angela Guentzel during 
a Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Summer Teacher Tour.

Jon Guentzel explains the mechanics of a planter to 
teacher tour participants.
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A new Minnesota Corn video series 
will show the non-farming public the 

intricacies of corn farming by following the 
organization’s public relations manager — a 
Twin Cities native with no farming experience 
himself— as he visits working farms.

Hosted by Nate Gotlieb, “Nate on the Farm” will 
highlight the stories of family corn farmers and 
show corn planting, in-season activities, grain 
hauling, harvest, and more. Minnesota Corn 
will post the series  on its digital platforms and 
distribute it to partner organizations.

The series aims to increase the general public’s 
baseline farming knowledge and change 
perceptions about corn farmers. While just 
one-third of Minnesotans actually know a 
farmer and few have visited a working corn 
farm, many have questions about how farms 
work.

By showcasing working corn farms and the 
people behind them, Minnesota Corn could 
increase confidence in agriculture and the 
modern food system. “This could increase trust 
in corn farmers and reduce potential adverse 
public policy impacts,” Gotlieb said.

Each year, Minnesota Corn conducts a variety 
of outreach efforts to build goodwill with the 
nonfarming public and increase confidence in 
production practices. This includes advertising 
campaigns with the Minnesota Twins, St. Paul 
Saints, Minnesota Gophers and investments in 

Twin Cities Road Crew and county corn grower 
associations.

Thanks in part to these efforts, about 80% 
of Minnesotans have positive perceptions of 
farmers, according to surveys.

Through “Nate on the Farm,” Minnesota Corn 
will highlight modern production practices 
and advancements in on-farm technology. 
For example, in the first episode, Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association President Richard 
Syverson, who raises corn, soybeans, and 
sheep, with his wife, Vicki, in Clontarf, shows 
how planters precisely put seeds into the 
ground at even intervals.

“Our goal is to get every corn plant to come up 
on the same day,” he says. “Corn plants that 
come up three days late are like weeds.”

Syverson, a former dairy farmer, also shows 
Gotlieb his sheep operation, which is mainly 
run by Vicki and his son, Paul, a veterinarian. 
He notes how Vicki had raised sheep for 4-H 
when she was young and how they had sheep 
for a while after getting married but got rid of 
them as their lives became busier.

When Paul moved back to the Clontarf area, he 
wanted to have a livestock enterprise in which 
his young kids could participate. Syverson 
says Paul didn’t know whether he wanted beef 
cows, given that he works with them all day, so 
sheep were a logical choice.

“We filled up all of our old dairy buildings and 
then some with sheep,” Syverson says. “We 
lamb in the barn we used to milk in, we grow 
our sheep in the structure that used to be dry 
cows and hay, and it works.”

When the first few episodes are ready, we 
will include access information in Leader 
Update and the next issue of Corn Talk. Learn 
more about how Minnesota Corn is reaching 
the public with a positive message about 
sustainable corn farming at mncorn.org/
outreach.

Video series shows ag to public

Minnesota Corn Public Relations Manager Nate Gotlieb 
learns about a planter from MCGA President Richard 
Syverson during a visit to his family farm.



Corn Talk . Summer 2023 . 13

Farmfest is back, and Minnesota Corn will 
once again be a can’t miss stop at the 

annual show, set for Aug. 1-3 at Gilfillan Estate 
near Morgan.

Join Minnesota Corn in Tent 702 at the corner 
of Seventh Street and Seed Row to learn 
how corn growers are driving innovation, 
supporting rural communities, and ensuring a 
prosperous future for farm families.

Renew or sign up for a Minnesota Corn 
Growers Association (MCGA) membership 
to earn a special reward. Catch up with old 
friends and of course, don’t forget to grab 
a free sample of the famous sweet corn ice 
cream. Made by the University of Minnesota, 
and hand scooped by dedicated MCGA staff 
during the event, this delicious ice cream is the 
perfect treat to beat the summer heat!

This year in the Minnesota Corn tent, the 
Renewable Fuels Association will be on hand 
to showcase a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle 
that has been retrofitted to run on flex fuels 
such as E85. The vehicle demonstrates that 
ethanol and electricity can be complementary 
decarbonization solutions while providing 
increased consumer flexibility. Ethanol provides 
environmental benefits at a low cost to 

consumers. The vehicle also demonstrates the 
cost and greenhouse gas emissions reductions 
of vehicles powered by higher-blend biofuels.

Each year, Farmfest aims to bring together 
the best in agribusiness from Minnesota and 
across the U.S. Visitors can network with 
over 400 exhibitors showcasing the latest 
in agriculture; participate in political forums 
and debates; see displays that include farm 
machinery, livestock equipment and thousands 
of ag products and services to assist your farm 
operation; and much more.

Minnesota Corn is proud to be present at 
Farmfest each year as part of our mission 
to engage and support corn farmers and 
rural communities across the state. We look 
forward to another successful Farmfest and 
can’t wait to see you there! For all Farmfest 
announcements, check out our website, 
mncorn.org, and follow Minnesota Corn on 
Twitter and Facebook.

Join MN Corn at Farmfest!

We hope to see you at Farmfest next month! Stop by the 
Minnesota Corn tent for free sweet corn ice cream samples.
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This spring, four growers were reelected to the 
Minnesota Corn Research & Promotion Council 

(MCR&PC), the 11-member body that oversees the 
Minnesota corn check-off.

In District 1/2/4, which covers northwestern 
Minnesota, Dave Vipond was reelected to a second 
term. Vipond grows corn, soybeans, and kidney 
beans in Mahnomen and co-owns a crop insurance 
business with his wife, Pam.

In District 7, which covers southwestern 
Minnesota, Brandon Fast was reelected to a third 
term. Fast grows corn and soybeans in Mountain 
Lake and owns a retail seed and chemical 
business.

In District 8, which covers south-central Minnesota, 
Jim O’Connor was reelected to a third term. 
O’Connor raises corn, soybeans, and hogs on his 
family farm in Blooming Prairie.

In District 9, which covers southeastern Minnesota, 
Rodney Moe was reelected to a second term. Moe, 
a former Minnesota Corn Growers Association 
(MCGA) president, grows corn, soybeans, and 
alfalfa in Waltham.

To learn more about the council and the 
Minnesota corn check-off, visit mncorn.org.

Minnesota Corn 
is excited to 

welcome Emily 
Burns to the 
organization as the 
new district field 
manager for District 
2, which covers 
central Minnesota.

Emily grew up 
south of Stewart 
on a hardworking 
family farm where 
they currently raise 

corn and soybeans. She has been involved on 
the farm since she was very young and enjoys 
the country lifestyle. She graduated in May from 
Southwest Minnesota State University with a 
bachelor’s degree in agricultural communications 
and leadership. At SMSU, Emily took classes 
that focused on interpersonal communication, 
public relations, sustainable agriculture, and 
principals and practices of crop production. Most 
recently, she was a soil sample technician for CB 
Agronomics, LLC, and a 4-H Extension intern for 
McLeod County.

Be sure to introduce yourself to Emily as you see 
her at upcoming county association events!

MCR&PC announces updates

MCGA welcomes new district field 
manager

Dave Vipond

Jim O’Connor

Brandon Fast

Randy Moe

Emily Burns
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The Better Fuel Initiative, Minnesota Corn’s official 
biofuel-promotion campaign, has released a 

new slate of materials designed to help fuel stations 
promote Unleaded 88 and/or begin offering the fuel.

The Better Fuel Initiative Station Toolkit includes 
an Unleaded 88 marketing guide and print-ready 
advertising materials, such as a pump topper, 
countertop cling, and beverage cooler cling. The 
advertisements are available to download free on 

the Better Fuel Initiative website at betterfuel.org. 
Fuel stations are responsible for costs associated 
with printing, shipping, and displaying the 
materials.

A packet that included the marketing guide and a 
letter announcing the availability of the advertising 
materials was mailed to about 250 Minnesota fuel 
stations that offer Unleaded 88.

Minnesota Corn is hopeful stations will print the 
advertisements and display them to promote 
Unleaded 88. The additional exposure could 
increase sales of the fuel, benefiting farmers, rural 
communities, and ultimately all Minnesotans.

Unleaded 88 is a 15% ethanol-blended fuel 
approved for use in vehicles model year 2001 
and newer. Over 435 Minnesota fuel stations 
offer Unleaded 88, with more on the way. Find an 
Unleaded 88 station near you at betterfuel.org.

Better Fuel station toolkit debuts

To highlight the organization’s research, 
promotion, and outreach investments, 

Minnesota Corn produces the biweekly “Minnesota 
Corn Podcast.” Hosted by Brownfield Ag News 
anchor/reporter Mark Dorenkamp, the podcast is 
available on podcast streaming services.

In one episode this spring, Dorenkamp 
interviewed Luca Zullo, senior director of 
science and technology at the Crookston-based 
Agricultural Utilization Research Institute. With 
support through the Minnesota corn check-off, 
Zullo is writing a report on the equipment ethanol 
plants would need to convert ethanol to hydrogen 
and convert that hydrogen into usable products. 
He’s also analyzing whether it would be cost 
effective for ethanol plants to convert ethanol into 
hydrogen and that hydrogen into usable products.

Zullo noted how demand for motor fuel — the 
most common use of ethanol — is expected to 
progressively decline. That makes it important for 
corn farmers and the ethanol industry to find new 

uses for ethanol. Hydrogen represents a potential 
new use.

Listen to this episode and other episodes of the 
Minnesota Corn Podcast at bit.ly/mncornpodcast.

Podcast highlights ethanol research

Find the Minnesota Corn Podcast at bit.ly/mncornpodcast.

Your Slogan HereThe new Better Fuel Initiative Station Toolkit includes 
advertising materials for fuel stations.



 

Ag bill and other related issues

Lawmakers extended the beginning farmer tax 
credit, allowing immediate family members to 
participate in the program for sales of agriculture 
land. Sellers of land can receive up to 8% of the 
sale price up to $50,000 against taxes owed on 
the sale.

Lawmakers also increased the agricultural 
homestead first-tier valuation limit to $3.5 million 
for 2024. Additionally, they required convening  
a working group to study a clean transportation 
fuel standard and said that group must include 
commodity organizations.

The following allocations were approved during 
the 2023 session:

• $125 million for rural broadband 
expansion. 

• $10 million for a new grain indemnity 
fund. (See page 4.) 

• $7.4 million for $1.50 per gallon tax credits 
for producers and blenders of sustainable 
aviation fuel.

• $7 million for grants to cooperatives 
to invest in green fertilizer production 
facilities. 

• $3 million to expand the Ag Weather 
Station Network. This is a new program at 
MDA that MCGA advocated for early in the 
Clean Water Council funding process. 

• $2 million for a University of Minnesota 
Extension program to help Minnesota’s 
agriculture sector, land and resource 
managers, and communities plan for and 
adapt to weather extremes. 

• $300,000 for noxious weed grants. This 
will help cities, counties, and others 
control noxious weeds, combat invasive 
species, and protect Minnesota crops. 

• $300,000 in new funding to MDA to 
expand international trade opportunities 
and markets for farmers. 

• $200,000 for farm safety and mental 
health outreach programs for farmers, 
ranchers, and others in the ag community. 

• Learn more about MCGA’s advocacy 
efforts at mncorn.org.

How the 2023 legislative session affected 
corn farmers
Continued from page 3

In 2020, upon recommendation from the group, 
the Legislature approved changes to financial 
reporting for grain elevators. But after several 
additional elevator closures, MDA asked the 
Legislature to establish an indemnity fund.

After the 2022 session, MDA held three meetings 
with the Grain Advisory Group to explain its 
proposal. MCGA provided feedback on the 
proposal this past winter. Specifically, MCGA 
encouraged MDA to:

• Utilize general fund dollars as the only 
source of revenue for the indemnity 
fund. 

• Include an opt out for farmers who do 
not want to participate in the program. 

MCGA also encouraged MDA to consider the 
following changes as it seeks improvements to its 
grain licensing program: 

• Increase awareness of financial 
reporting requirements and protections 
to both grain buyers and sellers. 

• Increase transparency of financial 
reports and penalties for the 
falsification of financial data. 

• Increase penalties for operating without 
a grain buyer’s license. 

• Publicize private grain insurance 
programs available for farmers to 
protect their sales.

Lawmakers approve grain indemnity fund
Continued from page 4
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For example, this past spring, MCGA urged the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
to reconsider a proposed order that could limit 
groundwater use in the Little Rock Creek area of 
Benton and Morrison counties. This order would 
effectively change irrigation permits for the local 
farmers who rely on irrigation to grow their crops 
and could be precedent setting for other areas 
under irrigation.

In a letter, MCGA noted how the DNR’s proposed 
process is a departure from established 
administrative procedures and how the agency has 
not provided basic information on the proposal 
or documented findings to justify the changes. 
MCGA also noted its concern with the DNR’s 
use of “limited” water appropriation permits for 
groundwater use in the area.

Additionally, in 2020, MCGA submitted comments 
to the DNR in support of its decision to not require 
a more extensive environmental review for a 
proposed irrigation project in Wadena County. The 
DNR had been petitioned by an environmental 
group to require the more extensive review 
process. MCGA noted its support for the DNR’s 
conclusion that the project would not have 
significant environmental effects.

Judicial efforts

Finally, when the situation calls for it, MCGA isn’t 
afraid to utilize litigation to ensure that its voice is 
heard. MCGA is careful to use this tool only when 

the situation requires it and works to use these 
resources in ways that are most beneficial to 
growers.

A recent example of this work was MCGA’s 
involvement in a state Supreme Court case on the 
Public Waters Inventory (PWI) and Limbo Creek in 
Renville County.

In February 2022, MCGA and several other 
agriculture groups submitted an amicus brief 
to the state Supreme Court noting the serious 
consequences if the Court were to find that the 
classification of a water body should be based 
on the statutory definition rather than the well-
established PWI. Although the court decision was 
a blow to the Renville County landowners and 
county ditch authority, MCGA was pleased that the 
State Supreme Court did not decide the broader 
question brought forward by the environmental 
advocates. Ultimately the ag groups, led by 
MCGA, convinced the court that weighing in on 
the broader question of applying the statutory 
definition instead of the PWI would have far-
reaching consequences statewide for agricultural 
drainage and buffer map cases. In fact, the court 
said more than once that it was specifically not 
deciding the broader question.

Low key, high impact

MCGA is committed to working on your behalf 
through advocacy efforts at the State Legislature 
and administration, Washington D.C. and 
everywhere in between, even if an issue doesn’t 
grab the most headlines. If a rule, regulation, or bill 
affects corn farmers, MCGA pays close attention 
to it. It’s this comprehensive approach that makes 
MCGA an effective advocate for corn farmers and 
will continue to do so well into the future.

Advocacy beyond the Legislature
Continued from page 7

MCGA closely follows the actions of state agencies 
in local communities to ensure that decisions are in 
the best interests of corn farmers.



The Minnesota Corn Growers Association isn’t 
the only organization in the state that promotes 

corn, ethanol, and corn farming. Minnesota’s 
52 county corn grower associations also raise 
awareness about corn farming in their local 
communities while building camaraderie among 
growers and supporting future generations of 
farmers. Minnesota Corn is proud to support county 
corn grower associations as part of its mission 
to promote opportunities for corn farmers and 
improve quality of life.

Below is a brief rundown of efforts by county corn 
grower associations over the past few months. 
Learn more about your local county corn grower 
association by connecting with your Minnesota Corn 
district field manager. Find your DFM at mncorn.
org/staff.

Growers sponsor Northwoods 
League baseball

Baseball is back, and Minnesota’s county corn 
grower associations are joining in on the action. This 
summer, the Blue Earth County Corn & Soybean 
Growers are sponsoring the Mankato MoonDogs, 
and the Olmsted/Wabasha Corn & Soybean Growers 
Association are sponsoring the Rochester Honkers. 
Both teams are part of the Northwoods League, a  
 

24-team summer league for college players in the 
Upper Midwest and Ontario.

As part of the sponsorship, Olmsted/Wabasha 
growers signage is attached to the foul poles in 
the Rochester stadium, and a Blue Earth growers 
billboard is on display in the Mankato stadium. 
Additionally, all eight Honkers-MoonDogs games 
this year are being branded as the first-ever US 
14 Rivalry Series. During the games, the public 
address announcers are reading facts about corn’s 
importance in our modern world, and the teams 
are including the county organizations in print 
and digital materials. At the end of the season, the 
grower associations will present the winner of the 
rivalry series with the new US 14 Cup.

Associations promote ethanol 
through fuel events

This summer, county corn grower associations 
across Minnesota are holding events at local fuel 
stations to promote Unleaded 88 and flex fuels such 
as E85 to drivers. During events, stations will offer 
discounted Unleaded and E85, and growers will 
highlight the cost savings and emissions-reduction 
benefits of the biofuel blends to drivers. Find a fuel 
event near you at mncorn.org/events.
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County Highlights

The new rivalry series between the Mankato MoonDogs 
and Rochester Honkers is sponsored by the Blue Earth and 
Olmsted/Wabasha corn and soybean grower associations.

At a recent fuel event in Mahnomen County, attendees 
enjoyed food, drinks, and discounts on biofuel blends.



thanks to our allied partners

MinnesotaCorn
 RESEARCH & PROMOTION COUNCIL

MCGA Board Members  
President 
Richard Syverson of Clontarf
320-760-6719

First Vice President
Dana Allen-Tully of Eyota
507-951-5597

Treasurer - Jim Kanten of Milan
320-297-0375

Secretary - Wesley Beck of St. James
507-630-1471

Past President/Chairman of the Board
Bryan Biegler of Lake Wilson
507-920-8186

Angela Guentzel of Kasota
507-317-4372

Tom Haag of Eden Valley*
320-453-7760

Blair Hoseth of Mahnomen
701-261-3574

Clayton Johnson of Pipestone
507-215-0427

Brad Neumann of Wabasso
507-822-6951

Ellyn Oelfke of Glencoe
507-848-6160

Nick Peterson of Clear Lake
320-293-5823

John Swanson of Mentor
612-419-9235

Rob Tate of Cannon Falls
507-298-0308

Brian Thalmann of Plato*
320-238-2481

David (D.J.) VanKlompenburg of  
Montevideo
320-212-2748

Todd Wentzel of Murdock
320-760-1347

Harold Wolle Jr. of Madelia*
507-236-2181

*NCGA Board member

Chair - Gary Prescher of Delavan
507-525-7671

Vice Chair - Duane Epland of Twin Lakes
641-590-0928

Treasurer - John Mages of Belgrade
320-248-1908 

Secretary - Jordan Goblish of Vesta
507-829-1589

Doug Albin of Clarkfield
320-383-2338

Brandon Fast of Mountain Lake
507-220-8275

Rodney Moe of Waltham
952-237-9808

James O’Connor of Blooming Prairie
507-456-5330

David Vipond of Mahnomen 
218-556-9780

Chad Willis of Willmar
320-235-4452

Scott Winslow of Fountain
507-951-0363

Ex-Officio - Thom Petersen
Minnesota Dept. of Ag
651-201-6219

We want to hear from you. 
Send photos and brief descriptions of your county events to your district field manager.  

Find your DFM on our maps at mncorn.org/staff.
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Tee it up with your local county corn and 
soybean grower association this summer! 
Find an event near you on the Minnesota 
Corn website.

Over 250 people attended the third edition 
of the Norman County “Dinner with a 
Farmer” event in June.

Fore! Local growers 
tee it up

Throughout the state, many county 
corn grower associations are holding 
golf tournaments this summer to raise 
money for scholarships and other 
initiatives. For example, the Benton/
Sherburn Corn Growers Association 
is holding the 11th annual Corn 
Cob Scramble Aug. 29 at Territory 
Golf Club. Find a list of county golf 
tournaments at mncorn.org/events.

Norman County 
growers hold ‘Dinner 
with a Farmer’

In June, the Norman County Corn 
& Soybean Growers Association 
sponsored the “Dinner with a 
Farmer” event the night before the 
start of the Norman County Fair. The 
event included a free meal and an 
opportunity to learn about agriculture 
and corn farming from local growers. 
Hundreds of people attended the 
event.

MCR&PC Board Members  
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august

1-3 Farmfest, Redwood Falls, MN

august- sept

24-4 Minnesota State Fair, St. Paul, MN

sept

4 MCGA offices closed for Labor Day

sept

7 MCGA/MCR&PC joint board meeting, 
Burnsville, MN

sept

12-14 Big Iron Farm Show, Fargo, ND


