
YOU’RE INVITED 
ANNUAL MEETING 
Monday, March 2, 2026
Wildwood of Nerstrand
315 Main St, Nerstrand, MN 55053

6:00 p.m. - Social Hour
6:30 p.m. - Dinner
Meeting & Speakers to Follow

Brought to you by the Dakota-Rice County Corn & 
Soybean Growers and their checkoffs

Please RSVP by February 25th to 
Jeff Schultz (507) 838-7459 or 

Chris Messner at (507) 645-9385

DAKOTA/RICE COUNTY
CORN & SOYBEAN GROWERS ASSOCIATION



1020 Innovation Lane, 
Mankato, MN 56001Joe Grote, Big Woods Beef 

Joe Grote grew up a hog farmer and built a direct market beef business 
where all of his cattle are sold direct to consumers. During his presenta-
tion, Grote will share his story of how he grew a hobby into a significant 
revenue source while discussing the challenges and opportunities in 
this business.  

Mike Johnston, River View Veggie 
Growing up in the country where his family had draft horses, Mike 
Johnston developed a passion for farming. A Pioneer agronomist by 
day and farmer’s market/ag tourism fanatic by night, Johnston sells 
produce at his stand, farmer’s markets, in addition to a pumpkin patch, 
sunflower garden and corn maize. During his keynote, Mike will discuss 
the good and the bad of his farmer’s market obsession. 

The event is free and open to the public!

SPEAKER INFORMATION


